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Editorial: Wesley’s History becomes our History 
 

 On Sunday March 17, 2013, the congregations of Emmanuel 

United Church and Wesley United Church, individually 

passed identical motions to Amalgamate, to use the Emmanuel 

facilities and to be called Emmanuel United Church. 

 I have collected quotes from two excellent articles 

available on the internet to abstract details of Wesley’s history 

up to 1997. For more detail please look up (1)“The History of 

Wesley United Church” by Harold Kneen  

http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Churches/

Wesley/Wesley%20United%20Church%20Page%20One.htm 

And (2)Cyril Chapman’s article – in the Mainstreeter - June 

1988 

http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Mainstreet

er/Wesley%20United%20A%20Look%20Back.htm 

 “The yellow brick church at the corner of Main Street 

and Graham Avenue is the third building used by the Wesley 

congregation since its formation in December of 1908. At that 

time, a small number of Ottawa East Methodists saw a need 

for a church in the area. Their main concern was for their 

children, who had to walk to McLeod Methodist Church on 

Bank Street to attend Sunday school. The first services were 

held in a room above a grocery store at 30 Main Street - 

virtually beside the Grand Trunk Railway tracks, where the 

Queensway is now. 

The first actual church building was built in 1909, It 

was a small, red brick structure, and it stood until 1963, on 

land that is now the church parking lot. …” 

“Much of the work in building that Church was done 

by its members, and many things were added later as finances 

permitted, such as a basement floor, plumbing and a kitchen. 

Second-hand pews replaced the wooden chairs but several 

years passed before a pulpit and choir rails were obtained….” 

“Wesley's first social function took place on the 

evening following the opening of the church. A tea, organized 

by the women of the Ladies' Aid Society, was held on the 

spacious lawn next to the building and drew a crowd of more 

than seven hundred. 

With that event began a history of dedicated service 

to the church by its women, through their successive 

organizations. The original Ladies' Aid Society, followed by 

the Women's Association and the United Church Women 

(U.C.W.) have filled and do now fill a vital role in the welfare 

of Wesley. A Men's Association and Young Adult group also 

shared in the work and fellowship of the church…” 

“A growing congregation and a need for more space 

led to the erection of the current Wesley United Church. The 

change from Methodist to United came in 1925 when the 

United Church of Canada was born with the amalgamation of 

most Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational 

denominations. 

 

Since its inception to 1988, Wesley Methodist/United Church 

had twenty-nine ordained ministers, student ministers and 

laypersons occupy the pulpit on a regular basis. …P 

“Back in 1917 the Wesley Sunday School was 

awarded a banner for, having the highest average weekly 

attendance (107.5) of all Ottawa area Methodist Sunday 

Schools….” 

“Wesley United Church is not large, but it is friendly 

and welcomes anyone seeking a church home. ..” 

“In the days before the parliamentary fire led to the 

erection of the present Peace Tower and its carillon; when 

there was as yet no Chateau Laurier Hotel nor a Union Station 

(present Conference Centre); when the E.B. Eddy Company 

had a scant one year earlier introduced gasoline driven trucks 

to the streets of Ottawa, Ottawa East was already providing a 

valuable service to the area in the facilities it offered the 

railroad. Upper Ottawa East was the site of rail yards, and 

tugging and shunting steam yard engines puffed and panted 

day and night. The Grand Trunk Railway cross town tracks 

bisected the northern portion of Ottawa East as they paralleled 

Hawthorne Avenue, having passed coal sheds, live-stock pens 

and machine shops west of the canal, continuing through a 

switching area and roundhouse east of Main Street and south 

of the present Greenfield-Nicholas connection. Beyond that, 

tracks passed by more coal sheds lining Hurdman's 

Road, crossed the Rideau river, and branched east and 

south. The initial services of the new Methodist 

congregation were held virtually beside the tracks and 

the subsequent church building was no further away 

from the rail lines than the present building is from the 

Queensway. 

The term "Ottawa East" in the early 1900's 

described a village on the eastern outskirts of Ottawa. 

unsuitable for residential development. The area between 

Main Street's southern extremity and the Rideau River was 

pasture land and the Smyth Road bridge was still years away. 

The region was still without such local landmarks as St. 

Patrick's College. 

On Sunday afternoon, December 27, 1908, forty 

Ottawa East Methodists held their first church service in a 

rented hall, formerly a grocery store, at number 30 Main 

Street….” 

“A mortgage against the lot had been arranged by the 

Social Union with the Graham estate for $2,000. at 5% In 

1910, the appropriation for the pastor's salary was raised to 

$750, with one hundred dollars for horse keep and a bonus at 

the end of the year. With a membership now of sixty at 

Wesley and thirty-eight at Hawthorne, Wesley's portion was to 

be $500….” 

