
 

 

 

 

LIFE AND WORK OF 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 

DECEMBER 2016 

 
January Issue Submission Deadline: 

Monday, January 2, 2017 

WELCOME TO EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 

Where the church is the body of Christ with each member 

having unique gifts to share and a ministry to offer.  We invite 

you to come and visit, to worship, to join in our fellowship, to 

participate in our many activities, and to enrich your faith.     

 

For information on any of our church activities, please call  

613-733-0437 or email office@emmanuelunited.ca or go to 

our website at www.emmanuelunited.ca 

No Scents Makes Good Sense  

Emmanuel United Church provides a scent-free 

environment. Please avoid wearing or using scented 

products as some individuals have environmental 

sensitivities. 

Note: The online version of the Packet has the 

personal phone numbers and email addresses of 

Emmanuel members removed.  Contact the 

office for further information.

mailto:office@emmanuelunited.ca
http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/


 

 

 

 

Telephone: 613-733-0437 

Fax: 613-733-0125 

Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca 

 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM   

 

  

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 

                                        (closed 12:30-1:00pm for lunch) 

                                        Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm    

Christine:     Monday – Wednesday 

Catherine:     Tuesday-Thursday                             

 

Minister 

Rev. Dr. Christine Johnson       minister@emmanuelunited.ca 

Christian Education Minister 

Rev. Catherine Gutjahr                   youth@emmanuelunited.ca 

Office Administrator: 

Pat Harris                    office@emmanuelunited.ca 

Leader of Music Ministry      

Theresa Clarke                                  music@emmanuelunited.ca 

Webmaster: 

Will Selkirk                              webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 

Assistant-Webmaster 

Russ Pastuch           assistant.webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 

Envelope Secretary: 

Keith Jeacle                  envelope.secretary@emmanuelunited.ca 

Newsletter Editor: 

Bob Armstrong                           newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 

Volunteer Associate Minister: 

Stewart Hewlett                                    vam@emmanuelunited.ca 

 

http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/
mailto:minister@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:youth@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:office@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:music@emmanuelunited.ca
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mailto:assistant.webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:envelope.secretary@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca
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ANTICIPATING ADVENT 
 

The Christian calendar shapes our faith in an alternative time 

frame.  Instead of being shaped by the Roman calendar and its 

gods, we follow the way of Jesus: from his gestation(Advent), 

to birth(Christmas), to life on earth(Epiphany), to ministry and 

death(Lent), to resurrection(Easter), to the creation of the 

church(Pentecost). 

 

On four Sundays, we will be exploring the theme “What Time 

is It?” The Greek word for time is Kairos, but it’s meaning 

goes deeper than just measuring seconds, minutes and hours.  

Kairos denotes a unique time in which something special is to 

happen.  Advent is certainly full of expectations, anticipation 

and promise.  A woman is pregnant and we’re waiting for the 

child’s birth.  For everyone who has ever been in that position, 

you know how exciting and terrifying it can be.  

 

Advent also includes questions of time on earth, asking about 

end times.   In theological terms, we call that eschatology.  In 

the Bible, a discussion about end times is always about what is 

happening here and now, and anticipating what the future will 

be.  Fundamentalist Christians have highjacked this concept to 

create wild theories about the end of the world.   The early 

Christians interpreted Jesus’ words about returning to earth as 

being an imminent reality.  However, time has proven them to 

be wrong, and forces us to reevaluate what Jesus said and why 

he said it.  It’s a useful exercise to engage in these discussions 

because sometimes thinking about an end point forces us to be 

diligent about how we are treating our home, the earth, right 

now.  The Hebrew people talk about “the day of our Lord,” a 

future hope when the people and its earth will be fully healed, 

a time of Shalom, when we know only abundant life.   

 

Kairos is an ongoing theme in the New Testament.  In fact, it’s 

mentioned 86 times.  So as Catherine and I prepare for Advent, 



 

 

 

 

we will be asking questions like “What time is it in your life?”  

What time is it for the earth? What time is it for Emmanuel 

United Church?  How does our mortality shape our 

understanding of our relationship with God?  How do you 

“manage” your time? 

 

Advent is also a time of preparing for the celebration of 

Christmas.  It’s a fun time when the lights are put up on our 

houses and we decorate with meaningful ornaments.  It’s a 

time of gift-giving and fine food.  It’s a time of remembering 

others who need to hear a word of hope, peace, joy and love.   

