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Editorial: Taxes are important 
 
Each time I fill out my tax return I remind myself 
that paying our taxes is one of the ways we fulfill 
our Christian duty. Some people feel there is no 
good tax, that taxes should be reduced at all costs. 
Some think of tax cuts as the “last free lunch.” We must 
serously consider what we get for what we pay in taxes 
and what we lose when we pay less The danger of our 
current, distorted conversation is that it sidesteps these 
debates and allows us to sleepwalk into a future we 
haven’t chosen. 
 
Simply, taxes are the way we pay for things we have 
decided to do together because we cannot do them at all 
or as well alone. 
 
I believe that taxes are one of the acts we do to 
achieve the Kingdom of God.   
 

The Lord’s prayer puts God’s Kingdom at the head 
of the list of our requests. God’s Kingdom has often 
been pictured as something for after we die. 
Modern scholars studying the gospels realize that 
Jesus’ picture of the Kingdom is a “just” social order 
now, here on earth, like the one God would choose. 
A social order where everyone would be free and 
equal. We see this in the inaugural address of 
Jesus in Mark's gospel. It's in Mark 1:15. It's very 
brief and very pointed. He says simply: "The 
kingdom of God is at hand." 
 
The most straight forward way of moving toward 
this ideal is by democratically organizing our 
society to give everyone a similar economic 
condition. For us living in Canada, that is achieved 

by paying taxes and governments spending them 
wisely for the common good. Because we do this 
democratically there will be many opinions of how 
our society should be organized and financed.  
Paying taxes is just one our religious duties. We 
should also be part of the democratic process at 
the local level in property owners associations, 
school councils, local elections supporting 
candidates for local councils. At the provincial and 
federal levels, we can join parties and local riding 
associations to choose candidates for election. We 
can vote. We can communicate with our chosen 
members, whatever their party, to express our 
views and urge them to work for more equality.  
 
Richard G. Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, published in 
2009 “The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies 
Almost Always Do Better”  
The book argues that there are "pernicious effects 

that inequality has on societies: 
eroding trust, increasing anxiety and 
illness, (and) encouraging 
excessive consumption". It claims 
that for each of eleven different 
health and social problems: physical 
health, mental health, drug abuse, 
education, imprisonment, obesity, 
social mobility, trust and community 
life, violence, teenage pregnancies, 
and child well-being, outcomes are 
significantly worse in more unequal 
rich countries. The book contains 
graphs like the one shown here 
rating different countries on all 
these different health and social 
problems plotting them against the 
inequality of their societies. For the 
United States, they even show how 
different states rate. Here too it is 
clear that the more unequal states 
do not fare as well. Comparing 

countries, Canada is in the middle of the pack not 
highly unequal but not nearly as equal as some 
countries.  This is just the modern way of spelling 
out the advice of Jesus and the prophets of old. 
 
We as individuals can do our part. The United 
Church of Canada does its part working for social 
equality through Mision and Service and Kairos an 
NGO, supported by many churches.  
 
Bob Armstrong 
Editor 
newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 
 

 

 



 

From our Minister’s Desk  

 
 

 

 

Are the young people who are exiting 

churches in large numbers, part of a 

spoiled and uncommitted generation?  

That’s one common response to the 

trends. Over the last thirty years, the 

number of North Americans who claim no 

religious affiliation, “the nones,” has 

tripled which means this group is 

growing faster here than Buddhists, 

Hindus and Muslims. 

 

Linda Mercandante felt that much of the 

analysis of the “nones” was far too 

superficial and negative.  In her new book, 

Belief Without Borders:  Inside the Minds 

of the Spiritual but not Religious, she 

shares the results of interviews with over 

80 self-processed “nones.”  She 

discovered several reasons for this 

exodus.  These findings tend to confirm 

other studies in recent years with some 

interesting new nuances says, reviewer, 

Timothy Renick in Christian Century.  

 

 Their reasons include rejections of: 

- simplistic and excusive depictions of 

heaven and hell  

- a view of God as a kindly old man sitting 

on a cloud somewhere 

- a patriarchal God 

- tensions of religion with modern 

science. 