“The Young Men's Club was actually the young 

men's class of the Sunday School which had been given more 

or less independent status in 1910. It was a very valuable 

organization of the church as shown in its projects, including 

skating rinks and tennis courts on the church lawn - said to be 

among the finest in the city…” 

“About the only other major undertaking in the little 

red brick church was the installation of a new Wurlitzer 

electronic-reed organ in 1948…” 

“In 1954 the new church was built at a cost of cost 

$103,252.55. In April 2, 1962 sufficient funds were available 

to discharge the mortgage and the church freed from debt. 

Women's Association, in its usual competent fashion, made 

http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Churches/Wesley/Wesley%20United%20Church%20Page%20One.htm
http://history.ottawaeast.ca/HTML%20Documents/Churches/Wesley/Wesley%20United%20Church%20Page%20One.htm


 

plans for the opening dinner well in advance of the affair. 

Approximately six hundred diners were served during three 

sittings. Those awaiting their turn at the dinner table were 

entertained in the church sanctuary by the organist, William 

Keizer joined by a vocal soloist and a trumpeter…” 

 “The people of Wesley, their friends and committees 

built the church and, for several years thereafter, made Wesley 

an important part of their everdyday lives. Two services each 

week, a flourishing Sunday School and mid-week activities 

attracted a loyal congregation. Organizations functioning at 

the time included the Women's Association, Woman's 

Missionary Society, Onward Mission Band, C.G.I.T., 

Explorers, Tuxis and Trail Rangers, Couples' and Young 

Adult Clubs and an impressive Men's Association-product of 

the several groups and committees who worked together 

during the canvassing for funds and building of the church. 

Their several endeavors created a busy church family whose 

grateful members availed themselves of their handsome new 

building. In 1954, the 19th Ottawa Boy ScoutTroop was 

added…” 

“In January of 1960 a Young 

People's Union was organized to 

replace one which had become defunct. 

The Women's Association, led a group 

of very hard-working members in a 

project that gave Wesley one of its 

most laudable and visible assets at the 

time. They faithfully catered each 

week to a professional men's luncheon 

at the Lansdowne Coliseum…”  

“Joint summer services with 

the Church of the Ascension was, was 

implemented in 1972…”  

. 

“Wesley continued its efforts to 

maintain a high profile in the 

community by allowing the use of its 

building and facilities by acceptable 

groups; weight-loss, exercise and 

dance organizations, rehearsal site for 

musicians, polling station at election time, etc. As well, the 

Sunday School, U.C.W. and other willing groups within the 

church were encouraged to sponsor social events, not simply 

as a means of raising money, but to spread even further, the 

influence of Wesley United Church through those who entered 

its doors for whatever purpose…” 

“In 1978 a chronically ailing heating plant finally 

caused a fire to break out in the boiler room and led to the 

installation of a new oil burner…”  

During December, a $20,000. Rodgers organ- was placed in 

the church.. The Committee of Stewards avoided paying the 

federal tax by having the church dedicate the organ to 

members who gave their lives during the two world wars.  

“Wesley welcomed the Rev. Edwardo Panganiban 

("Bishop Eddie") , Bishop Emeritus of the southern Lauzon 

district, United Church of Christ, Philippines…” 

“Contrary to the wishes of the Wesley congregation, 

the thirty-second General Council of the United Church voted 

on August 24, 1988 to accept practising homosexual persons 

for ordination into the ministry of the church…” 

“The furor that had enraged so many people at the time 

gradually subsided, but other concerns such as inclusive 

language and revisionism were incrementally introduced, and 

an accelerated liberalization in theological circles later 

extended throughout the United Church and began to find its 

way into the liturgy and functioning at Wesley…” 

“The affirmation of the General Council's stand at its 

33rd assembly on August 21st concerning these subjects did 

little to encourage the Wesley congregation. Nonetheless, 

Wesley's spirit of devotion to inherent Christian beliefs and 

loyalties at the local level, meant that few members left to go 

elsewhere. Although the congregation was not about to leave 

the United Church, there remained a somewhat diminished 

confidence in the deliberations of General Council…” 

“January of 1992 also saw the reappearance of 

"Wesley Wisdom", the church's monthly newsletter. It was re-

established by Cyril Chapman after some years of absence 

following a failed earlier attempt…” 

“March 27. 1994. Karen Niven-Wigston, a diaconal 

minister who had recently served temporarily at Rideau Park 

and Kanata United Churches, became Wesley's first full-time 

woman minister on July 1, 1994….” 

“The chronic shortfall of weekly 

offerings versus church expenses was 

again voiced at the congregational 

meeting of January 31, 1993…” 

“Wesley and its organizations 

have always been vitally concerned and 

interested in the welfare of those in need. 

