
 
 
 
 

 

LIFE AND WORK OF 
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 

DECEMBER 2017 

 
 

 January Issue Submission Deadline: 
Monday, January 8, 2018 

 
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 

Where the church is the body of Christ with each member having 
unique gifts to share and a ministry to offer.  We invite you to 
come and visit, to worship, to join in our fellowship, to participate 
in our many activities, and to enrich your faith.     
For information on any of our church activities, please call  
613-733-0437 or email office@emmanuelunited.ca or go to our 
website at www.emmanuelunited.ca 

No Scents Makes Good Sense  
Emmanuel United Church provides a scent-free environ-
ment. Please avoid wearing or using scented products as 
some individuals have environmental sensitivities. 
Note: The online version of the Packet has the personal 

phone numbers and email addresses of Emmanuel 
members removed.  Contact the office (613-733-0437) for 

further information. 

mailto:office@emmanuelunited.ca
http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/


 
 
 
 

 

Telephone: 613-733-0437 
Fax: 613-733-0125 

Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM   
 

  
Church Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
                                        Closed for lunch 12:00-1:00pm 
                                        Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 
                              

 
  
Minister   
Rev. Stéphane Vermette   minister@emmanuelunited.ca 
Christian Education Minister 
Rev. Catherine Gutjahr                   youth@emmanuelunited.ca 
Office Administrator: 
Pat Harris                    office@emmanuelunited.ca 
Leader of Music Ministry      
Theresa Clarke                                  music@emmanuelunited.ca 
Webmaster: 
Will Selkirk                              webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 
Assistant-Webmaster 
Russ Pastuch           assistant.webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 
Envelope Secretary: 
Keith Jeacle                  envelope.secretary@emmanuelunited.ca 
Newsletter Editor: 
Bob Armstrong                           newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 
Volunteer Associate Minister: 
Stewart Hewlett                                    vam@emmanuelunited.ca 
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  CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

JUST GIFTS 

EMMANUEL’S FAIR TRADE  
CHRISTMAS MARKET 

Saturday Dec 2, 10am – 2:30pm 
 

Come shop for fair trade gifts and local products from 
Cocoa Camino, Fluid Solar Roasted Coffeee, Zatoun Olive 
Oils, SuraiTea, Pearls for Girls, Nambiche African Crafts, 
Tabitha Silks, St. Albert Cheese, Ten Thousand Villages, 
African Bronze Honey, Älska farms, crafts from our global 
partners in Zambia and El Salvador and more. 
 
There will be a bake table featuring fruit cake, tortière and 
other home baked goodies for sale. 
 
Enjoy a coffee and treat or lunch at our Coffee House, as 
well as music from talented members of our congregation. 
 
 If you would like to perform at the coffee house please let 
the office know (613-733-0437) or talk with Jeannie Page. 

 
 
 

Gingerbread House Decorating - Sunday, Dec 10 
after the service. The cost is $10 per house. Sign up 
sheets will be posted in the upstairs hall a few weeks 
before.    



 
 
 
 

 

When Liz and I first began coming to some of the events and 
activities at Emmanuel, one of the first things we did was take 
part in the film outings which were held regularly at the Bytowne 
Cinema.  We were warmly welcomed by everyone and have 
missed those opportunity to explore our faith through film.  I am 
pleased to announce that the CD committee has fully supported 
our offer to host those outings once again on a bi-monthly basis 
and we would be delighted if you would join us for our first film: 
 

Emmanuel @ the 

  

Monday, December 4th @ 6:30 pm 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Human Flow 
“When there is nowhere to go, nowhere is home.” 

 
“There are any number of unforgettable images in Ai Weiwei’s 
Human Flow, a necessary and comprehensive documentary 
about our planet’s current refugee crisis. The most indelible of 
them all is an overhead shot of a heap of abandoned lifejackets, 
the camera lifting to reveal hundreds (or thousands) of the vests 
piled on top of each other like an endless orange sea. We 
understand that every one of those lifejackets has a story to tell. 