One “None” described a belief in “a 

metaphysical, non-embodied entity 

beyond description.”     

These “Nones” do not want to reject God 

but rather to reimagine God. 

 

Surprising how many of us would agree 

with these “Nones.” 

 

Just look at the view of God in the opening 

lines of “A Song of Faith”, the United 

Church’s new Statement of Faith.  This 

Statement, like others before it, has its 

weaknesses and nobody is going to agree 

with all of it. Still the opening lines would 

strike a chord with many “Nones” and the 

rest of us, whoever we are, and whoever 

we are becoming…. 

“God is Holy Mystery, 

beyond complete knowledge, 

above perfect description. 

Yet, in love  

The one eternal God seeks 

relationship…”   

- and that includes the “none of the 

aboves” and “the some of the aboves”… 

 

 

 

Peter 

 



 

A week away – it is not just a spectator 
sport! 

 
There is no better way to spend a week than to 

attend the Princeton Forum on Youth Ministry. 

Each spring youth ministers and leaders from many 

denominations gather on the campus of the 

Princeton Theological Seminary for 4 days to 

worship, attend lectures and be inspired. It is a time 

to strengthen and deepen our youth ministry, a time 

to reflect, rest and recharge and to connect with 

others working in the same field.  

 

Many of our program ideas here at Emmanuel have 

come from hearing about ministries in other 

churches across North America.  

 

This was my 6
th

 forum. Christine Hywarren also 

attended this year and other years I have been 

joined by Anne Montgomery, Camille Audet, 

Jessica Williams, Valerie Lines and Elly 

Vandenberg. 

 

This year the theme was testimony – exploring the 

power of testimony in the faith formation of youth. 

We had powerful speakers including the Rev. Dr. 

Lillian Daniel and Dr. Maria Dixon Hall. 

 

Lillian Daniel is a pastor, writer and teacher. Her 

first book, Tell it Like it Is: Reclaiming the Practice 

of Testimony , is the story of one church’s attempt 

to get people to talk to each other about God. Her 

most recent book is When Spiritual but Not 

Religious is Not Enough: Seeing God in Surprising 

Places. I have ordered copies of both books for our 

library. Lillian is entertaining to read and paints 

what I see as an accurate picture of our church 

today – not just for youth but for all of us.  Dr. 

Maria Dixon Hall is an assistant professor of 

corporate communication and public affairs at 

Southern Methodist University in Dallas. She is an 

academic, consultant and theologian who believes 

that strategic communication is at the heart of every 

successful endeavor.  She asked us to keep telling 

the story – our faith story and how we live that story 

in our communities. Our communications people at 

Emmanuel are always asking us to please give them 

material to share – and I think I now get it! We need 

to share our concerns and our successes outside of 

Emmanuel too! Personal testimony has always been 

key to sharing our faith traditions. 

 

Much of the information shared at the forum relates 

to youth but not just youth. Perhaps one of my 

favourite lines to remember this year is that faith is 

not a spectator sport. It is not about coming to 

worship and being entertained.  It is about being 

engaged in living the gospel – about making the 

world a better place. It is intergenerational. It is 

inspiring, hard work and what we are called to do. 

And then we get to give our testimony to others – to 

inspire and challenge them.  
 

I look forward to hearing where you see God in the 

world! And you are invited to join me next year at 

the Princeton Theological Seminary Youth Forum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Personal Profile: Harold Hedley 
 
Harold was born in Hamilton, and was raised on the 
family farm at Canfield, a village south of Hamilton 
near Lake Erie. Harold is the oldest of four boys. 
When growing up, his father and grandfather 
operated a mixed farm with 250 acres. They raised 
beef cattle, hogs and chickens. They had one 
tractor and a team of horses. Two of his brothers 
along with their sons continue to operate the family 
farm along with over 2,500 acres of rented land. 
The family was active in Canfield United Church, 
where Harold’s mother was organist and choir 
leader for many years. While Harold was a regular 
Sunday School attendee and was active in Hi-C, 
his mother could not talk him into joining her choir. 
 