In that regard, the U. C. W. has 

consistently used its financial resources to 

support many charitable organizations and 

social programs. In the same spirit, the 

men's groups, when possible, have done 

the same. The Sunday School initiated a 

program called "Children Helping 

Children…"  

  “One unexpected innovation to a 

regular Sunday morning service occurred 

on January 16, 1994, when sometime 

during a cold week-end, with 

temperatures ranging around -30 C, the 

heating plant failed and worship had to be cancelled. The 

insurance paid $2,831.58 a year later…” 

 

Mission Statement. April 7, 1996. It read: 

 

'To serve God by ministering to the spiritual and practical 

needs of the people, both in our church and in the greater 

community in a changing environment" 

 

“Whereas we have seen that in the early days of Wesley's 

existence, decisions affecting church life were made almost 

exclusively by men, recent years have shown a distinct 

increase in the election of women to boards, committees and 

executive office. Of fifty-four such positions at Wesley during 

the latter part of 1996 (excluding U.C.W. and Bamboo), thirty- 

nine were filled by women. ..” 

 

Bob Armstrong 

Editor 

newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 



 

A letter to the Emmanuel Congregation from 

Rev. Peter Short our Interim Minister 
 

I have just returned from the Quebec national event 

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission on 

Residential Schools. This was the fifth of seven 

national events the commission's mandate requires. 

It was heartbreaking and inspiring, exhausting and 

exhilarating. Let me tell a little of what it was for 

me. 

 

It was a large gathering (4,000 attending with 

people tuning in to the live streaming from 30 

countries). Each day began at 6:15 with prayers at 

the sacred fire. The elder, John Cree, reminded us 

every morning that the coming day would bring 

great hardship to many people and that our prayers 

would be needed so that the day might unfold in a 

good way. 

 

The stories of life in residential school were horrific. 

They are not my stories to tell but each one 

involved separation of children from families, 

public shaming, alienation from culture, loss of 

language, fear and deep sadness. We heard of one 

small child taken from her family who did not 

return for eight years. Each person who spoke to the 

commission was acknowledged and applauded for 

their courage. 

 

The effects of the trauma reverberate through the 

generations. Now, at last, the country is learning 

about this hidden chapter of our nation's history. 

The commission has a mandate to hear and record 

these stories in a supportive environment, to 

encourage public awareness and education, to create 

a permanent historical record of the schools, and to 

report to the Canadian people. 

 

There was laughter too - brave, spontaneous and 

welcome. There was music and the rekindling of 

old friendships that had been lost through the years. 

There was a concert and a talent show and dancing. 

There was a remarkable resilience of character and 

great strength in spite of it all; occasionally, a word 

of gratitude when the school experience had 

contributed to the development of skills that proved 

important later in life. 

 

The churches were involved and very well 

represented by helping to organize the event, editor 

hosting a welcome centre, providing archival 

materials and supplying hand crafted birthday cards 

(thousands of them) and cupcakes for the birthday 

celebration that is held at each event. So many 

children had no acknowledgement of birthdays in 

the residential schools. 

 

The commission's 5 year mandate will end in June 

of next year with the closing national event to be 

held here in Ottawa. At the same time, everyone 

knows that the work must go on beyond the 

working life of the commission. It will go on for 

generations because it took 150 years for this 

situation to be seeded and rooted in Canadian 

experience. It will not be uprooted in a day. So 

much work lies ahead. 

 

I am grateful to be part of this work in my own 

small way. You can learn more about it at the 

commission's website: trc.ca. 

 

Meanwhile, I am happy to be back. The people of 

Emmanuel United Church have welcomed Sue and 

me warmly and generously. We are grateful. 

 

I'll look forward to seeing you in church. 

 

Sincerely yours in the peace of Christ, 

 

Peter Short   
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 Turning the world upside down 

 
When we moved to Ottawa, we chose to live in 

Blackburn Hamlet – it was surrounded by the 

greenbelt and felt more like a little town than a big 

city. We were coming from Yellowknife where you 

knew people when you walked down the street. We 

like a sense of community where we live and in our 

moves across the country we have worked to be part 

of each city. And Blackburn has been my 

community – many of the families I know have 

lived there a long time, I know my neighbours and 

look forward to being greeted by Greg at the local 

grocery store. But my understanding of community 

has changed in the years I have been at Emmanuel. 

My world has been turned upside down. 

 

I am a creature of habit and I like to go to the same 

hairdresser, bank and grocery clerk. It gives me a 

sense of belonging. I have always worked to be part 

of the life of whatever town or city we lived in, 

collecting for charities, being a brownie or cub 

leader and sitting on the parent councils of the 

schools my children attended. I sit on local 

community boards. I strive to make the community 

where I live a better place for all.  But at Emmanuel 

I was introduced to other communities. It started 

with a mission trip to the town of Cardenas in Cuba. 

We worked in a garden to grow much needed food 

for their community. And I kept hearing the stories 

of El Salvador and the long term relationship with 

Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel in San Salvador.  I 

worked to support exchange trips for people from 

there and here to understand each situation and 

work together in joint ministries. Then it was my 

opportunity to go and participate in a mission trip. 

