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The Gay Parade 



The 500th Anniversary of Luther's 95 Theses 

As Protestants it is appropriate to remember the 
history of our origins in the Reformation. Its 
beginning is usually chosen as the time Luther 
nailed his 95 theses to the door of the Church in 
Wittenberg: October 31, 1517, challenging the 
Pope to a theological debate. 

Until the 16th century, Roman Catholicism was the 
state religion of Europe. It was a time of change. 
The Renaissance is often dated to 1453 when the 
Turks took Constantinople resulting in educated 
Greeks moving west bringing classical learning with 
them, revitalizing university education. Within 150 
years 17 new universities were founded in 
Germany.  In 1439, Gutenberg invented movable, 
reusable type making printing affordable. Luther 
was 9 when Columbus discovered America. Five 
years later da Gama rounded the Cape of Good 
Hope and sailed to India. Copernicus first published 
his evidence of a sun-centred understanding of the 
earth's movement in 1512. Duchies and princely 
states were being unified into nations. The 
peasantry were organizing revolts to break out of 
their extreme poverty. Canon Law was being 
replaced by Civil law.  

Many recognized the problem and criticized the 
Church. Savonarola, a loyal Catholic and prophetic 
minister strived for a moral reformation. He was a 
puritan before the Puritans. For his criticism of the 
Pope and Curia , he was burned at the stake when 
Luther was just 16. Vilari wrote" Luther himself 
could not have been so successful in inaugurating 
his reform had not the sacrifice of Savonarola given 
a final proof that that it was hopeless to hope for 
the purification of Rome." Starting in the 12th 
century a long series of brotherhoods arose 
seeking a deeper relation between the soul and 
God in Chris despite the Inquisition's  cruel efforts 
to stop them.. 

Luther began by criticizing the selling 
of indulgences, insisting that the Pope had no 
authority over purgatory and that the Catholic 
doctrine of the merits of the saints had no 
foundation in the gospel. The Protestant position, 
however, would come to incorporate doctrinal 
changes such as sola scriptura ( scripture-based 
practice) and sola fide (forgiveness through faith). 
The core motivation behind these changes 
was theological, though many other factors played 
a part, including the rise of nationalism, 
the Western Schism  (the 60 years the Pope lived 
in Avignon) that eroded faith in the Papacy, the 
perceived corruption of the Roman Curia, the 

impact of humanism, and the new learning of 
the Renaissance that questioned much traditional 
thought. 

Luther got his debate. He faced the Pope's 
representative before the Emperor in Worms. He 
translated the Bible into German. He wrote hymns 
and encouraged congregational singing. He 
married and had children. 

Printers produced 8-page pamphlets, explaining 
reformation doctrine that could easily be hidden if 
necessary.  

The largest groups were 
the Lutherans and Calvinists. Lutheran churches 
were founded mostly in Germany, the Baltics and 
Scandinavia, while the Reformed ones were 
founded in Switzerland, Hungary, France, the 
Netherlands and Scotland. 

There were also reformation movements 
throughout continental Europe known as 
the Radical Reformation, which gave rise to 
the Anabaptist, Moravian and other 
Pietistic movements 

The Roman Catholic Church responded with 
a Counter-Reformation initiated by the Council of 
Trent. Much work in battling Protestantism was 
done by the well-organised new order of the Jesuits. 
In general, Northern Europe, with the exception of 
most of Ireland, came under the influence of 
Protestantism. Southern Europe remained Roman 
Catholic, while Central Europe was a site of a fierce 
conflict, culminating in the Thirty Years' War, which 
left it devastated. 

The Thirty Years' War was a series of wars 
in Central Europe between 1618 and 1648. It was 
one of the longest and most destructive 
conflicts in European history, and the 
deadliest European religious war, resulting in eight 
million casualties. Initially a war between various 
Protestant and Catholic states in the 
fragmented Holy Roman Empire, it gradually 
developed into a more general conflict involving 
most of the great powers.  

Times have changed. The Vatican Council (1959- 
63) promoted Ecumenism with observers from 
many Protestant and Orthodox churches present. 
Many of us in our visits to El Salvador have been 
deeply impressed by the Catholics we met, by their 
outreach to the poor, by the courage of their clergy 
and professors. We do most of our Social justice 
work with them and other churches through Kairos.  