 

Advent 1 – November 27 -  Time for Hope – Communion  

Advent 2 – December 4 - Time for Peace – Lunch following 

sponsored by the Cuba pilgrimage 

Advent 3 – December 11 - Time for Joy – White Gift Service, 

Gingerbread Houses, afternoon concert 

Advent 4 – December 18 – Time for Love 

 

On Wednesdays throughout Advent, at 7 pm, a half-hour 

service of reflection and contemplation will be held. On Nov. 

30, Christine Johnson leads the service.  On Dec. 7, Catherine 

Gutjahr leads.  On Dec. 14, members of the Haida Gwaii 

pilgrimage take a turn.  On Dec. 21, members of the Worship 

Committee lead the service.   

 



 

 

 

 

     CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

 
This year, there is a nursery and class for the youngest children, a 

class for children aged 4 through Grade 3, a class for children in 

Grade 4 through 7, and a class for those in Grade 8 and above. 

 

Artistic Expression in Sunday school 

Children in the younger Sunday school are currently enjoying 

music as part of their morning class. 

 

Singing, drama and dance can all be expressions of the 

worship experience – a gift of praise we offer to God 

and an expression of our joy, as we experience God’s love.  

 

Do you have a passion for music? Drama? Dance? 

We would love to enhance our Sunday school’s experience of 

artistic expression. 

 

Please consider sharing your time and talents with our Sunday 

school! 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Youth at Emmanuel are an integral part of our faith community. 

There are times to serve, times to learn and times just for fun. You 

can come to one thing or everything. If there is a fee and it is a 

challenge for you we can help support that opportunity. All are 

welcome! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Emmanuel at the Ottawa Mission 

 Volunteering at The Ottawa Mission is 

your chance to make a difference in your 

community. On the third Sunday of each 

month, from September to May, Emmanuel youth will help 

prepare meals at the Mission. Forms are available on the youth 

board. For more information please see Mary Turnbull or 

Catherine Gutjahr. Youth will be at the Mission in January. 

 

JAM  

JAM is for young people in high school, post secondary school 

and beyond at Emmanuel. It is an opportunity to explore Christian 

contemporary music and secular music with a spiritual or social 

message.  If you are interested in joining JAM this year please talk 

to Jim Lamb. 

 

JAM will begin practicing for the Christmas Eve service starting 

on Nov. 27. The full practice schedule follows: 

 

Sunday, Nov. 27 11:30-12:30pm  Sanctuary 

Sunday, Dec. 4 11:30-12:30pm  Sanctuary 

Sunday, Dec. 11 11:30-12:30pm  Sanctuary 

Sunday, Dec. 18 11:30-12:30pm  Sanctuary 

Saturday, Dec. 24   3:30-4:30pm   Sanctuary 

Saturday, Dec. 24   5:00 Service   Sanctuary 

 

 CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Thursday Morning discussion group, affectionately 

known as "The Heretics", meet Thursday mornings from 9:30-

11:00 for lively discussions based on biblical texts and 

progressive theological books and topics. Coffee, tea & 

refreshments are served up along with the banter. All are 

welcome. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST GIFTS 

EMMANUEL’S FAIR TRADE  

CHRISTMAS MARKET 

Saturday Dec 3, 10am – 2:30pm 

 

Come shop for fair trade gifts from Bridgehead Coffee, 

Cocoa Camino, St. Albert’s Cheese, Zatoun Olive Oils, 

SuraiTea, Pearls for Girls, Ten Thousand Villages, among 

others. 

 

There will be a bake table and tortieres for sale. 

 

Enjoy a coffee and treat or lunch at our Coffee House, as 

well as music from talented members of our congregation. 

If you would like to perform at the coffee house please let 

the office know (613-733-0437). 

 

 

 

Gingerbread House Decorating -  Sunday, 

December 18, after the service. The cost is $10 per 

house. Sign up sheets are posted in the upstairs hall. 

 

 

The Christmas Hamper Project is underway and the sharing 

tree is up in the Narthex. 

 

Each ornament/tag represents an item that we need for one of 

the hampers we have pledged to fill, for six individuals. Please 

take a few minutes to choose one or more items that you could 

contribute. 

 

Bring those items back by Dec. 11 and place them, (with the 

ornament tags attached) back under the same tree. 