Harold started school walking to a 
two-room school. After grade 2 when 
the one and two room schools in 
North Cayuga Township were closed, 
he was bussed to the new 
consolidated public school in Cayuga. 
He attended Dunnville High school.  
 
Harold was active in 4H and did over 
twenty clubs in beef, swine, field 
crops and tractors. Each fall, 4-H 
achievement day was at the Caledonia Fair and 
Harold still enjoys returning in September to watch 
his nieces and nephews show their calves at the 
Caledonia Fair which has been the showcase for 
Haldimand County agriculture for over 145 years. 
Harold was also active in Haldimand County Junior 
Farmers and for three years represented 
Haldimand County as the Provincial Director on the 
Ontario Junior Farmers Association.  
 
Harold went to the University of Guelph where he 
obtained a BSc (Agriculture) and MSc specializing 
in Agricultural Economics.  In 1974 he moved to 
Ottawa to work at Agriculture Canada.  He worked 
for 35 years with the federal government with the 
departments of Industry, Trade and Commerce, 
External Affairs and International Trade and 
Agriculture and Agri-Food. During his entire career 
he worked with the grains and oilseeds industry in 
the area of policy, market development and 
international trade.  In his position he was able to 
travel across Canada and to many parts of the 
world. He represented Canada at meetings of the 
FAO in Rome and of the International Grains 
Council in London.  He travelled to Japan over 15 
times along with representatives of the Canadian 
canola industry for joint industry – government 

meetings with Japanese government and industry 
representatives.    
 
Harold has two children: Morgan and Mitchell. 
Morgan is a stay-at-home mom living in Richmond. 
She and her husband Pat have three children: 
Brody (4½), Abby (2½) and Alexa (1 ½ months). 
Mitchell and his fiancée Kim – who are getting 
married in June – live in Kanata. 
 
Harold and Wendy were introduced in late 2005 by 
a mutual friend and were married on November 1, 
2008 by Peter Lougheed. Theirs was the first 
marriage officiated by Peter following his arrival at 
Emmanuel.  
 

Harold enjoys gardening, curling and 
square dancing. He and Wendy are 
members of the Meri-Squares, which 
dances in the Westboro area and are 
now the vice-president couple on the 
club executive. Harold curls with both 
the RA Daytime Mens’ League and – 
along with Wendy – with the DARA 
(Department of Agriculture 
Recreational Association) Curling 
League. Harold and Wendy have a 
vegetable garden in the 

Kilborn/Pleasant Park allotment gardens and were 
able to freeze many meals from their garden last 
fall for when their kitchen would not be available 
during recent renovations.   
 
Harold volunteers with Ottawa West Community 
Support (OWCS) and with South East Ottawa 
Community Health Centre (SEOCHC), both of 
which provide many different social services.  
Harold’s volunteer role with both organizations is 
driving seniors to medical appointments.  
 
Harold was a member of All Saints Westboro 
Anglican church for many years prior to moving to 
Emmanuel after starting to go out with Wendy. At 
Emmanuel he has ushered, served communion, 
been a Lay Reader, coffee server, is a member of 
Council and the Social Action Committee on which 
he is serving as the liaison with SEOCHC. He and 
Wendy are organizing a square, round and line 
dance evening for this September – the Apple 
Harvest Hoedown. He chairs the Recruitment 
Committee. 



 

Personal Profile: Wendy McCracken 
 
Wendy was born in Napanee. She is the eldest of 
four children, with two brothers and a sister. When 
her father joined AECL in 1967 the family left 
Napanee for Petawawa, and then two years later 
moved to Whitby when her father was transferred 
to the Pickering Nuclear Generating Station. 
Growing up, Wendy remembers many visits to 
family in Napanee, her parents’ active involvement 
in both square dancing and the church, and 
wonderful camping holidays that took the six family 
members across England and Ireland and – with 
the two family dogs – across Canada and around 
the US. 
 