Bob Armstrong     newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 
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From our Interim Minister's Desk 

 

Art Pilgrimage to Europe  

By Rev. Dr. Christine Johnson 

 

The world of art has always fascinated me. Visual 

art, performing art, literary art – all of them have 

drawn me into their wonder and imagination.  

 When I was a university student at Carleton 

University in the late 70s, early 80s, one of my 

favourite places was the National Gallery of Canada.  

At that time, it was free, and since I was living in 

Centretown, I would go many times to the same 

show.  One of the most influential shows of my 

entire life happened then. It was called “The 

Russian Avantegarde.”  For the first time I began to 

understand the beauty of abstract art, the play of 

colour and form on the canvas.  Its thick catalogue, 

priced at the then astronomical sum of $60, has 

become one of my prized possessions.   

 Another favourite memory of looking at art 

involves spending a lot of time at the Art Gallery of 

Ontario’s collection of Tom Thomson, and his 

contemporaries. The bold energy of these paintings, 

with their wild wind, strong trees, and complicated 

skies, touched my heart.  I could feel the vibrations 

of Spirit flowing from their fingers into the paint 

and on to the canvas.  

 A few years ago, the NGC curated an 

exhibition of Vincent Van Gogh.  It was a revelation 

because I didn’t know that Van Gogh had a deep 

faith and wanted to be a minister working among 

the poor.  When his church rejected him as unfit to 

be a minister, he turned to painting as his second 

calling.  It’s hard to stand in front of a Van Gogh 

painting without being struck by the living nature 

of the brushstrokes, the energy that jumps out at 

the viewer.   His paintings capture not only the 

scene in vibrant colours, they draw you into the 

artist’s vision and you begin to see as he sees. 

 As you can tell, one of my favourite 

activities is going to art galleries.  I’ve learned over 

many years that art appreciation teaches you how 

to see, to really look at the details and to allow the 

art to speak to you directly.   

 For many years, I’ve wanted to travel to 

Europe to see some of the great art I’ve only seen 

in books. Plus, I have a friend who is a marble 

sculptor living in Italy, and it had been my dream 

for many years to go see him and find out more 

about the Pietrasanta and Carrera areas. 

 It might interest Emmanuel United 

parishioners to know that a chance meeting I had 

with Peter Lougheed inspired me to finally take 

action.  I was asking him all about his trip to Rome 

with his wife, Jan.  He was happy to share a lot of 

details, and when I told him about my dreams, he 

told me that I HAD to go “even if I had to put it on 

my line of credit.”  Well, somehow his comment 

sparked something deep within me about the fact 

that I’ll never go unless I make the decision to go.  

So, I spoke to my husband, and we decided to dip 

into our savings (and I had to say goodbye to my 

dream of a screened-in porch on our house) so that 

I could do a pilgrimage to Europe and its art 

capitals. 

 When I started to do some planning, I 

realized that my 26-year-old twins might be free to 

come for all or part of my travels.  So, it turned out 

that Scott could come for one week, and Peter 



could come with me for the whole trip.  We 

decided that the three of us would spend a week in 

Paris, and then Peter and I would continue on to 

Italy.   

 Art was the theme, even for them.  In Paris, 

we travelled to Chateau de Chantilly, an estate 

north of Paris that is full of sculpture, paintings, 

furnishings, books, fine crafts like lace, jewellery 

and textiles.  We visited the Louvre and were awed 

by the sheer size of it. Then, the Eiffel Tower for a 

great view of the city, Notre Dame cathedral, and 

wandering around the Latin Quarter with its streets 

full of the spirits of many great artists of the past.  

We travelled to Versailles, with its luxurious 

apartments and vast ornamental gardens. All of us 

enjoyed the Pompidou Centre, not only for its 

modern art, but for its architecture.  