 

 

 

 

Tags are for: 

 Non-perishable food 

 Specific items of warm clothing 

 Monetary donations, (for special gifts, items not donated 

& perishable foods)  

 

We also need: 

 Your time! We need help to shop, (for items listed above) 

in order to complete the hampers.  

 Drivers—to deliver the finished hampers to Centretown 

United, on Dec. 22, between 11 a.m. & 5 p.m. 

 

Questions? Feel free to contact Christine Hywarren 

General information about the Project is also available at 

www.christmashamperproject.com If you would like to 

sponsor a hamper on your own please contact the Christmas 

Hamper Project directly. Thank you for helping our outreach 

to this wonderful project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 

fellow travellers on the road, 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load.... 

 

The practice of pilgrimage draws us more deeply into the 

mystery and meaning of our lives, enables participants to see 

the world with new eyes and learn more about each other as 

we travel in community.  Have you considered joining us on 

an Emmanuel Pilgrimage in the coming year?  There will be 

opportunities for local day trips, a Mission Learning trip to 

http://www.christmashamperproject.com/


 

 

 

 

Cuba in February, and a Habitat for Humanity build in 

Louisiana in March. 

 

To learn more about the Cuba trip please contact Jeannie 

Page.  

 

Plans are currently being made for a group to travel to New 

Orleans to help build a home in a neighborhood damaged by 

Hurricane Katrina.  Tentative Date: April 23rd to May 

2nd (depending on flights and activities). The actual date for 

the build is Tuesday April 25th – Saturday April 29th.    

 

Depending on the group there could be some additional 

activities before or after the build.  These activities might be: 

Visit to the French Quarter, Visit to a Plantation or the Jazz 

Festival. Approximate Cost for the trip $1500 (with the 

possibility for fundraising and grants to reduce the cost). 

Registration forms are available on the bulletin board outside 

Catherine’s office and are to be returned by the end of January. 

For more information speak to Catherine or Val Lines. 
 

Emmanuel's Tuesday afternoon Coffee & 

Conversation folks meet at Three Sisters 

Bakeshop (2211 Arch St) from 2:00-3:00. All are 

welcome to join in for camaraderie (... without an 

agenda!)  
 

Zatoun Olive oil is still available at Emmanuel.  Thanks to 

many years of effort by Norman Williams we have been able 

to help farmers in Palestine and enjoy some of the finest olive 

oil produced anywhere in the world.  

 

If you wish to buy Palestinian Zatoun Cold Pressed Extra 

Virgin Olive Oil please contact Ross White at or watch for it 

from time to time on Sunday mornings in the C.E. Hall. 
 

  



 

 

 

 

Emmanuel United Church Book Club  

The Book Club will meet on Monday, 

January 9 in the Lounge.  We meet for 

refreshments at 7pm followed by a discussion 

of Precious Cargo: My Year Driving the Kids on School Bus 

3077 by Craig Davidson.    

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES & GROUPS 
  

Lunch Out 

Come and join us for a fellowship meal in the 

Christian Education Hall on December 7th at 12 

noon. This is an event to which all are invited. 

Following the meal, Nancy and Leon Page will 

share the highlights of their recent trip to South Africa. 

If you wish to attend, please sign the list in the Narthex or 

phone the office by noon on December 5th so that we will 

know how many to prepare lunch for. 

 

Men’s Club Breakfast – Saturday, December 10 at 8:15am, 

Perkins Restaurant (corner of Coventry and Ogilvy Road). All 

men are welcome. 

 

Bridge – meets on Wednesdays from 1:00pm-3:30pm in the 

C.E. Hall 

 

Quilting – on Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  You 

don’t need to come for the whole time – just drop in as suits 

your schedule.  For further information, contact Joan Foster-  

Jones. 

 

Monday Night Christian Meditation Group – The meetings 

are Monday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm. For further 

information contact Bill Meek. 

javascript:edit(15587)


 

 

 

 

Active Artists – Room 9/10, Wednesdays 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. 

Drop-in style. Water colours, acrylics and oils on board. New 

members welcome. BYOL (Bring your own lunch). For more 

information, call the church office at 613-733-0437 or Shirley.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

I have started to spend a lot of time updating pages on the 

website, with gardening season over and skiing yet to begun, 

there is time for this "fun" activity. 

 

Sections such as Get Involved - Adults, are now completely 

pictorial in nature.  I still need updated content for some of the 

pages.  If you are the Chair of a Committee, or Leader of an 

Activity, that has a page, look at what is there and send me 

updates.  If you are the Chair or Leader that doesn't have, but 

would like a web presence, send me pictures and content and I 

will generate a page for you. 