 
 
 
 

 

This is the beauty of Ai’s film, an intricately woven mosaic that 
travels to 23 different countries in order to show both the breadth 
of the refugee crisis and its dehumanizing volume. Human Flow 
is an epic portrait of mass migration that understands how a lack 
of empathy often stems from a failure of imagination ...” – David 
Ehrlich, IndieWire 
Bytowne Cinema - 325 Rideau St. (between King Edward & 
Nelson) 
Admission: $12 (Members $8) - Annual Membership: $6 Senior; 
$12 General 
 
Join us as we explore our faith through films at the Bytowne 
Cinema on a bi-monthly basis.  Our first film is on Monday, 
December 4th @ 6:30 pm and is Ai Weiwei’s Human Flow.  We 
buy own tickets from the box office, join the queue, and find our 
own seats inside. After the film, we meet outside the cinema and 
move to a nearby coffee shop for fellowship and discussion.  For 
more information, please see David Wray.  
 
 

 
Messy Church is a way to be church. It is found across the world.     
It is about families coming together in Christ-centered community 
for creativity, hospitality, and celebration. At Emmanuel our 
Messy church includes a meal, crafts, activities, and a short 
interactive worship. The date for our next Messy Church is Dec. 
16 from 5:00-7:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas Hamper Project is underway and the sharing 
tree will be up in the narthex. 



 
 
 
 

 

Each ornament/tag represents an item that we need for one of the 
hampers we have pledged to fill, for six individuals. Please take a 
few minutes to choose one or more items that you could 
contribute. 
 
Bring those items back by Dec. 10 and place them, (with the 
ornament tags attached) back under the same tree. 
Tags are for: 

 Non-perishable food 
 Monetary donations, (for special gifts, items not donated & 
perishable foods) 
 Specific items of warm clothing 

We also need: 
 Your time! We need help to shop, (for items listed above) in 
order to complete the hampers.  
 Drivers—to deliver the finished hampers to Centretown 
United, on Dec. 20, between 11 a.m. & 5 p.m. 

 
Questions? Feel free to contact Christine Hywarren. General 
information about the Project is also available at 
www.christmashamperproject.com If you would like to sponsor a 
hamper on your own please contact the Christmas Hamper Project 
directly. Thank you for helping our outreach to this wonderful 
project. 
 

Emmanuel Book Club 
The Book Club will meet on Monday, January 
8 in the Lounge.  We meet for refreshments at 
7pm followed by a discussion of Open Heart, 
Open Mind by Clara Hughes. 

 
The Thursday Morning Discussion Group, which meets 9:30 -
11am Thursday mornings, welcomes newcomers any time. We are 
affectionately known as the Heretics but this does not suggest we 

http://www.christmashamperproject.com/


 
 
 
 

 

agree on anything, but share respectfully a wide range of differing 
opinions, making for lively discussion and some laughter.  
 
 

 Emmanuel's Tuesday afternoon Coffee & 
Conversation folks meet at Three Sisters Bakeshop 
(2211 Arch St) from 2:00-3:00. All are welcome to 
join in for camaraderie (... without an agenda!)  

 
Zatoun olive oil is available at Emmanuel.  If you wish to buy 
Palestinian Zatoun Cold Pressed Extra Virgin Olive Oil, please 
contact Ross White or watch for it from time to time on Sunday 
mornings in the C.E. Hall. 
 
Diversity Sub-Committee 
“I just read that the man who created the rainbow flag, died.” 
 
“Did you know that Nov. 20 is Transgender Day of 
remembrance?” 

 
“We could run a movie night series at the church on LGBTQ2+ 
content”.   
 
“How hard must Advent/Christmas be when your family has 
rejected you”? 
 
“What about showcasing some issues faced by indigenous 
people? 
 
Being Affirming is about being diverse. That applies to more than 
just LGBTQ2+”. 
 
“Who might we be forgetting?” 
 
