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Fun in the Snow 
 

Ross White, Joyce White and grandkids  Thomas and Adelaide. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Editorial: The Ottawa School of Theology 
and Spirituality 
 
The School originally called the Lay School of 
Theology filled the need of the post war surge in 
interest in religion. Theological schools were 
teaching new ways of understanding the old-time 
religion but many ministers were finding it difficult 
to sell on Sunday mornings. Many lay people 
were reading Bishop Robinson’s Honest to God. 
The United church had “The New Curriculum.” 
Christians wanted to learn more. 
 

Lay people of Ottawa United churches got 
together to create a school to fill this need. 
United churches in many Canadian cities also 
started schools for adult lay people. Presbyterian 
and Anglican people became students too. After 
a few years all three Churches became official 
sponsors. Our own Larry Read and Anne Squire 
were founders. This November the school 
celebrated its 50

th
 anniversary. It is the only 

school for teaching adult lay people still 
functioning in Canada.   
 
The School meets Monday evenings for 21/2 
hours for 10 weeks before Christmas and 10 
weeks after the holiday. The lay executive plans 
the curriculum and recruits local professors and 
clergy to teach it. Within the last 10 years the 
Catholic Church has become much more 
involved and now it too is an official sponsor. Pat 
Trites, a Catholic, has been the president 
exemplifying the ecumenical nature of the 
School.  
 
Originally three downtown churches, Dominion 
Chalmers United, Knox Presbyterian and St 
John’s Anglican took turns hosting the School. 
Recently the School has met repeatedly at All 
Saints’ Anglican Church in Westboro 
 

Popular courses have been Introductions to the 
Old and New Testaments. Satisfied students kept 
coming back year after year and more in depth 
courses became popular. Professor Bob 
Osborne regularly taught the New Testament 
drawing over 100 students each time. Courses in 
comparative religion are popular. I remember one 
Taught by Tom Sherwood and Rabbi Arnie Fine 
comparing Christianity and Judaism. Rabbi 
Reuven Bulka is always popular. Just after 9/11 it 
turned out that there was a course comparing 
Islam and Christianity taught by an Imam and the 

minister of First United, Brian Cornelius, with well 
over 100 attending. Our own professor Ted 
English was skilled at organizing comparisons 
inviting a number of speakers.  
 

In November, the School celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary with a Colloquium at Carleton U, 
“How Can One Be A Person of Faith in the 21st 
Century in Canada?” Former students and 
friends of the school filled a large theatre at 
Carleton U to hear a noted Jewish professor, a 
Muslim woman professor, and first woman 
President of the North American Islamic Society, 
a Christian Nun, Mary Jo Leddy. There was time 
for questions and answers. 
 
As part of the celebration, the School published a 
history of the school and at listing of the 
professors and the 500 courses that had been 
taught. They also published, “The Triumph of 
Hope,” a collection of articles by former 
professors and lay executive including essays by 
Larry Read and Anne Squire. A copy is available 
in our library. 
 

The Winter Term starts Mondays, 13 January at All 

Saints' Westboro Anglican Church  347 Richmond 

Road, W.entrance off Churchill Ave. 

The courses include:.  Integral Spirituality: 

Towards a New Understanding of Religion 

Mark Keedwell, MA,  

The Heart of Islam  

Mohammed Rustom, PhD, Associate Professor of 

Islamic Studies, Carleton University,  

Forgiveness: Redeeming the Past, Unbinding the  

Future        Rev Canon Dr. Gary Hauch,  

Jewish Wisdom Literature  

Rabbi Steven Garten, Temple Israel,  

Discipleship in the New Era: Christian Faith and 

Lifestyle Change,   Jessica Hetherington, PhD  
 

For more information go to 
http://www.osts.ca/ 

Bob Armstrong, Editor 
Newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 

http://www.osts.ca/


 

From our Minister’s Desk  
 

 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany are 
seasons covered with the tracks of 
pilgrims. Mary walks to her cousin 
Elizabeth’s home to share the news of 
her pregnancy. Mary and Joseph trek to 
Bethlehem to fulfill the Empire’s request,  
which offers no exemptions to those in a 
vulnerable state. Magi journey to offer 
their gifts to One they recognize as a 
true authority. And there is even a story 
of the Holy Family forced to flee their 
own country as refugees to escape King 
Herod’s cruelty. At the last meeting of 
the “Heretics” Bible Study group, three 
of us who had been traveling the sacred 
pilgrim’s path to Santiago de 
Compostela, were asked to share some 
thoughts on the theology of pilgrimage.  
 