 In Pietrasanta, Italy, our friend Douglas 

Robinson showed us an old marble quarry and 

introduced us to many contemporary marble 

sculptors.  We saw his studio and a large collective 

studio that housed many artists from around the 

world. He also served as our guide to Pisa, where 

we saw the leaning tower, and to Venice, where we 

attended the Architectural Biennale and did an 

extensive visit to the island of Murano, to look at 

the home of Venetian glass.  On Murano, we found 

a church with the most exquisite mosaic floors I’ve 

ever seen.  

 After we said goodbye to Doug, Peter and I 

went on to Florence and although this wasn’t in 

our plan, we decided to spend the better part of a 

week there.  I’m so glad we did.  We visited the 

Duomo, the Uffizi Gallery, the Accademia Gallery, 

the Palazzo Pitti, the former palace of the Medici 

family. We found Santa Croce church, where 

Galileo and Michelangelo are entombed.  I went to 

an amazing exhibition of 20th century fashion at the 

Salvatore Ferragamo Museum. We walked the 

streets with all its outdoor sculpture, looked at all 

the leather products and ate gelato every day.  

 In Rome, we went to the Coliseum and the 

Forum (of course!).  I found Santa Maria de 

Trastevere Church a treasure.  Its chancel mosaic of 

Jesus and his mother, among many other images, is 

awe inspiring.  Mosaics are a wonder to me.  These 

great scenes are built one tiny piece at a time. Then 

we went to Saint Peter’s Basilica and the Vatican 

Museums.  Just walking in St. Peter’s square gave 

me goosebumps.  One sees it on television and 

then you’re really there! 

 Peter and I flew back to Paris to get our 

flight home so we had a chance to visit the Musee 

d’Orsay, the home of Monet, Manet, Van Gogh and 

many impressionists, which delighted both of us.  

The next day – no art! We stood up for eight hours 

to watch the Tour de France race into Paris for its 

final leg.  It was a pretty thrilling end to a 

wonderful pilgrimage. 

 In these cities, art is everywhere.  It’s on the 

streets, on the buildings, in the parks, in the stores, 

restaurants.  Churches are full of painted ceilings, 

painted canvases, wooden reliefs, mosaics, relics, 

vessels, you name it.  And then, the architecture!! 

It’s the air that you breathe.   

 My description here only provides a brief 

window into the rich experience I had.  What made 

the journey even richer was my chance to share it 

with my sons.  I’m so thankful for the work of 

artists and the way they enrich my life.  

 I believe that art connects us with the 

creative spirit of God.  Just as God created and is 

creating, so do artists tap into Spirit in order to 

create new ideas and objects in the world.  

Whenever I look at a piece of art, it stimulates my 

creative side and inspires me to make art.  My 

pilgrimage to some of the art centres of Europe 

was a thrill and a dream come true.  And now, all I 

want to do is keep travelling and keep looking at 

art!  

 

Christine 



From our Christian Education Minister's Desk 

 

 

 In the small town where I lived in 

Newfoundland there was a beach made up entirely 

of broken pieces of worn down sea glass.  The 

beach, which was appropriately named Glassy 

Beach, was the result of previous generations who 

had deposited their trash into the ocean.  Over time 

the ocean’s movement along with the forces of the 

wind, water and ice drove the bottles and dishes 

from the trash pounding them against the rocky 

shoreline, breaking them apart and leaving behind a 

beach made of small broken pieces of worn glass.   

The beach is not only amazing and beautiful, it is 

sprawling and rugged.  Interestingly enough, it is 

also hidden - so hidden that many of the local 

people don’t know that it exists.   

Because it was hidden, and because it was 

so beautiful, I would go to the beach often.  I would 

go there to seek solitude in the business of my life.  

I would go to the beach to seek out the treasures 

hidden amongst the broken pieces of glass. 

When I think of Glassy Beach I often think 

of the words from Matthew 13:44 “The kingdom of 

God is like a treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy goes and 

sells all that he has and buys the field”.   