These are just a few of the things we discussed at the last 
gathering of the Affirm – now Diversity sub-committee. Needless 



 
 
 
 

 

to say, we are both excited and slightly overwhelmed by the task 
of giving these issues life at Emmanuel.  
 
Remember the PIE principal? As an Affirming church, we 
undertake to be Public, Intentional and Explicit in our support 
of those who might not normally feel accepted or understood at 
church. When the committee gets together for a meeting, we ask 
ourselves, “What do we still need to be doing”? Overwhelmingly 
we agree—keep the conversation going; Just what we plan to do.  
 
Thanks to Rev. Stéphane, we have some excellent movie nights 
planned. Watch for this monthly series, starting in January. 
 
In the spring, we hope to introduce Rev. Ruth Wood, a recently 
retired United Church minister , who is herself transgender and an 
advocate for others who might need her help.  
 
Your ideas would be most welcome. Please speak with any 
member of the Diversity Sub-Committee. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth at Emmanuel are an integral part of our faith community. 
There are times to serve, times to learn and times just for fun. You 
can come to one thing or everything. If there is a fee and it is a 
challenge for you, we can help support that opportunity. All are 
welcome! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Position Descriptions 2018  
Camp Awesome is a United Church run, 
week-long "Vacation Bible School" style day 
camp offered to Ottawa area children between 
the ages of 4 and 12. These camps rotate to 

various host congregations throughout the summer. They are 
based on a predetermined theme and include Bible-based stories, 
crafts, singing, games and snacks.  
 
Application forms are available on the bulletin board outside of 
Catherine’s office.  
 
Camp Co-ordinators:   Application deadline Dec. 2, 2017 
Camp Co-ordinators provide the main leadership of the Camp 
Awesome team. Working directly with supervision by the Camp 
Director/YAYA minister, they develop the camp theme to 
provide a fun and informative, Bible-based program appropriate 
to the various age levels served by Camp Awesome. They are 
involved in the leadership development and supervision of the 
other camp staff, provide direct liaison with the congregational 
directors and help coordinate staff social events. One co-ordinator 
is on location full time at each camp.  
 
Senior Staff: Application deadline Dec. 9, 2017  
Senior Staff are key leaders at Camp Awesome. They need to 
balance some of the biggest program responsibilities with an 
ability to support, guide and develop younger staff members. 
They work closely with the Co-ordinators and share in the 
leadership of Staff Training Week.  
 
Counsellors: Application deadline Feb. 10, 2018 
Counsellors are responsible for carrying out the main program 
activities of Camp Awesome. This requires small group 
leadership (usually in pairs), large group leadership (taking up 
front responsibilities for things like games and songs), and the 



 
 
 
 

 

ability to work in a team. Counsellors need to be responsible and 
mature, able to take direction and relate well to children.  
 

OYP brings together youth from 
across the province to build 
friendships, debate current issues, and 
explore their spirituality. 

  
Ontario Youth Parliament (OYP) is a model parliament for youth 
between the ages of 14-21 years old, held every year in February 
over the long weekend. OYP 2018 will take place at Riverside 
United Church in Windsor Ontario from February 16th-
19th 2018.  
During the weekend there is debate over relevant social issues 
impacting youth, socializing, and exploring what spirituality & 
faith means to them as young people. Many youth from 
Emmanuel United Church have participated in OYP as delegates, 
cabinet ministers and executive members throughout the years.  
 
Over the four days of the conference, youth meet new friends and 
gain invaluable leadership experience. There is a $200 all-
inclusive cost to the weekend- transportation to and from 
Windsor, meals, sleeping arrangements are all included. A 
bursary is available to cover some of the registration cost. 
Registration is done online at www.oyp.on.ca/register/ and more 
information is also available on the website. If you have any 
questions about OYP or would like help with registration, please 
email Emily Sams at premier@oyp.on.ca.  
 

  
Youth at The Ottawa Mission:  The core 
purpose of the Ottawa Mission is to “reflect 
Jesus’ love in serving the homeless, the hungry 
and the lost.”  

