
              Service Learning trip to 

                           Managua 2010 
        In March, 2010, Iain and I and my son Ben 
travelled to Nicaragua to take part in a Service Learning Trip with 17 other United 
Church people from Ottawa and St. Catherine’s.  We were hosted by Companeros 
Inc. http://www.companeros.ca, a Canadian company that provides “Volun-Tourism” 
opportunities for groups to learn about the realities of people living in Nicaragua, 
work on a project along with folks in a local community, and meet with other Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs).  We stayed with host families who provided 
our breakfast and dinner.  This was a very well organized trip, and I recommend it 
to anyone over the age of 14.  
Our service project was the renovation of “Pre-escolar Arcoiris” (Rainbow 
Pre-    school) in a poor “barrio” in Managua.  The pre-school was 
built     several years ago by Save the Children, and was in need 
of a     new roof, upgrades to its kitchen and bathroom, and 
painting     inside and out.  

                                       We also built 
                  shelves & painted
                all the old wooden 
Day 1: Before pictures              chairs and tables.  

There was a paid foreman and two experienced men to do the roofing.  

Several of us had raised money for the project before we left Ontario.  About 150 
children attend this preschool, with teachers who are paid a mere $25 US/month.  
They also provide the children with a nutritious meal.  While we were down there 
we found out that this pre-school was losing its funding for the 
food program, so we decided to donate the $5,000 we had collected 
toward keeping the feeding program going and providing some 
training for the teachers, who were essentially untrained.

Our days consisted of working on the preschool every morning for 
about 4 hours, enjoying a hot lunch prepared by the ladies of the community, home 
to shower and change, afternoon visits to NGOs, and evening time for group 
reflection.  On the weekends we went sight-seeing.  On our last day at the worksite 
the community had a party for us.  All the preschool children and community 
volunteers joined us, and there was a piñata and dancing.  A special moment was 
when they sang the Nicaraguan National Anthem and we sang “Oh Canada”.

New exterior 
freshly painted.
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