We don’t have to look very hard to discover 

there are many treasures around us.  Without a 

doubt Creation is a treasure.  God’s Creation is 

filled with beauty and wonder just as it is filled with 

people who are willing to seek out and appreciate 

its treasures.  Many of God’s churches are also 

filled with treasures 

As I am writing this report, I have only been 

with Emmanuel United Church for a few weeks, but 

what I have discovered is that this is a faith 

community that has many treasures.  I have seen 

these treasures in the youth and how they 

enthusiastically participated in hiking together this 

past weekend.   I have witnessed it in how many 

came together to make over 200 pies and how many 

more supported the pie making endeavor through 

their purchases.  I have heard about Emmanuel’s 

treasures in how you are working with partners in 

El Salvador and Zambia and how you are working 

to become an affirming faith community.  I have 

witnessed treasures in the many programs and 

groups that come together for worship, Christian 

development, outreach and fellowship.    

As we continue ministry together and as I 

reflect on what treasure might be hidden in the 

people of Emmanuel United Church, I believe that 

this church has something to offer Creation.  

Whether it is encouraging all to explore their faith 

or reaching out to the larger community, Emmanuel 

has something to offer.  It is as if God is saying to 

us “this is my treasure, value it”.  And for that I say 

Amen. 

Rev. Catherine Gutjahr 

 



Personal Profile: Christine Johnson 

 

Christine grew up on a tomato farm near 

Wallaceburg ON, which is near Chatham, 

about an hour south of London. She is one of 

nine children; she has 5 sisters and three 

brothers.  Her mother is 86 and  her Dad 89.  

He still goes out to the farm every day to work. 

Now owned by one of the brothers,the farm  

now grows different cash crops: wheat, corn 

and soy beans. 

Growing up, there were always chores. 

Christine is an expert with a hoe. Today, with 

herbicides it would be different but there would 

still be chores. 

The family were strong members of the Free 

Methodist Church: regular worship, Sunday 

School and all the usual youth activities. 

 She started her university training here at 

Carleton for Journalism. She was Arts Editor 

for the Charlatan, the university’s weekly paper 

and did a weekly radio program called “Artistic 

Licence” on the university station. 

After graduation with a B.J. degree, Christine 

got a job as  Art Administrator with the Quinte 

Arts Council, then moved to the Ontario Arts 

Council. She ran a public Art Gallery in 

Kingston. 

Christine went back to university at Emmanuel 

College, the United Church’s theological 

college to prepare for a second career with an 

M.Div. degree. She followed this with a 

doctorate in Ministry at the Chicago 

Theological Seminary, Hyde Park, Chicago 

specializing in preaching.  

Christine met her husband, James Murray, 

when he was a student at Queens Theological 

School in Kingston. At present he is the 

minister of Dominion Chalmers United Church 

here in Ottawa. 

They have three sons: Nathan(29) and twins 

Peter and Scott (26). Nathan is married to 

Melissa. They have a daughter Evelyn (1). He 

is a PhD candidate in English Literature  at U 

of T. Peter  has a master’s degree in IT and 

works for Shoppers Drugmart. Scott(26) after 

finishing his legal training at Osgoode Hall is 

articling with the Ministry of Labour. 

When she has free time Christine enjoys 

creating art. She paints, she enjoys working in 

multi-media combining, fabric, knitting and 

belting. She likes to quilt and has tried 

spinnning. She enjoys reading, particularly 19th 

century novels. 

Family has kept her busy, but they do enjoy 

traveling. They had a tour England and 

Scotland with a memorable stop at Iona. She 

made a trip to Paris and Italy with the twins. 

They have travelled through Canada. They 

have made trips for continuing education to 

California and to Atlanta.  

Christine is amazed by the activities at 

Emmanuel and by the number and the variety 

of our musicians. She is looking forward to 

working with Catherine and Pat and with 

Council.  

 



 

Personal Profile: Catherine Gutjahr 

Catherine was born and grew up in Sudbury 

Ontario. She has 3 younger brothers. Her Dad 

worked for Inco as a mechanic. She had a 

stay-at-home mother. The family were active 

members of the Catholic church attending 

every Sunday. She went to Catholic schools. 

Her brothers live in Ottawa, Edmonton and 

Sudbury. 

Her childhood play was centred around the 

playground with a lot of her free time spent 

outdoors. She played ringette as her organized 

sport.  

After high school, Catherine went to Humber 

College in Toronto to study Floral Design. She 

studied Business Administration at a 

community college. She did Women’s Studies 

at Laurentian University in Sudbury. 