Life has not been the same since. Miguel and Lidia 

Castro are never far from my mind. I stay in touch 

with Esther Acosta and her wonderful children 

Estracita and Fernando . The youth of the church 

and their amazing faith and work for peace are 

always in my prayers.  

 

More communities have been added to my world.  

The warmth of the people and the passion for 

justice from our partners in the Phillipines is part of 

my life now. The partnership with the Chipembi 

Congregation in Zambia opened another view of 

life. And these days I hear stories of the daily life of 

Palestinians from Norman.  

 

I like the view from this angle. It is challenging. 

It is exciting. But I wouldn’t want it any other 

way. 

 

 

 
 

Tom Davidson turns Olivia Gregerson upside down 
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Personal Profile: Alex Guazon 
Alex was born in Manila, Phillipines. He has 2 
brothers and 1 sister. His father was a professor of 
Accounting at a university. He was raised Roman 
Catholic like most Filipinos. 
 
The Phillipines is located in the tropics with an 
average temperature of 26C and monsoon rains 
that occur for nine months of the year. The 
archipelago of 7000 islands is in the path of 
typhoons. The country experiences a number of 
typhoons every year with high winds and heavy 
rainfall. Both sources of rain frequently lead to 
flooding even in 
Manila, the 
capital. 
 
Alex obtained a 
Bachelor of 
Science in 
Business 
Management 
and then did 
graduate studies 
in Human 
Resource 
Management. 
He then worked 
as Staff assistant 
to the 
Operations 
Director of 
Abenson where 
he met Michelle. 
Then 
Administrative 
Supervisor at 
Phelps Dodge 
from 1990 to 1995. He moved to Fujitsu a maker of 
hard drives for laptops for two years then joined DM 
Consunji Construction. There, he managed teams 
building 75- and 80-story buildings using all the 
techniques of modern sky scraper construction for 
seven years. Then the company’s mining 
subsidiary asked him to go to the mountainous area 
280 km from Manila to manage the opening and 
operation of a mine. He was involved in setting up 
the facilities, hiring, training the miners and also 
planning the restoration of the land and 
surroundings and maintaining good community 
relations. 
 
Since Michelle’s family had moved to Canada and 
seeking better educational facilities and 
opportunities for the boys, they decided to 
immigrate.  

 
The Vidal family was helpful in finding a place to 
live and adjusting to Canadian society. 
 
Alex started work in Canada with MR Foundations, 
a company that repairs the foundations of houses 
and their drainage. Alex was HR Supervisor and 
their representative to ISO, the standards 
organization.  His next job was with New York Fries 
where he learned to cook. Recently he has moved 
to A&W at Hawthorne , a new stand alone 
restaurant as Assistant Manager. 
 

As a member at Wesley United he helped with 
building maintenance and cleanliness . As a 
member of the Property Group he has been 
involved with the sale and disposal of the building. 
He has also been a part of the Amalgamation 
Committee. 
 
Alex enjoys fishing, mountain biking, reading and 
music. He says he is an audiophile. He likes many 
kinds of music but particularly likes jazz and blues. 
He plays guitar as do his sons. 
Alex says he is glad to be a part of the process of 
amalgamation of Wesley with Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 



Profile: Michelle Guazon 
 

Michelle was born and grew up in the city of 
Dagupan , province of Pangasinan which is in the 
north of the Philippines. It is situated along 
Lingayen Gulf, on the China Sea. They could walk 
through a grove of coconut palms to the sea. Her 
family is large with 8 girls and 3 boys. Her parents 
were both elementary school teachers; her father 
was a principal. The country had been 
predominantly Roman Catholic brought about by 
the Spanish colonizers. When Americans took over 
the Philippines from the Spanish in the 19thcentury, 
protestant missionaries came. Her grandfather, 
Alejandro Vidal, was then, one of the ministers of 
the Methodist church in the province of Pangasinan. 
He printed a pangasinan hymnal in which he 
translated from the English Hymns. 
 
With teacher’s meagre salaries and with 11  
children to support, Michelle was offered a 
scholarship grant in the field of agriculture. She 
took a Bachelor of Science in Agicultural 
Engineering in Metro Manila. During those days, 
she was away from her family but she made sure 
that she spent Christmas and New Year with them. 
 
After graduation, Michelle got a job with Philippine 
Cotton Corporation as a Project Evaluation Officer. 
Took up EDP (Electronic Data Processing) 
fundamentals and BASIC programming to enhance 
her knowledge on computerization. Then, she 
worked at Abenson Inc., a company that owns a 
chain of household appliance and furniture stores 
and computer shops around Manila. Michelle 
excelled at sales. Her company believed in 
encouraging their employees with incentive prizes 
and trips abroad. She was sent with some co-
employees to Hong Kong, Singapore, Japan, 
Indonesia, South Korea and the USA. Part of the 
trip is to visit some retail establishments and learn 
best practices which they can implement in their 
business. 
 