Wendy went to Trent 
University, where she 
earned a BA 
(Economics). Upon 
graduation she moved 
to Edmonton where 
she found a job with 
the Alberta Bureau of 
Statistics. After four 
years in Edmonton 
Wendy decided it was 
time to return to 
Ontario and to school. 
She moved to 
Hamilton, to McMaster 
University where she 
earned her MA 
(Economics). On 
graduation Wendy 
joined the Department 
of Employment and 
Immigration (currently 
known as Human 
Resources and Skills Development) in Ottawa, 
where she worked through most of her career. 
Principle areas of work included immigration and 
learning policy development, and labour market 
analysis and research. Career highlights include 
coordination of a review with the provinces of 
Canada’s adult learning policies and working with 
other government departments to coordinate 
economic research practices. Wendy retired in 
2013. 
 
Wendy has one daughter: Kathleen. Growing up, 
Kathleen was a keen member of Emmanuel’s youth 
programs, enjoying ski trips, Future Quest, hiking in 
the Adirondacks, Easter vigils, volunteer work at 
the Mission, and a Habitat build in New Orleans.  
Kathleen currently lives in Toronto, where she is 

the Marketing Coordinator for CS&P Architects. 
Aside from her work and loving being in Toronto, 
Kathleen’s primary interest is in seeing the world. 
Travels include four months backpacking in 
Southeast Asia, six months with the marketing 
department at Nairobi’s Aga Khan University 
Hospital, six months backpacking around South 
America, and – most recently – two weeks scuba 
diving in Honduras. At present, Kathleen is 
responsible for the Flicker feed for Olivia Chow’s 
Toronto mayoralty campaign. 
 
Wendy is active at Emmanuel. At present she is a 
member-at-large of Council. She is a member of 
the Social Action Committee and the Ministry and 

Personnel Committee. 
She also counts 
collection, is involved in 
communion preparation 
and the Emmanuel book 
club, ushers, serves 
coffee and helps out in 
the kitchen. 
 
Wendy enjoys curling at 
the RA Centre and with 
the DARA Curling Club, 
Square dancing with the 
MERI Squares, 
gardening, sewing, 
reading, time with family 
(particularly her parents 
in Brighton) and friends. 
Wendy and Harold have 
season tickets for the 
Ottawa Little Theatre 
and Opera Lyra. They 
have plans to attend a 
number of plays at the 

Stratford and Shaw Festivals this summer.   
  
Wendy celebrates the welcoming, diverse, active 
Emmanuel environment. While she has been a 
member for many years, the time since her 
retirement has provided an opportunity for Wendy 
to become more involved in the church’s activities, 
and to appreciate anew the warmth and many 
talents of her congregational colleagues. We are 
blessed indeed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Embracing the Human Jesus’  
A review of a Snowstar InstituteWorkshop  
 

I attended the Snowstar Institute workshop led by 

David Galston on his book ‘Embracing the Human 

Jesus’ on March 7 and 8
th
, 2014 in Ottawa with 

Anne and Bill Squire, Jeannie Page, Carol Scott, 

Russ Pastuch.  David Galston is a practicing United 

Church of Canada minister in Southern Ontario.  

 

The workshop began Friday evening with a 

discussion about why the historical Jesus matters. 

The Christian religion has developed based on the 

divinity of Jesus and in our scientific knowledge 

based society, there are many who believe this is an 

idea from the ancient world that is no longer 

believable. This clash between contemporary 

thinking and Christian tradition has precipitated a 

crisis. The historical Jesus teaches us to challenge 

myth; shows that religion is a human creation; and 

teaches us the value of skepticism. A human Jesus 

calls for more than a revision but a new path.  

On Saturday, Galston began with a discussion on 

why Jesus and his wisdom is important, not his 

dogma. Many scholars view Jesus as an end-time 

prophet, not well suited to the contemporary world. 

Galston maintains that whether you take the 

apocalyptic or non-apocalyptic view, virtually all 

scholars see Jesus as a wisdom teacher, and he 

explained how and why building on the ancient 

wisdom of Jesus still has meaning in the world 

today.  