 

https://www.oyp.on.ca/register/
mailto:premier@oyp.on.ca


 
 
 
 

 

The youth are invited to serve at the Ottawa Mission by helping 
to prepare food one Sunday a month.  Please see Catherine for 
more details.  Permission forms are on the bulletin board. The 
next visit will be on Sunday, January 28th.  
 
JAM will be practicing in December to organize music for Sing 
Noel and Christmas Eve: 
 
Sunday, November 26  11:30  - 12:30 Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 3    11:30  - 12:30 Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 10   11:15  - 12:30 Sanctuary  

(sound system and amplified instruments) 
Sunday, December 10      2:00pm – 3:00pm  Sing Noel 
Sunday, December 17  11:15 – 12:30 Sanctuary 

(sound system and amplified instruments)  
Sunday, December 24 11:15 – 12:30 Sanctuary 

(sound system and amplified instruments) 
Sunday, December 24 3:30pm  Sanctuary warm-up service @  
  5:00pm  (sound system and amplified instruments) 
 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES & GROUPS 
                               

Lunch Out 

Come and join us for a fellowship lunch in the 
C.E. Hall at 12 noon on December 6th.  Following 
the meal, Myrna and Jim Lamb will share their 
experiences and slides of Chile with us. 

If you wish to attend, please sign-up in the narthex before 
Monday noon, December 4th.  

 
Men’s Club Breakfast – meets December 9 and January 13 at 
8:15 at Perkins Restaurant (corner of Coventry and Ogilvy Road). 
All men are welcome. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Monday Night Christian Meditation Group – The meetings are 
Monday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm. For further information, 
contact Bill Meek. 
 

 
 

The United Church Observer helps us keep 
informed about the wider church.  Emmanuel 
provides a subscription for all contributing families 
who want it, and the cost for these is paid from our 

General Fund. Most families receive Observer subscription 
envelopes each year, an invitation to make a donation to help 
Emmanuel cover the cost. It is not necessary to make an Observer 
donation to receive a subscription, but of course donations are 
always welcome. 
 
If you would like a subscription for The Observer, just call Ron 
Squires or the church office. 
 
Quilting – on Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  You don’t 
need to come for the whole time – just drop in as suits your 
schedule.  For further information contact Joan Foster-  
Jones. 
 
Bridge – meets on Wednesdays from 12:30pm-3:30pm in the 
C.E. Hall. 
 
Active Artists – Room 9/10, Wednesdays 9:00am – 4:00pm. 
Drop-in style.  New members welcome. BYOL (Bring your own 
lunch). For more information, call the church office at 613-733-
0437 or Shirley. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Teleos - women's group meets Wednesday, November 29 at 
7:00pm in room 24. 
 
 COUNCIL & EXECUTIVE OF COUNCIL 
 
Emmanuel’s 2017 Annual Report 
A report is required from each committee and group by January 
12th. Please only include activities that occurred in 2017. 
Submissions should be in Word and relatively brief. The annual 
report must be available to the congregation on February 11. 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
All requisitions for expenses to be recorded in the 2017 accounts 
need to be in on, or before, Tuesday, January 2, 2018. Note: The 
service on December 31 is at Riverside United at 10:30am.   
 
Emmanuel Fundraising Events 2017 
Ongoing year round:  
Quilting Commissions: Fund as stipulated by donor (Joan 
Foster-Jones) 
Slides to Digital:  Revitalization (Ron Squires) 
Simplify Your Celebrations: Revitalization (Irene Bakker) 
Fair Trade Sales: (Palestinian products, Fluid Solar Roasted 
Coffee, Camino Chocolate) CD Mission Trip Fund   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to the many hard working volunteers, this year’s bazaar 
raised $9,742.55 for the general fund. Thank you everyone. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 An evening of Christmas 

Readings 
7:00 to 9:00  

Friday, December 1, 2017 
 
We hope that you will join us for the 2017 Evening of Christmas 
Readings.  This is a great opportunity to bring your family, a 
friend, or a neighbour for a pleasant start to the Christmas season 
at Emmanuel. 
 