For 21 years, she has been loyal to Abenson Inc. 
From Computer sales specialist to Store Manager 
in 13 years and then she was assigned at the Head 
Office as a Buyer in Merchandising department. 
Her last 4 years in that company were spent in 
implementing a new computerized system for the 
company where she felt the pressure of the 
responsibility since it was a multi million dollar 
investment. 
 

Michelle and Alex were married in 1989. They are 
blessed with 2 sons – Alexander Joshua and 
Stephen.  
 
Michelle’s parents and 6 girls had moved to 
Canada. Her sister,Meca ,first came to Canada in 
1986 and sponsored her parents and sisters to 
follow next in 1995.  Michelle, three brothers and 
her sister, a deaconess and a school director  
operated by the church stayed in the Phillipines. 
When her father got sick, 2 of her brothers travelled 
to Canada to help care for him.  
 
Having most of the family members living in 
Canada and their kids growing, Michelle and Alex 
considered immigrating to Canada. There was a 
feeling of uncertainty especially that both of them 
had good jobs that would be left behind but with 
God’s grace everything was pushed through. 
 
Michelle, Alex and the 2 kids came to Canada in 
September 2009. True enough, finding a job that 
fits their work profile and skills was hard to find. 
And with the high cost of living in Canada,  Michelle 
usually works two jobs. At present she works full 
time at A&W food services and a part time Sales 
Associate /cashier at Dollartree. She worked as a 
dietary aide part time at the Ravines Retirement 
Home and worked at AllenVanguard as Accounts 
Payable Staff on contractual basis. Presently, she 
is taking a Food Certificate Course under Guelph 
University at the Perley Rideau Veterans Homes. 
 
Both boys work at A&W, they are taking a year off 
from school to earn and save. Al wants to do 
computer technology at Algonquin (he will get some 
credit for 3 years of college in Phillipines). Stephen  
has just finished two years at Rideau High School, 
he wants to be a chef. Both boys play guitar. They 
enjoy computer games and Stephen has a great 
collection of Action Figurines. 
 
Michelle is a member of the Amalgamation 
Committee and the Amalgamation Funds Allocation 
Committee. Her sister Kim Vidal is a United Church 
Minister; she preached recently at Emmanuel on 
Amalgamation Sunday. 
 
For relaxation Michelle enjoys making bead jewelry, 
plays computer games such as Word Battle and 
arcade games.       



 

News fromZambia 
 

In December Omega Bula, Executive Minister of 

Partners in Mission United Church of Canada General 

Council Office, reurned to live in Zambia following 20 

years of work with the United Church in Canada. She 

wrote the following letter to her home congregation, 

Trinity St. Paul, Toronto for their 

newsletter. 

 

A letter from Zambia 

 

Dear TSPiers 

 

When you read this letter, I will 

have been living in Zambia now 

for 3 months. Some of you were 

present at church when the 

congregation sent me off with a 

faithfully written letter 

commending me to the care of my 

new congregation here – United 

Church of Zambia Chipembi 

Congregation. I want you to know 

that I have been warmly welcomed 

into this community of faith. I am 

already involved in the life of the 

church and community it does feel 

like I have been here much longer 

than 3 months. 

 

Chipembi Congregation and Emmanuel United in 

Ottawa are in a covenant partnership now going into its 

second year. Today, 15 people from Emmanuel will 

arrive for a two week encounter with United Church of 

Canada partnership work in Zambia and will be in 

Chipembi for 5 nights as part of this learning. Our theme 

is Who Is My Neighbour: Seeking to understand God’s 

mission in a global context. A critical question for our 

conversations on this visit is What lens might we use for 

living out our partnership into the future. This will 

involve continuing to clarify the key elements of our 

partnership; asking the long term sustainability questions 

of our partnership and naming what we are learning 

together on this journey. We have built into the program 

an all-day work camp at the church where we are 

building new water borne toilets and shower facility. Yes, 

we have an out- house for now, here they are called pit 

latrines! 

 

In the process, we shall seek to understand God’s 

mission in a global context through the many programs 

within the larger United Church of Zambia Chipembi 

Mission – which include health and healing programs at 

the Health Center; girl child education at the Chipembi 

Girls Secondary School; food sovereignty through the 

training of young farmers at the Chipembi College of 

Agriculture; conversation with Chief Chamuka – 

traditional leader of this community who is also an elder 

in the congregation. 

 

I can say that this has been the joy of being back, 

working at the local level on our common journey 

toward justice and peace in the 

world; seeking people-centred 

engagement and encounters as 

learning methodology for critical 

thinking and analysis; struggling 

with what I have come to term 

smaller issues of life – those things 

that challenge me but are not life 

and death issues. An example is 

that in our sanctuary here, just 

below the cross is someone’s 

depiction of Jesus - a picture of a 

white Jesus. History has it that my 

late father bought and hung this 

picture there, and now no one dare 

remove it. It bothers me; some of 

you who know my journey 

struggling with anti- racism issues 

will know why. The congregation 

is not bothered by this so I am 

gearing to let it go and endure my 

discomfort. My questions do not 

go away, neither do my worries about how we continue 

to understand God and image God. In reality, people are 

struggling with basic needs of shelter, food, education 

for their children, health and healing, alcoholism, child 

abuse and violence against women. 