Catherine is married to Steve. They have two 

children: Caitlyn and Alex. Caitlyn lives in 

Ottawa and has a one-year-old, Ella. Alex is in 

the reserve Army. He is a clerk working in 

recruiting in Montreal. Stephen works for Tim 

Horton’s. He is a district manager working with 

the different franchises to make sure they 

maintain the company’s high standards.  

In Winnipeg, she enrolled in the Diaconal 

Ministry program at The Centre for Christian 

Studies. After graduation and commissioning 

she was settled at Grace United in Springdale, 

Newfoundland. 

They like to spend their holidays travelling and 

camping. This summer Catherine and Steve 

tried their skills at outback camping, travelling 

by kayak and taking all their gear. At home, 

gardening is her passion. She likes to 

experiment with different kinds of plants and 

vegetables. She paints watercolours to satisfy 

her artistic urges. 

Catherine has travelled to Colombia with 

Christian Peacemakers and to Haiti to work in 

an orphanage. 

She is particularly interested in working on 

social justice issues. For instance she has 

worked with women in jail, with a local unit of 

Kairos and with a refugee group when they 

lived in Barrie.  

When they lived in Newfoundland she was the 

only professional minister in the congregation. 

She looks forward to sharing her Diaconal 

Ministry with the youth and others here at 

Emmanuel United. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pilgrimage to Haida Gwaii                     Joyce White 

In many First Nations communities, people greet 

each other with “I see you” and the reply is “I am 

here”.  This is such a welcoming greeting and this 

sense of community was evident when eleven 

pilgrims journeyed to Haida Gwaii  from July 14-21, 

and two others from Emmanuel were there in spirit.  

The purpose was to learn more about the history, 

culture and issues of First Nations people from 

members of the Haida Nation who have been at the 

forefront of recovering their ancestry, culture, 

traditions and languages and protecting their lands, 

the sea and resources.   

We flew from Vancouver to Sandspit, on Moresby 

Island, boarded a car ferry to Graham Island and 

journeyed to our lodging at Haida House at Tllaal, 

which the local First Nations community owns and 

benefits from.  It is a welcoming place with a 

wonderful staff and there is an easy walk to the 

beach on a path lined with white seashells. 

At the Haida Heritage Centre, we experienced the 

living culture of the Haida in a beautiful setting by 

the water. Skidegate Days was an enjoyable 

community festival, complete with a canoe race, 

where Ross and Norman were on a team, their 

participation inspired by Patricia from Woodroofe 

United. Fried bread, fish filleting contest and eagles 

enjoying the remains and of course we had to try 

the United Church pies. 

A highlight was a visit to Old Massett, where we 

spent the morning with Master Carver, James Hart, 

who along with his team, is working on a pole to be 

erected at UBC in October. It is called “The 

Reconciliation Pole” and is the first totem to have a 

residential school and children as part of it. The 

school is modeled after one his grandfather and 

aunts and uncles attended. The pole has a theme 

of working together and moving forward to the 

future.  It will be topped off with two boats, moving 

separately, but together and topped with an eagle 

about to take off, symbolizing the future and hope. 

We were on the water in a zodiac with Haida Style 

Expeditions to visit three ancient villages in Gwaii 

Haanas. The Watchmen guard heritage villages 

where the remains of long houses are being taken 

back by the forest. We saw sea life on the journey 

and enjoyed a picnic on the beach at Tanu with the 

best cinnamon buns made by Mary! We were well 

fed pilgrims wherever we went! 

With all that good food, it is a good thing we had 

some hiking time, along the beach and the Golden 

Spruce Trail at Port Clements. (The Golden Spruce 

is a good read, written by John Vaillancourt) and at 

Tow Hill, North Beach, where we felt part of the 

edge of the world from the view at the top! 

As we worship at Emmanuel on unceded Algonquin 

territory let us continue to learn about, respect and 

support the people in our First Nations communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exploring the Affirming Way 

Recently, I fell into conversation with a friend who 

worships at a different church. We 

ended up speaking about my experiences with the 

Affirm Task Group and then about the Affirm 

Conference & Annual General Meeting. It was held 

here in Ottawa the weekend of 

July 22-24 and I was asked to attend on behalf of 

Emmanuel United, along with Becca Johnson, Carol 

Scott and Tia Hywarren. 