 

What is needed is content and good pictures showing your 

group, both in static and action shots.  Why would someone 

from outside Emmanuel want to be part of your group? That is 

what the text and pictures should address. 

 

The Communications Committee has purchased a microphone 

for the Sanctuary Sound system that can be used both for JAM 

and children's choir.  The advantage of this mike is that it will 

pick up good audio from a distance. 

 

We also purchased a new microphone setup for the Sanctuary.  

Catherine indicated that as she turns her head a lot during 

children's story time, the audio coming out of her current 

wireless mike varies in volume a lot.  This new system is 

digital, has a headset, and will likely be the pattern for 

replacing the, now 20 year, equipment in the Sanctuary in the 

future. 



 

 

 

 

  

Preliminary visioning is taking place around the placement and 

design of the current sound cabinet.  The cabinet lacks the 

space for the electronics that now is placed in it, and its 

placement makes it difficult for the operator to see what is 

happening at the front.  This makes it difficult to ensure that 

the proper mikes are turned on and off.  It also definitely lacks 

the space for the equipment needed as we move into video 

streaming of the services. 

 

And the projector for the Sanctuary rumbles on. 

 

Otherwise all is running smoothly. 
 

Publicity Pointers 

So, your committee decided to have a special event and you 

want to tell the world about it.  That’s when you should talk to 

someone on the Communication committee to get help. 

 

You may need a news release, or a media advisory, or a 

community event announcement or all three. 

If a media advisory is required, should it be for a media 

briefing, photo opportunity, news conference or special event. 

 

A news release may be the answer, but remember you are not 

guaranteed coverage.   

 

The two main reasons a news department will not use your 

release are: 

 

It is not news.  You must think outside the box. 

 

It is poorly written.   

 

Crisp writing is very important in both the print and broadcast 

style and that is why you should not do this yourself. 

 



 

 

 

 

Getting the word out is crucial for success.   

 

After you contact the Communications folks, they will talk to 

you about your event and goals and suggest the best way to get 

the message into the newspapers, or on the radio and 

television. 

 

And remember.  Give the Communications committee as much 

notice as possible.  Publication deadlines vary. 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Emmanuel’s 2016 Annual Report 

A report is required from each committee and group by 

January 9th. Please only include activities that occurred in 

2016. Submissions should be in Word and relatively brief. The 

annual report must be available to the congregation two 

Sundays before the February 21st annual meeting. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 Emmanuel Fundraising Events 2016 
 

On-going year round:  

Quilting Commissions: Fund as stipulated by donor (Joan 

Foster-Jones) 

Slides to Digital:  Revitalization (Ron Squires) 

Simplify Your Celebrations: Revitalization (Irene Bakker) 

Fair Trade Sales: (Palestinian products, Bridgehead, Camino) 

CD Mission Trip Fund (CD Committee) 

December 3 Christmas Market (CD 

& Global Partners) 

CD Mission Trip Fund 

Salvadoran Mission 

Fund & Chipembi 

Mission Fund 

December 11 Christmas Concert 

(Senior Choir, Theresa 

CD Mission Fund for 

support of youth work   



 

 

 

 

Clark, Emmanubells) 

 

Christmas Gift Basket Sealed Bid Auction 

– A beautiful gift basket was donated to the 

bazaar.  There isn’t time to get a raffle license, 

so a sealed bid auction is being held.  Bid 

sheets are available in the C.E. Hall next to 

the basket.  Highest bidder wins the basket. Submit your best 

bid and the winner will be announced on Sunday, December 

11. All proceeds to the bazaar that supports the General Fund. 

  

 

Emmanuel United Church presents our 

annual SING NOEL! Community Carol 

Sing on Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 

2pm. All are invited and welcome to join 

our church and the local community to sing 

and enjoy the music of Christmas! The Music Ministry will 

provide selections and the congregation will be able to request 

their favourite Christmas Carols for the Carol Sing!  

 

Free will donations accepted in support of CD Mission Fund for 

support of youth work. 

 

Refreshments will be available after the concert in the CE Hall.     

 

  



 

 

 

 

GLOBAL PARTNERS 
 

A Living Gift…      

 

a thoughtful way to mark  
important milestones such as  

Christmas, a birthday or anniversary. 