As usual at this study group that meets 
on Thursday morning and which always 
welcomes newcomers, the conversation 
that follows a presentation is as 
interesting as the speakers’ words. Now 

and then I drop in and I always leave 
with thoughts and questions to ponder. 
 
 Here are some pilgrims’ questions that I 
leave with you to think about or if it 
helps you, to journal, as we take the 
Advent Road.   
 
Where were the holy places you visited 
as a child? Describe the magical,  
imaginative places where you played.  
 
Why were they so special?  List some of 
the places that you have visited as an 
adult that helped you to refocus your 
journey, renew yourself.  Out of your list, 
choose one place or one trip to a place 
that changed you. 
 
  Who was there with you? Who was not 
there/who do you miss? What details  
stayed with you? What was the feeling 
of the place or time? 
 
 How did the  experience change you? 
What did you learn? 
 
  When my granddaughter was five we 
acted out the walk to Bethlehem,  
complete with walking staff, hats and 
packsack. We always stopped at the  
Jordan River (on our porch) and knelt 
down for a refreshing drink of water. 
That was an important part of our 
drama.   I hope that happens for you this 
December. 
 
May Advent this year offer you  the 
refreshing moments that every pilgrim 
needs. 
 

Peter Lougheed  
 
 

 



 

Personal Profile: Priscilla Neill 
 

Priscilla and her twin sister were born in Belfast 
County Cork, Northern Ireland. She has 4 older 
sisters. The family moved to Canada when she 
was 4. Her father had preceded the family and 
had found work in Canada. They arrived by 
ship in Montreal and took the train to Otta wa. 
They rented a semi-detached house. Their 
landlord insisted that he 
would not accept a 
family with more than 4 
children. So the kids 
were part of the plot to 
fool the landlord. They 
needed to be, because 
in those days, the 
landlord could drop in at 
any time unannounced. 
They lived this way for 
three years in Ottawa 
South on Willard Avenue 
just up the street from 
the famous Paul Anka.  
 
Priscilla started school at 
Hopewell Public School. 
This was before school 
buses and concern for 
children’s safety. So 
every school day she 
and her sisters walked up the hill and across 
busy Bank Street unaccompanied, starting in 
Kindergarten.  
 
The family moved to Manordale beyond 
Woodroffe where she went to Manordale 
Public School. There was no United Church yet 
so they went to the local Anglican Church that 
met in the school gym. Her mother was the 
pianist and her father a baritone in the choir. 
When Knox United formed they joined and 
Priscilla was confirmed. Priscilla’s father died 
when she was thirteen and her mother died 
when she was 19.  Priscilla then lived with an 
older sister. She went to Algonquin College for 
Early Childhood Development. On graduation 
she worked for Andrew Fleck Child Care 
Services.  
 
Priscilla married and had three children David 
29, Norah 27 and Somaya 24. They lived in 

McKellar Park and were members of Trinity 
United Church. David is mentally challenged 
and his care has been a concern since he was 
small. He would run away if given an 
opportunity. Priscilla worked for Mothercraft 
providing home daycare to two other children. 
When Priscilla moved to Stittsville in 1991 
Priscilla typed legal and medical transcripts  on 

a part-time basis at 
home.  
 
At present David lives in 
a group home. Norah is 
a legal Assistant and 
Somaya after trying 
hairdressing is now 
taking courses to 
become a Dental 
Assistant.   
 
Her marriage broke up in 
2005 and Priscilla 
moved to Barrhaven and 
started working in the 
Registrar’s office at 
Algonquin College 
 
After meeting Al, 
Priscilla started 
attending Hawthorne 
United and got very 

involved. She chaired the Ministry and 
Personnel Committee and later was the Chair 
of the Executive Council. 
 