The rest of the workshop was devoted to the 

question of how to take a human Jesus to church. 

This entails rejecting the gospel versions of the 

Christ, which is the theology of the gospel writers, 

not the Word of God, and looking instead at the Q 

Gospel, which is the sayings of Jesus derived from 

the gospels. Galston formulates and proposes a new 

service not of worship but of celebration, and 

recommends we replace ‘guilt, judgment, 

forgiveness, and proclaiming’–with ‘common 

humanity, education, compassion, and honesty.’ 

The focus shifts from worship to learning, and even 

though the historical Jesus is the inspiration of such 

a community, he is not the only one from whom we 

can learn. It’s an educational celebration. One key 

item in his new order of service is that communion 

is replaced with a ‘Banquet of Hope’. 

I find the work of Galston and other members of the 

Jesus Seminar to be highly scholarly –and a genuine 

quest to find the underlying truth. Our society 

associates religion with violence, abuse, racism, and 

sexism. The precipitous decline in church 

attendance over the last 50 years is a bleak indicator 

of the crisis facing religion today. I believe that in 

Embracing the Human Jesus, Galston has laid a 

valuable foundation on which Christians can build 

to carry on a meaningful relationship with the 

mystical Jesus that has value in contemporary 

society.  

A member of the audience asked Galston if he 

believed in God and he said he doesn’t believe in a 

conscious God but he was comfortable with God as 

mystery. I would like to see slightly more emphasis 

on God as mystery in the taking of a human Jesus to 

church. I see a more lasting future for the church as 

a spiritual centre than as a centre of learning - a 

place where compassionate people meet, to learn, to 

grow spiritually, to work together to care for 

creation, seek justice and peace, and awaken hope 

in the world. This future relies on the church 

breaking free from dated, hateful, religious dogma 

which is used to justify discrimination and terrorism 

and instead learning from the teachings of spiritual 

wisdom teachers to make our world today a better 

place.  

 

Lynn Solvason 

 

 

 

A humourous space-filler 

 
Three Engineers 

 

There are three engineers in a car: an electrical 

engineer, a chemical engineer and a Microsoft 

engineer.  Suddenly the car engine shuts off, leaving 

the three engineers stranded by the side of the road.  

All three engineers look at each other wondering 

what could be wrong. The electrical engineer 

suggests stripping down the electronics of the car 

and trying to trace where a fault might have 

occurred.  The chemical engineer, not knowing 

much about cars, suggests that maybe the fuel is 

becoming emulsified and getting blocked 

somewhere. Then, the Microsoft engineer, not 

knowing much about anything, comes up with a 

suggestion, "Why don`t we close all the windows, 

get out, get back in, open the windows again, and 

maybe it`ll work !?" 
 
 



 

Threads of Hope for African 

Grandmothers 
Congratulations to Emmanuel’s own Margaret Hope! 
 
 I must tell you off the top that Margaret is a 91 year old 

marvel with needle and thread who joined us at Emmanuel last 

January.  When I asked if I could write this piece, her response 

was, “won’t that sound a bit like bragging?” Well Margaret, 

anyone who remembers your creation of that beautiful, 
historical quilt that inspired a sermon and with your 

permission graced a rocking chair one Sunday morning will 

know that you are not the bragger here; it is I. I want others to 

know and celebrate your amazing talent and I know the Spirit 

of God would wholeheartedly agree. 

In late winter Margaret was asked by the local Granny 

Movement if she would create a piece of fabric art in support 

of the Stephen Lewis Foundation Campaign. 

Her art exhibit is called “Faith, Hope and Charity”. With a 

country backdrop, she has created the scene of an African 

Grandmother walking with her two grandchildren who are 
embraced in the golden rays from the heavens. The rays 

represent faith, the grandmother is the symbol of charity and 

the children are life’s hope. One cannot adequately explain 

with words the beauty of this art form, but hopefully when the 

textile art exhibition begins to tour on October 1, 2014, it will 

provide an opportunity to feast our eyes upon this gift, should 

Ottawa be a stop on the tour map.  The exhibits will be in the 

Waterloo Museum for the Gala Opening on May 25, 2014 and 

a closing sale in the spring of 2015. 