Wondering what to get for the person on your list who has 

everything? 

 

How about a Living Gift, on behalf of our Global Partners? 

 

Your donation of $20 or more, for our partners at Iglesia 

Bautista Emmanuel in El Salvador or our partners in 

Chipembi, Zambia, will support programs for children and 

youth.  In turn you will get a token item and a beautiful card 

that you can give to your loved ones and tell them you’ve 

made a donation on their behalf. 

 

Check out the Global Partner’s Table at Just Gifts 

Christmas Market on December 3rd! 

 
 

HEALTH COMMITTEE 
 

TTtbW continues as usual Mondays and Fridays. The exercise 

classes will end on Friday December 16th with a Christmas 

luncheon and resume on Monday January 9th.   Be sure to sign 

up for the luncheon if you are going to join us. 

 



 

 

 

 

If the weather is forecast to be heavy snow or freezing rain 

please check to see if the Ottawa school busses are running, if 

they are not There Will Be No Exercise Class that day.  You 

can go to the CBC website or type in school bus cancellations 

or listen to your radio station to get this information. 

  

Inside Out 

Whether one lives in Québec or Ontario or, for that matter, in 

any other area of the country where institutions for harbouring, 

lodging, taking care of senior citizens exist, some part of the 

following few comments applies. Our society has changed 

tremendously in that aspect of things over the last century, and 

so has our treatment of seniors seen various approaches taken, 

some better than others, some much worse. As a result, though 

it is said that all are born equal, we do not grow old or die 

"equal". 

 

Thus are the following thoughts put forward in the hope that 

they might stir up some other approaches to the matter rather 

than much of our "do good" thinking closely used up and 

expounded upon by the many corporations which have seized 

on this "market", are buying up many if not most of said 

institutions, and profiting greatly therefrom. 

It is an entirely different perspective when one has been in a 

care/residence institution and looking out rather than being on 

the outside looking "in". Depending on the level of one's 

needs, when said level increases, the emphasis changes.  

 

No matter that the roof does not leak, that someone else takes 

care of maintenance, that meals are prepared for one, which 

your health needs in terms of medication and medical 

supervision are more or less taken care of, there can be for 

many a lack of mental, spiritual, and physical stimulation. At 

that point one has become at the mercy of others, of the 

environment, of the "system". 

 



 

 

 

 

In other words, the very things which filled/fill the days, 

working, shopping, cleaning house, making meals and 

cleaning thereafter, so many things one might have found quite 

onerous, these same things were/are part of "living" for most 

people. All of a sudden they are missing, there is a void which 

"management" of a "care/residence" tries to fill with items 

such as "bingo", card "games", "trivia", quizzes, "carpet 

bowling", or other games which one may not be, may never 

have been, interested in. 

 

Similarly, music, discussion groups, which are dependant upon 

a person's upbringing, education and many other factors, may 

or may not be of interest, or even comprehensible, to any one 

particular individual. 

  

Thus it is that one becomes a captive of one's body and 

eventually the body becomes a captive of the system. Much 

time is spent daydreaming or even sleeping the time away. In 

some/many cases the apparent sleeping or dozing becomes an 

unconscious escape mechanism from, pain, distress or 

boredom; it may even be a way to distance oneself from the 

environment which may include other folk whose physical or 

mental attributes/problems may impinge upon one's own. In 

the writer's case, after two years in a "retirement" residence, 

after three months following a move into a more intensive 

"care" set-up, there may be two or three persons out of 24 in 

his wing of the care facility with whom he can engage in a 

discussion or talk on serious subjects or issues.  

  

Sad to say, sad to realize, that our present "culture" has to 

witness, to take care of, such as the above as well as so many 

more instances where the person has regressed to the point of 

not caring any more, where he or she is totally dependant on 

help from strangers for both physical and mental needs and 

stimulation. These folk have indeed gone beyond the point of 

thinking for themselves or for others. They, sadly enough, can 

be and sometimes are not supplied with whatever they require 



 

 

 

 

because of government restrictions, lack of funding, being 

bereft of people their age, lacking family, having exhausted 

their own financial resources. 

 

The above brief items said, there is so much more one can 

impart when one does live, has lived, in such an environment. 