Priscilla enjoys taking courses. As a member of 
staff, courses at Algonquin cost just $20. She 
has taken courses in both business and 
personal interest obtaining five certificates and 
is presently working on her sixth. She enjoys 
playing her piano.  
 
Since coming to Emmanuel she has 
participated as a head usher, served coffee 
and was convenor of the knitting and sewing 
table at Emmanuel’s Homespun bazaar. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Personal Profile: Al Uhryniw 
 

Al was born in Glace Bay, Cape Breton. His Dad 
was an RCMP officer who grew up in western 
Canada of Austrian-Polish descent hence the 
unusual family name. Al has a well-practised 
explanation of his family name’s pronunciation-it is 
“You-rain-you.”  
His Dad was posted to Cape Breton where he 
married and two boys were born. He was posted to 
Ottawa when Al was five and their picture made it 
into the Cape Breton Post. He remembers arriving 
in the downtown Ottawa railway station on a very 
cold winter’s morning. The family has 
since always lived in the south east 
part of Ottawa first in Vanier (then 
Eastview), then Overbrooke, finally 
settling in Hawthorne Meadows. His 
youngest brother was born in Ottawa. 
 
Al went to high school at Hillcrest and 
then to Algonquin College for 
Broadcasting, Radio and TV Arts. 
Since graduation he has worked in 
that field as a radio and TV reporter 
for about 20 years. When you hear 
Al’s rich voice it is hard to imagine that 
when he was in grades 1 & 2 he had a 
stutter and had to take speech therapy.  
 
Al estimates that he has done about 
10,000 stories. He was a crime reporter 
for six years then reported on sports. He 
travelled all over North America 
reporting on sports for 15 years. He 
enjoyed going south to cover Montreal 
Expos baseball spring training to the 
envy of his colleagues. In 1986 he 
started teaching Broadcasting part- time 
at Algonquin. Dan Pihlainen has used Al 
to teach in the Radio program.  
 
Al has two children from his first 
marriage: Marty, 29 and Elizabeth, 26. 
Marty has a painting business, and has 
a five-year-old daughter Keira. Elizabeth 
has gone back to school. She is finishing 
up her high school credits and has taken 
science courses at University of Ottawa 
with hopes of becoming a 
biotechnologist. 
 
Al grew up attending the United Church, 
first at Eastbrooke, then went to 
Hawthorne with school friends after the 

family moved. About three years ago, Al realized 
that services at Hawthorne left him unsatisfied and 
unhappy and started attending Emmanuel. Al has 
been doing publicity for Emmanuel working with the 
media and for special events such as movie night 
and the lecture series. He has been a Lay Reader 
and is a regular at Men’s Breakfast. 
 
Music is one of Al’s favourite hobbies and he has a 
huge CD collection. He enjoys playing bass guitar 
and sometimes plays along while listening to his 
recordings. Maybe Jim and Iain will let him play 
along with them at one of the church events. He 

enjoys watching sports 
just for fun. 
 
When his Dad developed 
prostate cancer, he 
moved back home to help 
with his care. His mother 
has become blind due to 
macular degeneration so 
he has continued to live 
with her after his father’s 
death. 
 
Al met Priscilla Neill in the 

office at Algonquin. They were 
married by Peter on Dec.30, 
2012. Because of his Mother’s 
needs, they maintain separate 
residences. Al’s mother loves to 
shop, especially going to the 
states, with Al and Priscilla 
providing the descriptions. Al 
and Priscilla hope to travel after 
they retire. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights of Emmanuel Evening Lecture  



Religion and Diversity: What does the latest 
research tell us? 

 

Dr. Peter Beyer, Professor, Department of 
Classics and Religious Studies, University 
of Ottawa 
 

Canada’s ethnic and cultural make-up is changing 
dramatically as new immigrants choose Canada as their 
home.  The fourth lecture in the Emmanuel Evening 
Lecture series examined recent observations from the 
Religion and Diversity Project, a seven-year (2010 – 
2017), cross-Canada research project hosted at the 
University of Ottawa. The project’s main contribution will 
be to identify in detail the contours of religious diversity 
in Canada and the potential benefits of approaches to 
diversity that promote substantive equality and move 
beyond tolerance and accommodation.  
 