On her entry form Margaret was asked to explain what 

inspired her to enter. Her response was, “I have been blessed 
with good eyesight, hands that still work well, a vivid 

imagination and so this is my way of counting my blessings 

and donating any money gleaned from this exhibit to the 

cause.”  

 

The Granny Movement anticipates a creative and inspiring 

exhibition that celebrates the hope and extraordinary resolve 

of the African Grandmothers for a vibrant future for 

themselves and the 14 million children orphaned by the HIV 

pandemic. 

Thank you to the talent and generosity of the arts 

community and most especially to one of our own, 

Margaret Hope. (submitted by Patty Kavcic)      

 

HOW GREAT IS THIS?!! 
Thursday Morning Discussion Group  

 

Who would have thought that through the medium of 

technology we would be able to reunite each week with our 

friends, Russ and Areta who had returned to their second 

home in Los Angeles? Many thanks to Russ Pastuch who sets 

up the projector and Skypes our friends into our midst. Now 

grant it, one can’t give a hug, but we can say “a top of the 

morning to you”, which by the way, when we are meeting at 
9:30am, it really is a top of the morning for Russ and Areta as 

their time is 6:30am.  

This is worked so well that Russ and Areta agreed to do a 

presentation (via Skype) on a seminar they attended led by 

famous theologian Marcus Borg. 

Seventy-six years ago when I was born, such creative energy 

would have seemed impossible, but here we are in the 21st 

century proclaiming the Word of God instantaneously over 

thousands of miles apart to each other! 

Bless you Russ Pastuch, for bringing us on board, that we 

might experience the benefits of our modern miracles. Keep 
up the good work Russ, we might eventually see its benefits in 

worship one day! Patty Kavcic 

 

News from the Memorials Co-ordinator  

 

Just a note to let you, the Emmanuel Family know 
that a small ad hoc committee comprised  of Irene 
Bakker, Pat Harris, Carmen Contreras, Keith Jeacle 
and Ron Squires along with  myself met three times 
to take an in-depth look at some concerns around 
Memorials, the book and the fund.  
 
As in all areas of our lives, change is inevitable. When 
the church opened, it seemed  appropriate to honour a 
loved one with a gift of money for some needed item or 
the item itself, like the stained glass windows. The name 
of the person being honoured then went into the book.  
Many years later, our congregation, along with several 
other church congregations has evolved into a different 
time and space as we seek to honour “All” persons of 
our Emmanuel family.  
 
The amalgamation of the three churches was an 
opportune time to give consideration to how best to 
honour those who die. After much discussion, it was 
agreed we would no longer use the books, but we 
would honour each person by placing their names: 
in our quarterly  newsletter, in the weekly bulletins, 
in the monthly packet and in the inside cover of the  
annual report. As well, we will continue to honour 



 

 

them with a moment of remembrance at the annual 
meetings. The three books will now reside with the 
archives. 

 
 As many of you are aware, “in memory donations” are 
now made to “Simplify Your Celebrations”, a fund that 
offers an opportunity for gifts of money to help reduce 
our revitalization debt. This naturally lessens the 
donations to the memorial fund.  Consequently, we 
spent some time wondering how we might keep this fund 
alive during our revitalization process. We considered 
whether finding a primary role for the fund like  
contributing to a Parish Nurse Ministry budget in the 
future would be more attractive to people wanting to 
contribute to such a worth-while cause. However, it was 
thought by Council that this fund does many good works 
in the life of our church family and so we will continue to 
hope it will survive these next few years. To give you 
some idea of how the fund is presently being used, I will 
list a few examples.  It pays for our lunch out program, 
for postage for parcels to our university students away 
from home, for wool for prayer shawls, for rebinding 
More Voices, for the putting up of Christmas lights on the 
tree in the yard, for new-comer lunches, funeral 
receptions, for our music license, for items in the kitchen, 
for materials for hangings done by the quilters  and 
toward the projector; among other uses. Thank you to all 
who have contributed over the years.   Blessings from 
your co-ordinator, 
 
Patty Kavcic 
 

Shafts of Copper Light 
 

Morning is bursting 

With new life. 