The weariness, the boredom, combined with the watching over 

a neighbour's or a loved one's slow demise towards death, 

contemplating, willingly or not, one's own diminishing mental 

and physical strength, with the surrounding emphasis that the 

"end of the road" is near, can and often does create an 

atmosphere where the saying "the golden years" incite one to 

transliterate the thought into "the rusting years…….". And 

there is little or no way to avoid said years or really prepare for 

them as each and every one of us is unique. 

 

To come back to a first comment, there is only one "leveller" 

which calls us all to go through the gate into the unknown 

which neither clergy, nor philosopher, nor medical practitioner 

can explain in any positive fashion. 

 

René Péron,  

The Perley Rideau Veterans Care Centre, Ottawa 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 

Messages from Students 

Emmanuel has received messages from college and university 

students when they received their “thinking of you” packages.  

Here is what one student wrote: 

 

“Thank you so much for sending me a care package from 

Emmanuel.  Being in my fourth year of my program and being 

someone who has 2 midterms tomorrow, it made me take a 

moment to realize how blessed I truly am and I will make sure 

to visit around Christmas time! “ 



 

 

 

 

 

The Gift of Transportation 

Looking for a gift to give others in the congregation? The gift 

of transportation to one of the Advent services would be 

appreciated by someone who requires a ride.  Advent is a 

special time of year and if transportation needs cannot be met 

in other ways call the office to discuss receiving a taxi chit. 

 

Mailbox Drop 

We would appreciate help distributing packets with Advent 

service times to some of our congregation members.  Contact 

Joyce if you can assist. 

 

Welcome Newcomers 

We are thankful to have newcomers in our midst.  To officially 

welcome those who have joined us in the past year, Keeping in 

Touch will host a lunch for you on Sunday, March 5, 2017.  

Mark your calendars now for this special event! 

 

May we share our blessings and welcome a stranger into our 

community in this season of Advent and the year ahead. 

 

 MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL 
 

Search Underway for Permanent Ministers 

Update from the Joint Search Committee 

 

Following approval by the congregation of the Joint Needs 

Assessment reports on October 2, two vacant positions were 

declared at Emmanuel by the Ottawa Presbytery.  The two 

permanent positions are the Minister of Worship and Pastoral 

Care (full-time) and the Minister of Christian Development 

(3/4 time). 

On October 18, the Emmanuel Council approved the 

appointment of members to a Joint Search Committee to 

undertake the search on behalf of the congregation.  An 



 

 

 

 

additional member was approved by the Executive of Council 

on November 15.  The Ottawa Presbytery has appointed one 

member as well.  

 

The Search Committee began its work on October 31 and so 

far has: 

 Posted advertisements for the positions on the United 

Church of Canada’s Vacancy Lists, the Observer, and the 

Emmanuel website, with a closing date of February 13, 

2017;   

 Prepared a Job Description for each position.  The text 

describing the duties, skills and experience for each position 

was taken directly from the Joint Needs Assessment report; 

and 

 Begun work on interview questions. 

 

The Joint Search Committee is hoping to complete the search 

process and make recommendations to the Emmanuel Council 

and then to the congregation near the end of March 2017 in 

order to enable possible start dates in July 2017. 

 

On behalf of the Joint Search Committee, 

Graham Campbell (co-chair), Nyla Garrett, Christine 

Hywarren, Jon Jones, Jim Lamb, Nick Langner, Val Lines (co-

chair),  Kat Lorimer, Wendy McCracken, and Carol Scott,  

plus Beth Sweetnam representing the Ottawa Presbytery. 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
  

Ministry of Presence 

 

Inner City Pastoral Ministry was established in 

1978 by Edmonton Presbytery and grew into an 

interdenominational community ministry supported by the 

Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran churches. It serves 



 

 

 

 

the Boyle-McCauley area of Edmonton, a marginalized 

community with many people experiencing poverty and 

homelessness as well as the challenges of addiction, mental 

health issues, and family dysfunction. About half of the 

diverse community is Aboriginal.  

 

The ministry of Inner City Pastoral Ministry is offered 

throughout the week by a full-time pastor, a part-time pastoral 

associate, and most recently an Oskapew, or Helper, in the 

Cree language. Sunday worship is held in the Bissell Agency 

Drop In Centre, with average attendance of 125 people and 

250-plus attending a hearty lunch after the service. More than 

80 churches and synagogues take turns preparing and serving 

the lunch 52 Sundays a year.  