I have long considered myself to be a very accepting 

person and content with the very welcoming 

community at Emmanuel. Initially, when the task group 

was formed to lead us toward becoming a specifically 

welcoming congregation to LGTBQ2+ people, I didn’t 

feel any need to help. I felt that when the time came, I 

would consider and support whatever they put forward. 

However, this past spring, I attended the Safe Spaces 

workshops held at Emmanuel. Three things became 

evident:  

 Church communities are one of the places 

people looking for acceptance go.  

 Creating truly accepting spaces for hurt, 

despairing individuals saves lives. 

  Without more self-education, we could fail to 

act in a truly welcoming way to this particular 

group.  

Judy Lincoln spoke of the need for those of us now 

equipping ourselves with this information to help the 

committee. It was time to show up. 

 
In mid-July the weather was hot, Glebe-St. James’ 

sanctuary not air conditioned. Friday’s opening 

worship and the play presented afterwards were a 

steamy affair, but set the tone for the entire weekend; 

a sense of openness, honesty and an atmosphere of 

worship that came from and filled the heart. 

During the weekend the four of us from Emmanuel 

attended the worship and plenary sessions together, 

but chose different workshops to try and glean as 

much knowledge as we could. We knew we would 

compare notes later, (and over a great supper out on 

Saturday, we certainly did that) but most importantly, 

we wanted to equip ourselves to come back to 

Emmanuel more able to have informed conversations. 

For me, more than the details of each workshop, the 

learning experience was found in meeting the people 

– both those who count themselves as LGBTQ and 

those who are officially considered allies.  

Learning some of the stories of people’s lives is 

always a powerful experience. Cindy, Cameron, Iain, 

Theresa. Each with a story of hardships overcome. 

More striking though, is that each of them have and 

are still moving forward with a determination to do 

whatever needs to be done to help and mentor others 

to move with them.  

Those who identify as Gay/Lesbian for example, 

talked with humour, (but absolute sincerity) of how 

they are “yesterday’s news”; mostly unremarkable in 

the current conversation of acceptance and with a 

duty to pull others—transgendered folks being an 

important example, into the normative middle from the 

sidelines of “acceptable”. 

The same feeling existed among the allies we met – 

people from congregations that have officially joined 

Affirm United. I was very surprised to realise that it has 

been around since 1998. Did you know that? Because 

I hadn’t heard until a couple of years ago and I have 

been involved in many aspects of the United Church 

for most of my life. Talking with these folk shows that 

they have had a wealth of positive experiences and 

are very comfortable with those they now count as 

part of their communities. I was very powerfully struck 

by the ease with which we all worshipped together and 

how fulfilling that worship was. God was so very 

evidently present. 

So when I spoke with my friend last month and shared 

these thoughts, we agreed that sometimes we make 

something harder than it really is. Quite often the 

people that seem beyond our reach for a variety of 

reasons, can suddenly be found standing just outside 

the door. We just need to invite them to come in.  

How simple God’s plan really is.  

 

Christine Hywarren for the Affirm Task Group 

 



 

We Walked a Mile in her Moccasins 

 

 We walked a metaphorical mile with Barbara 

Dumont-Hill at the Teleos Retreat at the Galilee 

Centre on September 11 & 12. Most of us had not 

previously met Barbara, and none of us could have 

anticipated the impact her story had on us. 

 Several things struck me about Barbara when 

we met: her ready smile, her stance that said she fully 

claimed her place on Turtle Island, her voice that held 

the cadence of authenticity and truth, and her 

spontaneous laugh. 

 Barbara's story is compelling: of adversity, 

courage, honour and respect. Barbara treated us as if 

we were trusted sisters who were gathered to hear the 

latest episode of her life. She spoke the truth: the 

"Truth" part of the seven years of gathering and 

documenting personal stories by the TRC - the Truth 

and Reconcilitation Commission. 