This lecture topic was selected to provide a perspective 
on religious trends and practices which will help inform 
Emmanuel’s visioning discussions.  
 
Dr. Beyer described the strategy used by the 
researchers to probe religious belief and practices.  They 
simply ask the survey participants a series of questions, 
enquiring about their religious affiliation, what they 
believe, and how they put their religion into practice.  
With respect to examining participants’ views on the 
Religion component, no assumptions are made based 
on the religious affiliation stated by the participants. The 
researchers listen to what the participants say about 
their religion, what it means to them, and how they 
practice it; they do not take the identification of a 
particular religion (Protestant, Catholic, Hindu) as being 
in any way definitive of what the participant’s religion 
actually is or what it means to them.  The Diversity 
component of the research, compiles the participants’ 
feedback to reveal the dimension and extent of religious 
diversity.  The research examines not only diversity in 
religious beliefs and practices, but also how non-
religious institutions and organizations influence, and are 
influenced by, religious diversity. 
 
Dr. Beyer discussed some early observations that the 
researchers are making now that the project has 
reached its half-way point. 
 

 There is a wide range of beliefs and practices 
amongst participants reporting an affiliation with a 
common religion.  While there are some commonly 
held tenets amongst those that state a particular 
affiliation, each participant holds their own set of 
individual beliefs and practices rather than 
conforming to a standard dogma.  As a result, within 
a particular religion, there is a wide range of 
religious beliefs and values. 

 

 Closely related is that the responses of participants 
from a variety of religions demonstrate a blurring of 
the distinctions between one religion and another. 

 

 As expected, youth show the greatest diversity and 
departure from the central tenets of the religion they 
are affiliated with.  This observation was particularly 
strong for ‘’second-generation’’ Canadians. 

 

 Religious organizations with large, overriding 
structures, but small congregations are growing and 
thriving.  This seems to be a common pattern, and is 
something to consider in discerning our way forward 
as church. 

 A number of organizations in society interplay 
directly with religion, and they too demonstrate a 
wide range of diversity in how they engage in 
religious matters.  Examples are institutions such as: 
schools, some of which teach religion as part of the 
students’ curriculum and others don’t; hospitals 
which serve patients of all faiths and find that their 
doctors and nurses become involved in counselling 
families in the midst of crisis situations; prisons 
which need to work people with many faiths, often 
through the services of one ecumenical chaplain; 
and, the media which often reports on current affairs 
set in a religion-based context. 

 
At the close of the lecture, Dr. Beyer listed several 
implications arising from the observations made by the 
research team to this point in the project. 
 

 Canada’s immigration policy is making Canadian 
society more diverse each year.  There are one 
million new Canadians every four years, and most 
have religious affiliations different from traditional 
patterns. 

 

 While the spectrum of religions is broadening in 
Canada and diversity is increasing, Canada seems 
to be managing these trends rather well.  Diversity is 
seen as an opportunity and not a problem. 

 

 Individuals are developing personalized religious 
beliefs rather than conforming obediently to the 
standard beliefs of the religion they say they affiliate 
with. 

 

 Many participants see themselves as being spiritual 
rather than being affiliated with any particular 
denomination. 

 

 Religion is being displaced in Canadian society and 
there is a general decrease in the influence of 
religion, particularly in Canada’s three largest cities 
and to an increasing degree in Tier 2 cities such as 
Ottawa, Edmonton and Calgary. 

 
 
The audio full lecture is available for downloading on the 
Emmanuel website.  Copies of Dr. Beyer’s slides are 
available through the Church office. 
 
Submitted by Graham Campbell 
 



 

Update from the Amalgamation 
Implementation Committee 

December 2013 
The Amalgamation Implementation Committee 
reviews the many ongoing activities following the 
amalgamation of Wesley and Emmanuel on April 1, 
2013.  Four meetings have been held, in April, 
June, September and November.  The agenda for 
each meeting includes a review of activities 
underway.  Any concerns or items needing 
attention are brought to the attention of the relevant 
standing committee. 
The standing committees of Emmanuel and many 
individuals are taking the lead in implementation 
activities, including Keeping in Touch, Finance 
Committee, the Role Clerk, the Emmanuel 
Librarian, and the Worship Committee. 
The following highlights of the meeting on 
November 11, 2013 include an update on the sale 
of the Wesley property and buildings, review of the 
financial report on Wesley’s finances, and the 
submission to the Ottawa Presbytery describing the 
general approach to allocation of the proceeds from 
the sale. 
 