 

So where do I place worrying about a white Jesus in this 

scheme of things? Where do I place the slow internet 

connectivity; or the onslaught of all types of insects that 

emerge with good rains which we need for the crops to 

grow; or the mud everywhere it is hard to keep clean of 

anything; or the really bad road to Chipembi and what it 

is doing to my car; or the Zambian minute which always 

turns out to be more than one hour late for a meeting or 

stop over, a church service that lasts for 3 hrs and Bible 

study after that for another hour? 

 

It is good to be here, and just like life anywhere else, it is 

full of mixed blessings. Every day I am learning about 

God’s active accompaniment of God’s people in this 

small corner of the world. My invitation to you to come 

and see is open. 

 

In faith and gratitude, 

 

Omega Bula  



 

Greetings from Yanoun, Palestine.  
 

 It is a sunny and warm day here in the West Bank, with the 

sounds of children in their school across the street from us, 

sheep bleating, roosters crowing, sparrows arguing, pigeons 

cooing, and unidentified birds calling in the 

distance. As Saturday is the muslim day-off, 

children were on their way to school school 

Sunday morning when I was on the routine 

morning walk of 7 km.  We also do an evening 

walk.  Yes, that's right, two walks every day.  You 

may ask why. The answer is not simple.  Yanoun is 

surrounded by illegal Israeli settlement and 

military outposts associated with the idealist Itamar 

Settlement.  We are living a fishbowl experience. 

 

As many of you know, I have been sent by the 

United Church of Canada and the World Council 

of Churches as a member of the Ecumenical 

Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).  

Our role is to provide a protective presence for those suffering 

under the illegal occupation of the West Bank by the Israeli 

government, its military and Israeli settlers.  We monitor 

human rights and international humanitarian rights violations, 

report to the appropriate international bodies, and return home 

to advocate for an end to the occupation and a just peace in 

this troubled land. 

 

On Friday, we witnessed a massive protest by members of five 

Palestinian villages that are located near the Ofra Settlement.  

It is important to note that all Israeli settlements are illegal 

under international humanitarian law and under Israeli law.  

The Ofra settlers, with protection from the Israeli military, 

have taken lands by force belonging to the Palestinians, 

occupied a Christian church in nearby Al Tayba, set fire to ten 

cars last week, and attacked and beaten a man in the village of 

Silwad.  Over 500 villagers gathered on a hill top, along with 

religious leaders from both Christian and Muslim faiths, said 

their prayers, and then advanced towards the settlement, armed 

only with flags and head coverings.  The military arrived and 

started firing tear gas canisters into the crowd.  When 

settlement security arrived, the frequency of tear gas launching 

increased. It was strange to us that the military seemed to be 

taking orders from the settlements rather than from the Israeli 

government. 

 

Every week we visit two schools in the Nablus district.  At As-

Sawayi boys secondary school we have met three youth who 

have been arrested by the military, accused of throwing rocks.  

One boy told us what happened to him.  Ten soldiers entered 

his house, intimidated his family, interrogated him for 2 hours 

and then gave him a warning.  A week earlier, another boy 

was arrested, taken to a nearby military base and interrogated, 

then transferred to a prison in Israel and held for 48 hours.  

After intensive questioning, he was released, driven to one of 

the border checkpoints and left to find his way home.  We 

document these incidents so that EAPPI can pass the 

information along to the appropriate UN and International Red 

Cross authorities. 

 

Why are Palestinians demonstrating?  They are sending a non-

violent message to Israel, the settlements and the international 

community that they want peace, their lands back for farming, 

and an end to the occupation.  They risk increased violence 

from the settlers.  However, they are determined not to be 

pushed out of their land.  Here is a photo from the Deir Jarir 

incident. 

 

Blessings to each of you, 

 

Norman Williams 

 

News from El Salvador 

 
Gabriela and Rafael were married on Saturday April 20, 2013 

San Salvador , El Salvador 

Congratulations to the couple and proud parents Miguel 

Tomas and Lidia Castro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Ablution Block 
 
Imagine coming to a meeting at Emmanuel and 
finding out that the toilet is a hole in the ground in a 
four foot square cement block building with a one 
inch high cement pad on either side of the hole. 
That is the way it is with our partner church, the 
Chipembi congregation of the United Church of 
Zambia. We at Emmanuel have set up a 
partnership to build an Ablution Block which 
consists of three showers and three toilets in each 
of the Men’s and Women’s sides. When we were 
there in March the building was just finished up to 
the roof line, but they still need a well to supply the 
water and a septic system. In addition, there has to 
be an electricity supply to pump the water and to 
provide lighting. Since the power to the Church 
stopped when a power pole fell over we looked at 
several options to get power to the Church and 
have made a recommendation to the Church. 
Hopefully they will be able, with our help, to finish 
the project soon.  
 