 

Midweek finds the ministry team visiting homes, hospitals, 

and local drop-ins, and on the street building relationships and 

offering pastoral care, prayer, advocacy, and referrals for local 

community members. Spiritual wellness groups build trust and 

provide times of reflection to deepen spiritual life. An annual 

Men’s and Women’s Retreat is a highlight of the year. The 

Oskapew concentrates on Aboriginal relationships, offering 

teachings and ceremony through a Métis lens.  

 

Your donations to Mission & Service through Emmanuel’s 

General Fund result in over $54,500 in annual contributions. 

Thank you. 
 

OTTAWA PRESBYTERY CHURCHES 
 

Save The Date -  Plan to attend a workshop, lecture and 

hymn-singing with John Bell, hymn-writer, musician, leader 

in worship renewal and the use of global song, ordained 

minister in the Church of Scotland and member of the Iona 

community, on Saturday, June 24, 2017 from 9 a.m. – 4 



 

 

 

 

p.m.  Early-bird registration $95 (Jan. 16-April 30, 2017)  

($125 after). 

  

Carols, Candles and Cookies – Sunday, December 4 at 6:00 

p.m. at Kanata United Church, 33 Leacock Dr.  Please join us 

for a Christmas sing-along!  Special guests – Alleluia Singers, 

Sounds of Joy and the Intermediate Choir.   Christmas cookies 

to follow! 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

Please keep us informed of any pastoral concerns.  We are 

available to visit if anyone is in hospital, or has had a 

bereavement, or is shut-in, or would like a visit from the 

Minister, or a home communion or for any reason would like 

to talk to someone from the Church.  If you know of someone 

who is in need of a visit/support, or home communion, or if 

you would like a visit, please call the church office (613) 733 

0437. We prefer to hear more than once rather than not at all, 

because if we don’t know we can’t help. 

 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
 

Farm Boy and Loblaws Gift Cards – will be on sale during 

coffee and conversation on Sunday, December 4. 

 

Open for Justice Campaign 

On November 2nd, the Canadian Network for Corporate 

Accountability (CNCA), a United Church partner that brings 

together faith, labour, and civil society organizations, launched 

draft legislation for an Extractive Sector Ombudsperson, as 

part of its Open for Justice Campaign. This independent 

ombudsperson will have, among other things, the power to 

investigate complaints and publicly make recommendations,  

 

http://cnca-rcrce.ca/
http://cnca-rcrce.ca/
http://cnca-rcrce.ca/campaigns-justice/take-action/


 

 

 

 

including suspending or ending Canadian government support 

to companies that do not respect international standards. 

 

Canada is home to more than half of the world’s mining 

companies, with active projects in more than 100 countries. 

Canadian mining, oil and gas companies are often viewed as 

representatives of Canada abroad, but human rights abuses, 

environmental damage, displacement and violations of basic 

labour rights are increasingly associated with these projects. 

 

The CNCA has a chance, now, to advance mining justice and 

corporate accountability in Canada, but it will only be 

successful if a significant number of Canadians from across 

the country take action to hold the government to its promises. 

Emmanuel's Social Action Committee invites you to 

participate (as individuals) in this campaign by one or more of 

the following means: 

 

1. Writing to your MP, using a model letter, as it is or as basis 

for your own personalized letter. SAC is providing the internet 

links to find out who your MP is and the address (see bottom) 

 

2. Requesting a meeting with your MP. 

 

3. Asking others to join you—share this request with your 

friends, email networks or post to social media. 

 

4. Follow up your request for a meeting with your MP with a 

phone call to their constituency office. 

Please, visit the following website for information about the 

Canadian Network for Corporate Accountability. In the same 

website, following the “Take Action” link for more detailed 

information on how to participate. http://cnca-rcrce.ca/ 

 

 

For information about your MP and their address, please visit 

the following website: http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/ Click on 

http://cnca-rcrce.ca/
http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/


 

 

 

 

the link to “Senators and Members” to find out who your 

MP is, and their address. Mail to any Member of Parliament 

(MP) is free of charge. 

 

Printed letters are available in the Narthex, on the table in front 

of the office. Or, simply approach anyone from SAC, if you 

need help to participate in this important campaign: Harold, 

Wendy, Carmen, Janice, Pierre, Nanette, Jon, Judy, Ann. We 

appreciate it. 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Advent is upon us. Sing praise to the Holy Mystery that is 

pregnant within us, bearing the potency of Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love! 