Before dawn 

Birds begin to sing 

Their joy to one another. 

The distinctive call 
Of red-winged blackbirds 

Quickens my heart 

As they seek their mates. 

Nesting has begun. 

Two geese fly overhead, 

Their deep call of returning 

Announcing their presence 

To all who will listen – 

Their mighty wings taming the air. 

And from the treetop 

Outside my window 
The raucous call of brother crow 

Splits day from night, 

Awakening passion. 

The orb of sun 

Breaks through purple clouds, 

Sending shafts of copper light 

Through the air, emblazing my soul. 

Spring has begun. 

 

Carol Grace Scott 

“A Collection of Conversations” 

April 6, 2014 Carol Grace Scott 

 

2015 River Cruise 

 

Join your fellow sailors in a river cruise next spring. 

From April 30th, 2015 to May 10th we will sail 

through the Netherlands on a cruise called "Tulips 

and Windmills". 

 

Information and/or brochures from Lee 

Langner 731-7262 
 

On May 9 Andrew Johnston, son of Phyllis MacRae and 

Richard Johnston, was awarded his JD (Juris Doctor) degree 

from the University of Detroit Mercy Law School. Andrew 

will spend the summer studying for the exams for the 

Michigan bar and will continue his job search. He hopes to 

stay in Detroit and practice law there. His parents hope he will 

find a job soon. 



 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES  
 
May 11th Christian Family Sunday 

May 18th Commissioning of Pilgrims to Ireland & Iona 

May 25th  Living Into Right Relations: youth testimonies from Haida Gwaii 

 

 People News 

 
James Kelt Booth, deceased,  February 12, 2014 

John Ellis, deceased, February 23, 2014 

Norma Craig, deceased, March 25, 2014 

Carolyn McMullen, deceased,  March 30, 2014 

 

Laura Catherine Newton, baptized, April 6, 2014 

Thomas Leslie Lincoln, baptized, April 27, 2014  
 

Congratulations to Wesley Burness who placed second in the Danier (Leather) Design 

Challenge in January. Wesley also had a runway show on April 22 during Fashion Art Week in Toronto. 

 

Proceeds Allocation Committee  

Letter to Congregation No. 2. 
 

Dear Members of the Emmanuel Family, 
 
Please refer to our letter in the May packet which provides background to the work of the 

Proceeds Allocation Committee which has the task of recommending how the church can 

benefit from the money coming from the sale of the Wesley property.  The Committee has 

decided that it would recommend that the $459,000 identified by the Finance Committee 

to be set aside for debt retirement, and presented to Council in April, would be included as 

a recommendation of the Committee to Council in June.  After accounting for this 

recommendation there will still remain significant funds, which we are blessed with from 

the Wesley property sale, for many other uses.  

 

A great number of ideas have come forward as to what good projects should be funded in 

order to support the vision and mission of Emmanuel.  We are in the process of identifying 

and defining the ideas that have been presented and categorizing them so that more 

pointed discussions can take place in the fall.  This work will continue in the summer.  Committee chairs will be asked to 

comment on the cost and feasibility of some of the ideas that would fall under the responsibility of their committees.  

We are tentatively looking at four categories: Internal Programs; External Programs/Outreach; Building improvements; 

and Debt Repayment. 

 

Although many ideas have come forward through the Visioning process and earlier, there may be potential projects that 

have been missed or where people who have presented ideas have further information that could be shared and 

included for review by the committee or presented more clearly for discussion in the fall.   

 

A suggestion box has been placed in the narthex for this purpose.   We ask that all suggestions be submitted before the 

end of June, preferably in the suggestion box, 

 or by email to Committee members.    

(Marg Armstrong, Carmen Contreras, Joan Foster-Jones, George McLellan, Linda Smith, Ross White) 

 



 

 