Malcolm 
 

Camp Awesome  
 

Only 9 weeks ‘til Camp 

Awesome—the 

highlight of my 

summer.  

 

Who’s more excited-

Erica, Samantha, 

Russell or myself? 

Probably a tie. The 

children love the 

awesome experience -- 

Russell is finally old 

enough to join in and Samantha has invited a friend 

from school. And what could be better than to have 

the time with your grandchildren before and after 

camp? We play games, bake cookies, go to the park, 

and best of all, share all the awesome songs and 

stories. I get it all first hand— all the joy and 

wonder of each day. A real blessing! Hurrah for 

Camp Awesome-a multi-generational experience.  

 
Nana Betsi 
 
 
 
  

TGIW  
 
When I became semi-retired last year I was looking 
for a way to volunteer but I didn’t want to be tied 
down to a specific day and time period on a regular 
basis and I didn’t want to do similar work to what 
my career was/is. Then along came Emmanuel 
United. I started by attending the dinner and lecture 
series in the Spring of 2012. When the Fall came 
along I asked how I could help in the kitchen. I 
really like being told what to do and how to do it in a 
wonderful, cheerful, funny way. I’m not good at 
coming up with recipes and figuring out what to do. 
So TGIW  dinners were perfect.  
 
I have helped on a number of occasions and every 
time it has been wonderful. Usually it is  Betsi who 
comes up with the marvellous recipes, does the 
purchasing (along with Malcolm’s assistance) and 
explains what needs to be done. Then whoever is 
there chooses what they would like to do.  
 
Betsi, Christine, Phyllis, Lynn Gullins and others 
have made me feel very welcome and on one 
occasion Peter and I had to ‘man’ the kitchen by 
ourselves – but only after Betsi had pre-made  the 
meal.  

 
Fiona always seems to arrive in time to help 
serve the food and clean up the kitchen 
afterwards.  
 
Working in the kitchen is wonderful 
camaraderie filled with laughter and 
fellowship. Not only do I have a good time 
but I also end up with wonderful recipes and 
getting to know members of the 
congregation better.  
 
Mary Turnbull   

 

From the Library: 

  
 Many thanks to Clara Brownlee for her generous 
donation of three brand new children's  books for 
our library. 
  
The titles are: The Tiny Seed, The Quilt Maker’s 
Journey, and All things bright and beautiful.  
These books can be found in Section 95, Juvenile 
Fiction. 
  
Sue Hodges 
Librarian 

 

 



OMRA  

A Place to Call Home  

Housing for Refugees  

Since 2002 Emmanuel United Church has  been 
part of a coalition of churches that  support this 
Ottawa Mennonite Refugee  Assistance initiative. 
OMRA is an arms  length agency of Ottawa 
Mennonite Church  which owns four 3-bedroom 
condominiums  in Ottawa.  
 

 
Ottawa South -first unit  

Newly arrived refugee families rent from  OMRA at 
a subsidized rate for up to two  years. This is 
especially helpful for large  families who arrive 
sometimes with five  children and very few 
resources.  

OMRA is also supported by three other  Ottawa 
churches - Glebe-St. James United  Church, 
Ottawa Quaker Meeting and  St.Thomas the 
Apostle Anglican Church .  

. How You Can Help:  

OMRA funds are raised primarily through the  sale 
of grocery gift cards from Loblaw, metro  and Farm 
Boy grocery chains. These stores  return 5% of all 
sales of the gift cards to  OMRA. Purchasers get 
full value for the  cards in groceries.  

YOUR GROCERY MONEY CAN  SUPPORT 

REFUGEE HOUSING WITH  LOBLAWS 

INDEPENDENT, NO FRILLS  or FARMBOY  

PRE-PAID GROCERY CARDS  

THINK ABOUT IT! !  

The 'swipe card' that you purchase can be  used 
exactly like cash. Every cent of the  money you use 
to buy a swipe card will be  fully redeemed for 
groceries. Swipe cards are  fully transferable.  

LOBLA WS provides swipe cards In  
denominations of:  

$10.00, $25.00, $50.00, and $100.00.  

FARM BOY swipe cards are $50.00  

When you buy a grocery gift card from  OMRA the 
grocery companies donate 5% of  the card value to 
OMRA.  

for more information contact:  

Janice Peron 

 

 

OMRA Changes Lives:  

Over the past 35 years Emmanuel United  
Church has helped to sponsor many  individual 
refugees and families.  

Over the nearly 12 years of its existence  OMRA 
has provided the shelter needed for 11  families 
with a total of 54 children to get  established in 
Ottawa. Emmanuelites have  helped make that 
happen.  