Update on Sale of the Wesley Property and 
Buildings 
Domicile Developments Inc., the developer which 
had submitted an offer for the Wesley property and 
buildings, informed the Wesley Property Committee 
on September 30 that they would not be moving 
forward with the purchase of the property due to the 
concerns raised in the soil report and limitations in 
zoning imposed by the City of Ottawa. 
The Wesley Trustees and the Property Committee 
then decided to put the property back on the market 
and place For Sale signs on the property.  
Numerous enquiries have been made, including the 
Ottawa Chinese Bible Church.  They have 
negotiated an offer and conditions with the Wesley 
Property Committee which culminated in a final 
conditional offer and a deposit on November 15th.  
It was agreed by both parties a formal building 
inspection would be held November 18th.  The 
Committee, after some discussion decided the 
preferred closing date with the Ottawa Chinese 
Bible Church would be January 31, 2014. 
The Committee agreed that removal of the two 
cornerstones dated 1908-1953 would be included 
in the Agreement of Purchase and Sale with the 
assurance of a building inspector that to remove 
them would not result in any structural damage. 
Memorial plaques in the sanctuary, attached to the 
wall will be removed and the hanging holes will be 

repaired, all of which has been done as of 
November 5, 2013. 
From time to time various items have been 
transferred to Emmanuel. 
 
Financial Compilation of Wesley Financial 
Information 

The Amalgamation Implementation Committee has 
received a report from Ev Zytveld consisting of a 
consolidation of the financial transactions of Wesley 
United Church from January 1, 2013 to March 31, 
2013.  The Emmanuel Finance Committee also 
reviewed this report on November 12.   

This report and the financial review provided 
previously for the 2012 year were commissioned by 
the Ottawa Presbytery.  The latest report will be 
reviewed by the finance committee of the Ottawa 
Presbytery as well.   

This completes the review of the Wesley financial 
information provided by Robert Sims on behalf of 
Wesley United Church. 

 
Preparation of Submission to Ottawa 
Presbytery 
As noted above, the Ottawa Presbytery may soon 
be deciding on approval of a conditional offer to 
purchase the property and buildings of the former 
Wesley United Church.  The earliest possible 
closing date for the sale is January 31, 2014. 
Prior to granting final approval, the Ottawa 
Presbytery will want to know about Emmanuel's 
general plan for developing recommendations as to 
how the proceeds from the sale will be allocated to 
meet the needs of the amalgamated congregation.  
This general plan will be instrumental in the 
discussions of the Ottawa Presbytery regarding the 
decision as to the allocation of the proceeds to 
meet the needs of the amalgamated congregation. 
The Ottawa Presbytery has invited Emmanuel to 
submit a general plan for the allocation of the 
proceeds.  If the current conditional offer is finalized 
successfully, the Executive of the Ottawa 
Presbytery could be considering this matter early 
as January 23, 2014. 
This timeline implies that the Council of the 
amalgamated congregation will need to discuss 
and approve the general plan at the meeting of the 
Emmanuel Church Council on January 21, 2014.   
Work is underway now to develop a general plan 
for consideration by Council early in the New Year. 

The committee’s next meeting will be during 
the week of December 1 

Submitted by Graham Campbell 

 



 

Russell Pastuch and Lynn Solvason’s  

800km journey  Walking the Camino  
 
 Have you ever done something crazy acting on pure 
impulse? That is what Russell  and Lynn did. The 
Emmanuel United Church 
book club discussed a book 
on the  Camino in April 2013 
and when Lynn read that book 
she decided it was the perfect  
therapy for the chaos in her 
life. Who wouldn’t benefit from 
a little God time to  sort things 
out? The moment she told 
Russell she would like to do 
the Camino,  there was no 
backing out of it.  The Way of 
St James has been one of the 
most important Christian 
Pilgrimages  since medieval 
times, together with those to 
Jerusalem and Rome. The Camino  can take one of any 
number of pilgrimage routes to the Cathedral of Santiago 
de  Compostela in northern Spain, where the body of St 
James is said to be buried.  We chose to walk the 
popular Camino Frances route, which stretches a 
distance  of almost 800km from St Jean Pied de Port in 
France, across northern Spain to the  Cathedral. 

