
November 2016   VISTAS   Page 29

Sustainable Eastern Ontario
Local Churches Going Green

By Kathryn Norman

Kathryn Norman is the Programs and Commu-
nications Coordinator at Sustainable Eastern On-
tario, a local non-profit organization that works 
on a variety of sustainability issues in partnership 
with many diverse groups, and the Coordinator of 

the Peace and Environment Resource Centre. For more information, 
contact kathryn@sustainableeasternontario.ca. 

For most people, going green isn’t the first thing that springs to mind 
when they think about religion, but it turns out that all major world 

religions have scriptures supporting care for the natural world, and the 
local churches in the Alta Vista area are no exception.

Probably the most dramatic example is Emmanuel United Church, 
which several years ago learned how inefficient their building was with 
regard to energy, water use, and waste production; and made the tough 
but worthwhile decision to strip it down to its bones and rebuild to be-
come the first LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certified church in Canada. Recently, it has been helping members, chil-
dren, students and summer camp attendees connect with nature through 
gardening. Seven raised beds on church grounds produce vegetables 
and herbs, which are cooked in the church kitchen. All waste produced 
is composted, making this a great way for young people to connect with 
the food chain.

During these renovations, obviously 
the congregation at Emmanuel United 
needed a place to meet, which brings us 
to our next example, Rideau Park United 
Church. You may have noticed the Fos-
ter’s Farm booth in the Rideau Park parking lot this summer, or maybe 
even stopped to pick up some local produce there. Rideau Park has also 
done numerous other environmental activities including special pro-
gramming around care for creation, and rents out office space to the 
national non-profit Faith and the Common Good, which works with re-
ligious communities of all kinds on environmental and social justice 
issues.

Local food has been a theme for many communities this year, and 
St. Timothy’s Presbyterian Church is no exception with their new veg-
gie patch out front. This community also recently held a textile and elec-
tronic-waste recycling event to raise funds while diverting these items 
from landfill.

The Ottawa Mennonite Church is another local example of an en-
vironmentally active congregation; most notably for their longstanding 
partnership with 10,000 Villages, supporting socially and environmen-
tally sustainable farming and manufacturing around the world.

These are just a few examples of what faith communities in our part 
of the city have been doing to take care of the planet. To find out more or 
to learn how your faith community can get involved, contact Faith and 
the Common Good at kforster@faithcommongood.org.

Will 2015 Be the Last Election 
Under FPTP?

By Teresa LeGrand

You may remember that around this time last year there was a fed-
eral election. The party that won the election ran on a promise 

to make 2015 the last federal election under the “First Past the Post” 
(FPTP) electoral system.

First Past the Post is named like a horse race because the election is 
conducted like one. In each riding, the person with the most votes wins 
the seat. With this winner-take-all system, it doesn’t matter if that per-
son got 60% of the vote or only 20%, they just need more than the sec-
ond-place candidate. This sets us up for some interesting election-night 
results, and the pollsters, strategists and commentators get caught up in 
it – but does it give Canadians the best government?

This isn’t how it’s done in most other countries. Over 80% of OECD 
countries use an electoral system that yields more proportional results, 
better reflecting the popular vote. It’s not possible for a political party to 
get 100% of the power with less than 40% of the vote (as has been the 
case in Canada’s past two federal elections), so politicians have to work 
together cooperatively and put forward policies and programs that are 
supported by a majority of representatives.

What type of electoral system will work best for Canada and reflect 
the values of Canadians? That’s what the Parliamentary Special Com-
mittee on Electoral Reform is studying, and they want to hear from 
Canadians.

Ottawa South has been thought of as a “safe seat” for a long time. 
How do you feel about that? What do you value about our current sys-
tem and what would you like to see changed? Join with other voters 
from Ottawa South to explore electoral systems and solutions.

Ottawa South Community Dialogue on Electoral Reform
Wednesday, November 16, 7 to 9 p.m.
Canterbury Recreation Complex
2185 Arch Street
Limited space – RSVP to teresa.fvcncr@gmail.com.
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Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that. 
Martin Luther King Jr.