Newest Home.  
 

 



 

 

 

Where are they now? 
 

I’ve been attending Drew for almost two years now, and I absolutely love it here. It’s 

located in a small town not too far from NYC, which allows me to explore the city while 

being able to return to the quiet of Madison. I am a Sociology and Philosophy double 

major, and a European Studies minor. I am the vice-president of our school’s Sociology 

Club, and I am on the school’s Student Conduct Board. This past Spring Break, I 

volunteered at an organization to help survivors of Sandy with their homes. Meeting 

these survivors who have gone through so much hardship yet still keep going was 

incredibly inspiring. I’ll be spending a semester abroad in London this fall, which I’m 

very excited about. There, I’ll be taking classes to fulfill my minor. I have made so many 

wonderful friends here at Drew who have helped me grow as a person. I will be taking 

the LSAT next year and will begin applying to law schools, while praying for God to 

lead me where He needs me most. 

Take care, 

Anne Celestin 

 

Dear Emmanuel, 

 

It is hard to believe that 5 years have passed since I left Ottawa! 

As you can imagine, a lot has changed since then. I had graduated from high school and spent two years and a half at University of 

British Columbia studying Food, nutrition, and health science. I had a hard time adjusting to Vancouver for a year or so but God 

helped me settle down and meet good people. I also enjoyed my faculty and program in university very much. Another big change I 

experienced in January of 2013 was moving back to Korea. Moving back had been a difficult decision to make but I am happy to be 

with family now and I am looking forward to my life here. Currently, I am studying for an entrance exam for Korean pharmacy school. 

I am grateful for all the experiences I gained in Canada and beautiful memories I have of Emmanuel United church. I miss Ottawa and 

Emmanuel very much and cannot wait to visit again in the future. I hope all is well at Emmanuel.  

 

Love, Soohyun 

 

Hello everyone, 

  

When Christine asked me for a picture and a paragraph to insert in Emmanuel’s 

newsletter, I realized how long it has been since Soohyun and I left Ottawa. 5 years 

have passed by but I still feel really close to you because Emmanuel was and still is a 

huge part of my life. 

Many things happened in the last few years and one of the major events was my 

graduation. I graduated University of British Columbia majoring in Cell biology & 

genetics. I really loved my major, especially genetics which has been my favourite 

aspect of biology since high school. While studying at UBC, I learned about 

preventive medicine and it has become my biggest interest. Currently I am preparing 

to apply to Korean medical schools and I wish to continue studying genetics and 

applying it to medicine. 

I thank God for leading my family to Emmanuel because I cannot imagine my life without your teachings and memories. Please pray 

for us, as we will always remember and pray for you. God bless you. 

  Love, Hojung 

 

If someone would have told me a few years ago that I'd eventually be living 

abroad, I wouldn't have believed it. It had always been my dream to teach 

and travel the world, and so I am very thankful and fortunate to be living my 

dream. Between teaching at an IB (International Baccalauareate) School in 

Vietnam and discovering so many new places around the world, my life 

feels truly blessed! I thank God for all the wonderful people he has 

surrounded me with and for the amazing opportunities he sends my way 

every day!  

 

Gabriella Gonzalez 

 

 

 

 



 

A mom's view of the junior choir 
I love hearing and watching my son sing in the junior choir.  Ever since he was a little boy he has always enjoyed breaking out in song.  

The junior choir is one of the few places that he gets a chance to really sing his heart out.   To see the joy in his face and the 

enthusiasm in his voice is inspiring.    One of the first Sunday's we start going to church, he watched from his seat and he memorized 

and sang the chorus from The "Garden Song" at home.  He seems to be able to learn the words quickly and he enjoys singing with the 

guitar.   He really likes to sing with a group and to sing with emotion.   I do not know why, but he seems to like to perform in front of 

others.   Everyone likes to sing or hum with music.  The junior choir provides an opportunity for the children to remain engaged in 

singing, and to experience team-work in a non-sports environment which is important. 

 Krista Schneider 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

 

May 12
th

 – 7
th
 of Easter  “Holding on to which we cannot grasp” 

May 19
th

 – Pentecost  “Sent out into engagement”.To visually mark the flames of the 

Spirit, we invite the   congregation to wear bright colours. (ie 

red, orange,yellow) 

May 26
th

 –     Witnessing 

June 2
nd

 –     Sacrament of Communion;  Emmanubells 

People News 

 

John Frederick Friend, deceased January 29, 2013 

Robert George Menzies, deceased February 28, 2013 

Gordon Stewart Hodgins, deceased March 28, 2013 

June Jones, deceased April 19, 2013 

 

Congratulations to Charlie Brohman on his Oscar for best dressed/best smile at the 

Hillcrest Oscar night on April 18. 

 

Congratulations to the Hillcrest High School students who canvassed the area on April 

24 and raised over $34,000 for the Canadian Cancer Society. 