  Boots were a critical item on this trip so 
carefully selected. We would be walking  15 to 32km per 
day, for 35 days (consecutive except for three rest days) 
and we  had read enough books to realize that blisters 
and other foot problems could bring  an unceremonious 
end to your pilgrimage. We broke our boots in by adding  
almost daily walks of at least 12km to our regular 
exercise regime. We soon  developed quite a reputation, 
as people spotted us trucking to coffee or to church  on 
Sunday, by foot. The training really paid off.  

The next challenge was choosing the items to 
bring on our journey. Although we arranged to have one 
suitcase transported from town to town, we still had to 
pack 40 days of clothes, toiletries, first aid supplies, 
maps, granola bars, etc. into it and  two backpacks. 
Items were laid out on the floor, counted, weighed, 
rejected. 

  We got to St. Jean Pied de Port late on 
Saturday August 17 and started the journey on Monday. 
This gave us time to get oriented and pick up our 
Credential, or  pilgrim passport, which you get stamped 
along the way. The Credential is required  to obtain a 
certificate of completion Compostela issued to pilgrims 
who walk or  travel on horseback for at least the last 
100km or cycle for the last 200km up to the Apostle’s 
Tomb. 

  The first day we had to cover a distance of 
27km and climb the Pyrenees, an  increase in elevation 
of 1100 metres. This sounded pretty daunting, so we set  
out early in the dark. Like in the movie ‘The Way’ with 
Emilio Estevez, the hill  fog was so thick we had to watch 
carefully for the markers, and knowing what  happened 
to him, we were pretty cautious. Occasionally we would 
hear the  tinkle of a bell and suddenly a flock of sheep 

would appear out the fog, and then  disappear as 
quickly. The fog gave the landscape an eerie and 
supernatural feeling. When we arrived at Roncesvalles, 
we realized that we had completed the first  day’s 
journey in just over half the customary amount of time. 

We can only  attribute this to 
the surge of energy we felt 
setting out on such an epic 
adventure. The second day 
dawned bright and clear, the 
conditions we experienced for 
most  of our walk. In fact, we 
walked in the rain for a mere 6 
km of the entire 800 km  
journey, something we were 
very grateful for. Typically, we 
would walk for 4 to 6 hours, 
stopping for a cafe con leche 
and snack  after two hours, and 
some form of electrolyte 
replacement drink and a 
banana a  few hours later. Lynn 

learned, after almost fainting at one point, no matter how  
much water you drank, you also had to replenish the 
salts your body sweated out in  the heat. We stayed in 
hotels which were all booked in advance, saving us from 
the worry  most pilgrims face about finding room at the 
albergues when they arrive. We also  hoped this would 
avoid bed bugs, but that didn’t work out as well for us.  
We usually arrived at our destination right around siesta 
time when everything  would shut down. Having settled 
into our room, the first item of business was to wash 
clothes, and then do our daily blog for our church friends 
(http:// www.russlynncamino2013.blogspot.ca/). The 
local restaurants would start to serve the Pilgrim’s Menu 
around 7:30, which was often enjoyed with others we 
had met on the Way, chatting in whatever language we 
could get our points across in. Then off to bed to rest for 
tomorrow’s walk. The days quickly became somewhat of 
a blur. For the first and last third of the Camino, the 
scenery was so spectacularly beautiful that your focus 
was mainly outward. The vistas were amazing, fields, 
vineyards, everything a living testimony to the joy of 
creation. The middle nine days of walking were on the 
high plains of Spain known as the Meseta, a mostly flat, 
hot, and treeless region that had a reputation for 
breaking the spirit of many a pilgrim. We found the 
monotony of the Mesa was a perfect place to allow the 
mind to turn inward, and think about why, oh why, were 
you doing the Camino? Peregrinos along the Way would 
open up their inner souls to each other. ‘Why are you 
walking the Camino?’ would start an exchange of 
personal information that you would probably never tell 
your closest friend at home. Everyone was walking for a 
reason, even those who hadn’t figured out what it was 
yet.  Walking the Camino, relieved of your ordinary 
routine, was an opportunity to enjoy the beauty of 
creation, reflect on the journey of our lives, and coupled 
with  the conversations with other pilgrims, it was a 
healing and personally transforming  experience.  If you 
decide to walk The Way, we both wish you a  

Buen Camino. 



