
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 News 

May 2022 

Ten New OMRA Families Arrive  

It has been a while since OMRA has had a 

newsletter. Unfortunately, it isn’t because we have 

been vacationing in the Caribbean! OMRA has been 

busy working with our volunteers to settle many 

new families. 

Good News… 

• Since February 2022, OMRA has taken 

ten families increasing the total number 

of families receiving subsidies to 36! Last 

year we had on average 27.  

• Most of the new families are Afghans, 

many of whom speak excellent English, 

are highly educated and are motivated 

to get jobs in their fields and move 

towards independence. Canada is 

fortunate to have accepted so many 

highly talented people as future citizens. 

• OMRA volunteers are providing much 

needed early and ongoing support 

especially in helping with moving, 

providing tutoring and assisting with 

both getting jobs and with the process of 

getting credentials upgraded. 

• OMRA gives a basic start-up kit of 

household essentials to each family on 

the day they move to their apartment. 

Thanks to the generosity of so many, 

Continued on page 2 

A family of newcomers from Afghanistan at Helping With Furniture 
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OMRA has enough basic kits ready for at 

least five more families. 

• OMRA’s partnership with Helping With 

Furniture is flourishing and their 

volunteers are both professional and very 

kind. Because our families come from a 

shelter and have very few possessions, 

they are given a priority date to choose 

and pick up all the items needed to 

furnish their homes.  

BUT …  

• The prices landlords charge keep spiraling 

upwards and government rates are 

frozen at low rates. As the gap grows, 

OMRA is now providing subsidies of up to 

$600.00/month and expecting this to 

increase to $800.00 by next year. 

Joan Fairweather 

Joan has been teaching basic English to two new-

comers via Zoom. And both ladies are thriv-

ing. One of them stated that she prefers learning 

with Joan: she has in-person ESL classes as well, 

but that teacher is in-person with a roomful of 

students AND online at the same time. Joan and 

her friends also prepared ten hampers at Christ-

mas for distribution to ten lucky OMRA clients.  

Ten New Families, from page 1 

A Photo Gallery of Newcomers and Volunteers 

Chris Gillen 

A volunteer for 11 years at St. Vincent de Paul in 

Winnipeg and a St. Joseph’s Church parishioner, 

Chris has used his new pick-up truck to take many 

new families to get IKEA mattresses and has picked 

up donated furniture from both individual homes 

and the Helping With Furniture warehouse. He says 

that he gets ten times more in return from giving 

and enjoys the contact with the many newcomers. 

Nothing is ever too much for Chris; he is very calm 

and patient in rain or shine.   

Chris Gillen putting together a bed. 

Newcomer on a Zoom call with Joan. 
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Debbie Claydon 

Debbie retired last year and likes to keep busy. 

She started tutoring an Afghan family in English 

several months ago, and this has led to recipe 

discussions, shopping for a new bed frame, and 

visits to the dentist and ethnic grocery stores.  

  

“I feel volunteering is an opportunity for me to 

meet new people and experience new cultures. I 

love hearing about the different cultures which 

gives me a better understanding of how people 

around the world live. It also offers me the chance 

to make a difference to the people around me.”  

A Photo Gallery of Newcomers and Volunteers (cont.) 

OMRA gives each family a basic start-up kit the day they 

move to their first apartment. Julia and Pat let us know what 

items are low in stock, receive the donations and then organ-

ize them into kits.  

Julia Bruno and Pat Froese-Germain 

Wondering what to do with your Vehicle 

Registration Rebate? 

 

 

 

 

Giving your rebate as a tax-deductible donation to 

OMRA would allow us to provide more much-

needed rent subsidies. The easiest way to donate is 

to send an e-transfer through Ottawa Mennonite 

Church at donate@ottawamennonite.ca  

Debbie Claydon, one of OMRA’s volunteers 

mailto:donate@ottawamennonite.ca
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Michael Johnson used his truck to pick up and 

deliver furniture to many of the OMRA families. 

Unfortunately, Michael died in March, 2022. A 

tribute by Pat Froese-Germain follows. 

“In 2017, Michael and I became the ‘furniture and 

household goods’ committee responsible for finding 

everything that a family would need to get started in 

Canada. We found from the beginning that we really 

enjoyed prowling about thrift stores and we learned 

how quickly you must get a sold sticker on furniture. 

We did lose a few prime pieces of furniture at the 

beginning. As well as all the thrift stores of Ottawa, 

we haunted Dollarama for kitchen goods, and we 

scheduled a single run to Ikea for beds, bedding and 

towels. No one wants to visit Ikea more than once. 

And we picked up a lot of furniture and goods from 

generous donors. Always, we made time for a lunch 

break and, in the afternoon, for a latte and a pastry. 

It is those breaks I remember most fondly — we 

talked about our wonderful partners, about books 

we were reading, about movies, about Michael's 

plane, about travel. I remember lots of laughter. 

“This photo is Michael and Laurie Smith, his partner. 

On a sunny day in 2020, we cycled along the canal to 

Dows Lake. We sat on a patio and told stories over 

lunch. Suddenly a thunderstorm burst over us quite 

unexpectedly and everyone on the patio scrambled 

to get inside, pulling on masks as we ran. Even with 

the rain, it was a golden day. 

“Michael was thoughtful, compassionate, fun, and 

big-hearted. He helped so many of us and always 

with a gentle smile. I speak for many hundreds when 

I say, we miss him.” 

Tribute to Michael Johnson, OMRA Volunteer 

Michael and Laurie Smith, his partner 

Thank you for all the donations for the OMRA start

-up kits. The OMRA warehouse (storage room in 

the basement of 1830 Kilborn) is now full, and we 

are not accepting any more donations for the time 

being. The start-up kits are delivered to the family 

the day that they move into their new apartment.  

Contact OMRA 

https://omraottawa.org/ 

General Inquiries and Project Information: 

Linda Redekop 

linda.redekop57@gmail.com 

 

Fundraising: 

Maria Rigby   

rigby.maria@gmail.com 