 Barbara's mother had been diagnosed with 

tuburculosis the day she was born, Her mother spent 

the next several years in the sanitorium in Hull where 

her husband was only allowed to visit her one day a 

month ... if the Indian agent gave his permission. 

Since the mother of the 11 children was in the 

sanitorium, the agent insisted the children be fostered 

out or sent to the residential school. When Barbara's 

father refused, saying his wife would die if her children 

were taken away, the Indian agent said his wife was 

likely going to die anyway, and it would be better for 

the children to be sent away. The father, in his wisdom 

and devotion to his family, whisked them away in the 

middle of the night, to relocate to Quyon, where an 

American, for whom he had previously been a guide, 

ensured he had work in the iron ore mine. 

 There were years of discrimination and poverty 

during her childhood, where the family couldn't 

practice their spiritual traditions or culture, including 

giving up speaking Algonquin in the home, in case 

either the Indian agent or Children's Aid found them as 

unfit parents for not assimilating their children into 

non-native culture. At school, the children were 

excluded from play with non-native kids, and called 

'dirty Indians', even though their parents insisted they 

have immaculately clean, pressed clothing and 

impeccable manners. Barbara spoke of the shame 



she felt when the class was reading a story about 

Indians with blood dripping from scalps, and the class 

turned around to stare at her. She had never heard of 

such atrocities, and felt ashamed to have others think 

she was part of such violence. 

 Her stories of friends and relatives from Gitigan 

Zibi, who experienced life in Residential School, were 

very disturbing. She and her siblings were spared the 

experience, but they all carry scars from the 

challenges of racism and impoverishment of their 

heritage through discriminatory  practices of the 

dominant culture.  

 Barbara explained to us the significance of 

many indigenous spiritual practices, which she is 

learning about and reclaiming as an adult. Prayer is a 

large part of ceremony, and smudging with one of the 

four sacred plants is a way to prepare oneself by 

spiritual cleansing before prayer. Barbara is very 

devoted to living with respect and daily prayer practice 

in relationship with the Creator.  

 She told us that when indigenous people greet 

each other, they usually ask, "Are you living in a good 

way?" as a way to remind each other to live in respect 

to all creation and to follow the teachings of kindness 

and generosity. When they say "All my Relations", 

they are saying that we need to live in harmony with 

everything: all peoples, living creatures, trees, plants, 

rocks, water, air and land.  

 Non-indigenous culture has much to learn from 

the deeply spiritual practices of indigenous peoples 

that was nearly eradicated in the misguided era of 

cultural genocide, which lasted until the late 1960's. 

Racism, and the horrific effects of Residential Schools, 

continues even today. 

 At Emmanuel, we will be devoting space to 

learning more about the recommendations coming out 

of the TRC, and the United Church's steps towards 

reconcilliation since the UCC apology 30 years ago. 

Barbara has been yet another person of the several 

speakers Emmanuel has had over the past several 

years, who have helped us to learn about our own 

history. Before there can be a more balanced 

partnership, we need to hear the Truth of our 

Canadian history. Perhaps then, we will truly begin the 

necessary steps of Reconcilitation.  

Barbara Dumont-Hill embraced the individuals of the 

Teleos group as allies and sisters. We embrace her as 

our teacher and friend. 

   - Carol Scott (Teleos Group) 

Bring Me My Arrows 

E. Russell Smith's fourth book of poetry, Bring Me My 
Arrows, will arrive on October 1, while he and his wife Areta 
Crowell will be in Ireland. However he will launch the book 
with a reception at Emmanuel on Sunday, October 23, 3-5 
p.m. 

Members of the Thursday morning "Heretics" may recognize 
the influence of their discussions in these "poems tracing the 
spectrum between doubt and certainty." Peter Lougheed, who 
saw the manuscript, detects "the intellectual spirit of John 
Donne" in musings that "fire shots across the bow of 
unexamined and evanescent piety." George Elliott Clarke, the 
Parliamentary Poet Laureate, detects the "metaphysical and 
theological concerns" of T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets, in verse 
that is "quiet-toned, introspective, and confident in Art." 

Members of the congregation are invited. Book sales will 
benefit the Revitalization fund 

 You Are Invited... 