 

At this time of Advent, if we really pay attention to the season 

within the Christian calendar, the hectic rush of Christmas 

preparation can slow down to expand wondrous new 

opportunities.  Music can seem more uplifting.  Prayer time 

can become deeper.  Connection with each other can become 

enriched.  Connection to the sacred can catch us by surprise 

and fill us with a child-like wonder.  What/Who are you 

waiting to welcome this Christmas? 

  

All Earth is waiting 

 to see the promised One ... VU #5 

 

Worship Services 

Nov. 30 7-7:30pm Advent Wednesday Candlelight 

service led by Christine Johnson 

Dec. 4  10:00am   Advent 2 Worship - Time for Peace 

Dec. 7   7-7:30pm Advent Wednesday Candlelight  

     service led by Catherine Gutjahr 

 



 

 

 

 

Dec. 11  10:00am  Advent 3 Worship - Time for Joy 

White Gift Sunday 

  2:00pm   Sing Noel! 

Dec. 14  7-7:30pm Advent Wednesday Candlelight  

     service led by Haida Gwaii Pilgrims 

Dec. 18 10:00am  Advent 4 Worship - Time for Love 

  11:30am   Gingerbread Houses 

  2:00 pm  Journey in the Light Service - when  

     Christmas carries sadness/loneliness 

Dec. 21 7:00-7:30pm Advent Wednesday Candlelight  

     service led by Worship Committee  

Dec. 24 5:00pm   Christmas Eve Family Service with 

     JAM music leadership 

  6:00pm  pot luck supper following for those  

     staying for 7:30 

  7:30pm   Christmas Eve Communion/ 

Candlelight Service 

Dec. 25 10:00am  Christmas morning service in an  

informal format. Worship will provide 

brunch (fruit and muffins). Please sign 

up to determine numbers anticipated to 

attend. 

Jan. 1  10:30am   Southminster UC - Joint worship 

Jan. 8 10:00am  Worship - Affirming LGBTQ focus 

Lunch and second hour small group 

discussions 

 

Prayer Circle: Note that the Prayer Box is now located on the 

Prayer Table at the front of the sanctuary. Prayer requests are 

treated with respect and confidentiality. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer – Feminine Images 

I’ve had quite a few inquiries about the mention of “mother” in 

our Lord’s Prayer both positive and negative.  As you know, 

God is Spirit, and therefore genderless.  So when we 

anthropomorphize God, that is, refer to God in human terms, 



 

 

 

 

we always run the risk of idolatry.  If we only refer to God as 

father, we are limiting our perceptions of God to a narrow 

path.  There are many images for God in the Bible: eagle, rock, 

woman giving birth, to name a few.  If the inclusion of a 

feminine image of God worries you, or bothers you, it might 

be time to reflect on why that is happening.  What would be 

gained by excluding all feminine images of God?  Quite 

frankly, I think it would be pretty boring.  In a liturgical sense, 

we try to provide many images of God so that our 

understanding is broadened, not narrowed.  However, I 

understand and respect the many ways our relationship with 

God has developed and always encourage people to say the 

Lord’s Prayer that is meaningful to them.  We have many 

versions that have been handed down to us over time, some 

said and some sung, and so we try to have a variety of 

expressions.  One aspect of worship design in this time of 

multiple generations and wide-ranging theologies, is that often 

our words concern someone.  In an inclusive congregation, I 

pray that we can be forgiving and understanding of our 

differences.       - Christine Johnson 

 

We invite any suggestions or questions regarding Worship to 

be directed to any of the following Worship Committee 

coordinators: 

 

Rev. Dr. Christine Johnson (minister)   

Rev. Catherine Gutjahr (minister) 

Jean Murray (minutes)     

Jean Henderson (music chair) 

Janet Campbell (lay readers)    

Peter Rice (ushers) 

Hilde Reynolds (sanctuary decorating)   

Nanette Whitwam (candles) 

Joan Foster-Jones (liturgical banners)   

Jennifer Mogridge (communion servers) 

Christine Hywarren (communion preparation)   

Carol Scott (communion loaf bakers) 



 

 

 

 

Irene Bakker (coffee & conversation)   

Christine Hywarren (baptisms) 

Stephanie Warren (Minute for Mission)   

Shelley Ferrell (hospitality) 

Ann Frederking (worship financial tracking)  

Carol Scott (Prayer Circle & Worship Chair) 

 

Abundant Blessings on your month of Worshipping.  

 ... "Wherever you are, God is!" 