Speak to Us of Dying 

 

What happens, God, when we die? 

What happens to our mortal remains 

When breath and pulse and organs 

No longer sustain us. 

What happens when we die? 

Do our cells dissolve, 

Atoms released into the Universe 

Releasing wondrous energy 

Into your Eternity? 

(More now than mere humanity) 

Life. Death. Life beyond death. 

For matter can neither be created 

Nor destroyed. 

It can simply be changed 

From one form to another – 

Atoms released into the Universe 

Until energy sparks 

Re-arrange, re-align, re-ignite 

Into new life, new purpose – 

A new resurrection waiting to happen. 

While we who were left behind 

Weep for the loss of our loved ones, 

Sing praises for the life of our loved ones, 

Pray from the depths of our being 

For understanding, for comfort and love – 

Until with blazing radiance 

Life’s energy is released 

Filling the dark corners 

Of our sorrows, 

And we believe once again. 

 

Carol Grace Scott 

October 29, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn Solvason’s Pilgrim’s Prayer 
(adapted from the Pilgrim’s Prayer to St. James) 

 

Lord, I ask that you watch over us as we 
walk the Camino to Santiago de 

Compostela. 
Be for us our companion on the walk, 

Our guide at the crossroads, 

And our protection in danger, 

May we deepen our relationship with you, in 

solidarity with all of your creation. 

And Lord you know the burdens we carry in 
the backpack of our hearts. 

Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 

When we are weary, let us lean on you. 

When we lose our way, help us to see the beauty 

that you intended for us to discover. 

Be for us our light in the darkness, 

Our consolation in our discouragements, and our 

strength in our intentions, 

So that we may arrive safe and sound at the end of 

the Road and enriched with grace and divine 

guidance return home renewed and filled with joy, 

peace, hope and love. 

 

Amen 

 

The Emmanuel United Church Global Partners 
Committee was pleased to welcome our 
partners from Chipembi Mission Station in 
Zambia to Canada for a visit this fall.   
 
We thank all those who hosted Paul and Violet 
and included them in our activities. 
 

 
 

Norman Williams, Violet Mwenifumbo and Paul 
Samba at the Metcalfe Fall Fair 

 

 

 
 



Update from El Salvador: Violence on the Rise 
 
In October we received a short visit from Miguel Tomas 
Castro, pastor of our partner church Iglesia Emmanuel 
Bautista in San Salvador. Miguel wrote us this note on 
November 9 expressing grave concern about increased 
levels of violence in El Salvador: 
 

“In the first four days of November, 49 
people, women, men and youth, were killed 
in a bloody and violent way. The decline of 
murders which we recently celebrated as an 
achievement seems to have been a dream 
that has turned into a grotesque 
nightmare.” 
 
Attack on Human Rights Organization PRO-BUSQUEDA 
 
In the early hours of the morning of November 14, the 
San Salvador offices of the human rights organization 
PRO-BUSQUEDA were violently attacked and burned by 
armed men. (PB is the Association for the Search of 
Disappeared Children, who were removed from their 
families during the civil war and placed illegally for 
adoption in El Salvador , the USA and other countries) 
The guard and president of the organization were 
assaulted by the intruders, who proceeded to steal 
important documents and archives of DNA and other 
evidence collected by PRO-BUSQUEDA. PB states that 
the objectives of the raid seem to have been the 
destruction of evidence and disruption of the work of 
reuniting families and bringing cases before the courts. 
The attack on the work of PB took place in the context of 
other events that undermine the work to advance human 
rights in El Salvador. Of concern also is the closure of 
Tutela Legal, a human rights and legal aid office 
originally established by the late Archbishop Oscar 
Romero. 
 
A Culture of Peace 
 
Pastor Miguel advocates a “National Plan for a Culture 
of Peace” to be an alternative to the prevalent culture of 
violence. 
 