BRING ME MY ARROWS 

Poems tracing the spectrum between doubt and certainty 

a new collection by 

E. RUSSELL SMITH 

 

Launch and reception 

Emmanuel United Church 

691 Smyth Road, Ottawa 

Sunday, October 23, 2016, 3-5 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Please support the Canadian Foodgrains 

Bank's "Good Soil" Campaign" 

Each year, as a member of the Canadian Foodgrains 

Bank (CFGB), the United Church releases funds held 

in trust for the CFGB to support Food Assistance, 

nutrition, and agriculture and livelihood projects in 

developing countries. The funds are generously raised 

by United Church volunteers through grassroots 

community growing projects and other means. They 

save thousands of lives and help many rural 

communities, in Africa for example, achieve 

sustainable access to plentiful and nutritious food. 

The CFGB also advocates for progressive aid policies 

at national and international levels. Recently it 

launched its "Good Soil" campaign. The campaign 

calls on the federal government to invest more aid to 

agriculture in developing countries, especially those 

challenged to grow enough food to feed their 

populations. In recent years, the amount Canada's 

official aid for agriculture abroad has declined. 

The Campaign calls on the Canadian Government to 

specifically increase aid for small scale agriculture. 

Small scale farmers feed more than 70% of the world's 

population. With investment they can strengthen their 

capacity to grow more nutritious food and adjust to the 

impact of climate change. 

 

The objective of the Foodgrains Bank's "Good Soil 

Campaign" and support for agroecological farming 

practices can't be achieved without you. As citizens of 

this country, your voice is vital to influencing the 

Government of Canada. The purpose of your Member 

of Parliament is to represent your needs and concerns 

to the government. They will only know what matters 

to you if you tell them. You can find addresses for your 

MP here: 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members   

Insert your postal code. That will take you to your MP's 

page. There you will find his postage-free address and 

his e-mail address. 

Submitted by Social Action 

 

 

Bulletin Blunders 

Pat Harris sent me these gems. Nobody is perfect I 

am sure she dreads the day when some such blunder 

occurs in our Bulletin. 

1) When parking on the north side of the church, 

please remember to park on an angel. 

2) Barbara remains in the hospital and needs 

blood donors. She is also having trouble 

sleeping and requests tapes of the Pastor's 

sermons. 

3) Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given 

to the secretary. 

4) Newsletters are not being sent to absentees 

because of their weight. 

5) Bertha Belch a missionary from Africa, will be 

speaking tonight. Come tonight and hear 

Barbara Belch all the way from Africa. 

6) Diana and Don request your presents at their 

wedding. 

7) The Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet 

Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door. 

8) Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday 

morning at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch in 

the Hall after the B.S. is done. 

9) A songfest was hell at the Methodist church 

Wednesday. 

10) Glory to God and peas to his people on earth. 

11) There is a sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to 

be baptized on the table in the Narthex. 

12)  The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes 

meals. 

13) Don't let worry kill you off let the church help. 

 

14) The Rev. Adams spoke briefly much to the 

delight of his audience. 

15) The church office will be closed until opening. 

It will remain closed after opening. It will 

reopen Monday. 

16) The concert held in the Fellowship Hall was a 

great success. Special thanks are due to the 

minister's daughter; who labored the whole 

evening at the piano, which as usual, fell upon 

her. 

 

 



UPCOMING SERVICES 

 

 Oct 9 Thanksgiving - C. Johnson - Senior Choir   

Oct 16 Worship & Baptism - C. Johnson - Senior Choir    

  Youth to the Ottawa Mission following worship 

Oct 23 World Food Sunday - C. Gutjahr, Youth & JAM   

Oct 30  All Saints Sunday - C. Johnson - Senior Choir &  

   Emmanubells  

Nov. 6  Remembrance Sunday - C. Johnson - Senior Choir  

  

Baptism 

 

 Steven Wozie Koroma, October 16, 2016 

 

Service Awards of Note 

 
The Sovereign's Medal for Volunteers was presented to Ian Cooper on July 13 by the Governor 

General's representative. 

The Sovereign's Medal for Volunteers was presented to Ann Frederking in a ceremony at the 

Governor General's residence 

Ruth Martin Award for Community Service to Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey 
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