“They will neither harm nor destroy on all my 
holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. (Isaiah 11:9)” 

 
“The shout of the Prophet is the shout from God, asking 
us to make this statement the supreme rule that sustains 
life and social coexistence among us. No more violence, 
no more deaths! Yes to life, yes to peace!” 
 
Phyllis MacRae for the Global Partners Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

From a story in “El Pais” by Jose Dalton 
 

Unable to contain her tears, a Salvadoran 
mother on Tuesday hugged her daughter for the first 
time in 29 years after she believed she had lost her for 
good during the brutal civil war that terrorized El 
Salvador between 1980 and 1992. 

It was an emotional and dramatic moment for 
Josefina Osorio and her now 31-year-old daughter, 
Xiomara Patricia. 

“When the police took her from my arms, she 
was barely two years old,” Osorio recalled. She doesn’t 
remember the exact date or month, but knows that it 
occurred in 1984 when the army conducted a counter-
insurgency operation in Cerros de San Pedro, San 
Vicente province in central El Salvador. The war was 
then at its height. The mountainous areas and rural cities 
harbored the Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) guerrilla insurgency. The army was trying to 
flush out the rebel fighters by conducting murderous 
raids on rural communities. 

The Osorio family was captured and taken to a 
local police station where an officer snatched Josefina’s 
baby from her arms. “They are going to kill you so give 
me the girl and I will save her,” Osorio recalls the officer 
telling her. Years later, Osorio told her story to 
ProBúsqueda (Pro Search), a humanitarian organization 
that tries to reunite parents with children who were taken 
during the civil war. 

“The police officer took the baby home because 
his wife supposedly could not have children,” said 
ProBúsqueda lead investigator Margarita Zamora. “They 
decided to keep her but some months later the wife 
becomes pregnant and the girl was given to another 
woman who became her adopted mother. She was 
baptized and legally registered as Carolina Cárcomo.” 

Founded in 1993 by the late Spanish-born Jesuit 
priest Jon Cortina, ProBúsqueda took DNA samples 
from Xiomara Patricia’s biological siblings and matched 
them with her DNA. Mother and daughter had been 
looking for each other for many years until just some 
weeks ago the DNA match was confirmed by the Human 
Rights Center at Berkeley University in California. 

“Both of them look so much alike, physically. 
DNA matching and physical appearances are 
fundamental elements in the investigations,” Zamora 
said. 

ProBúsqueda currently has some 500 other 
investigations underway. Of the 389 cases solved, 239 
children have already been reunited with their real 
parents. 

“We need the military to cooperate with us in 
locating those missing children,” Zamora said. “They 
have records which they have refused to share with us 
because of the amnesty laws which offer them impunity.” 

The 12-year armed conflict in El Salvador 
claimed some 75,000 lives, most of whom were civilians. 
Another 8,000 people disappeared and one million 
sought refuge in other countries. 
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UPCOMING SERVICES 

 

Sunday, Dec. 8
th

  10:00am: 2
nd

 Advent candle “Peace”; White Gift Service 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 11
th

  3:00pm “Journey in the Light” - a special service to  acknowledge the 

pain and sadness experienced by many people at Christmas time. This will be a time to 

remember, to receive words of hope and support  knowing that we are not alone, God is with 

us. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 15
th

  10:00 am: 3
rd

 Advent candle “Joy”; Bells; Foodbank Sunday 

 

Sunday, Dec. 15
th

  3:00 pm “Sing Noel” – Community Carol Sing with the Senior  Choir, Bells 

Junior Choir and JAM 

 

Sunday, Dec. 22
nd

 10:00 am – 4
th

 Advent candle “Love” 

 

Dec. 24
th

: Christmas Eve Services 
     5:00 pm Family Service with JAM and Jr. Choir 

     7:30 pm Carols, Lessons and Candles 

     11:00 pm Communion 

 

Sunday Dec. 29
th

  11:00am: Combined service at Riverside (3191 Riverside Dr.) with 

Riverside, Rideau Park and Emmanuel congregations.   

 

  

  

People News 

 

 Dorothy Riley, deceased, October 20, 2013 
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