In commemoration of Canada’s 150th anniversary, the theme of 
the evening is Christmas in Canada.  
  
Back by popular demand, is our guest MC Hallie Cotnam, the 
host of Ottawa Morning on CBC Radio. 
 
Each of the readings will bring back memories of Christmas 
experiences across the country.  You will hear about an Ottawa 
lad’s Christmas in 1945, what happens when a husband attempts 
to look after the Christmas turkey, a wife’s special gift for her 
husband, and how a young couple create their own Christmas 
tradition in the eastern Townships of Québec. 
 
Traditional home baking from Emmanuel’s kitchens will be 
served during the intermission by a team of our young people. 
Tickets will be available during Coffee and Conversation on 
Sunday November 26, through the Church office during the week, 
and at the door. Adults $12, couple $20, teens $6, and family $30.   
Proceeds will be applied to reducing the long-term debt from the 
revitalization of our Christian Education Building. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

                                              Sing Noel! 

Emmanuel presents its annual Community Carol Sing 
on Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 2pm. All are 
invited and welcome to join our church and the local 
community to sing and enjoy the music of Christmas! 
The Music Ministry will provide selections and the 
congregation will be able to request their favourite 

Christmas Carols for the Carol Sing! 

Free will donations accepted in support of the CD Mission Trip 
Fund for support of youth work. 

Refreshments will be available after the concert in the CE Hall. 

 
HEALTH COMMITTEE 

 
TTtbW or Take Time to be Wholely will finish on Friday, 
December 15. 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 
Thank You from the Students 
Emmanuel has received messages from college and university 
students when they received their “thinking of you” packages.  
Here is what one student wrote: “my package arrived at the 
perfect time… I was in the middle of my midterms, thank you for 
thinking of me.”  
 
The Gift of Transportation 
Looking for a gift to give others in the congregation?  Someone 
who needs a ride would appreciate the gift of transportation to 
one of the Advent services.  If your transportation needs cannot 
be met in other ways during this time, please call the church 
office to discuss receiving a taxi chit. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGvJGZtI7XAhUJ_4MKHatZAAQQjRwIBw&url=http://nolancatholichs.org/fine-arts-christmas-concert-preview/&psig=AOvVaw2HLd4jbQmd5V7SMuG3Kuso&ust=1509111375309281�


 
 
 
 

 

 
Looking Ahead to 2018 
Pictorial Directory Dates:  April 17-21, 23-28  
Send in photographs of the vibrant Emmanuel community in 
action to Lynn Gullins on a USB stick placed in Ron Squires’ 
mail slot.  
 
Newcomer’s Lunch:  
February 25, 2018.  All Newcomers are welcome! 
 
May we share our blessings and welcome a stranger into our faith 
community during the season of Advent and the year ahead. 
 
  

PASTORAL CARE 
 
Journey in the Light: For some, Christmas might be difficult if a 
significant person is missing and bereavement feels raw and 
pronounced, or if changes in one’s life have made Christmas 
rather difficult. You are invited to join us at 2:00pm on Sunday 
December 17th for a compassionate, reflective space. 
 
Please keep us informed of any pastoral concerns.  We are 
available to visit if anyone is in hospital, has had a bereavement, 
is shut-in, or would like a visit from the Minister, or home 
communion, or for any reason would like to talk to someone from 
the church, To arrange a visit, please call the church office (613) 
733- 0437. We prefer to hear more than once rather than not at 
all, because if we don’t know we can’t help. 
 

SOCIAL ACTION 
 
OMRA Grocery cards sales for November were very good for a 
total of $5650.  OMRA and partners such as EUC are subsidizing 



 
 
 
 

 

the rent of 3 small families and still supporting 3 large families in 
OMRA homes. 
  
Food Gifts/Reverse Offering for neighbourhood food centres in 
November was outstanding.  So thanks to everyone in Emmanuel 
for this wonderful support.  The next Reverse Offering is 
December 17.  Remember you can bring food any time to the 
church and put in the bin in the narthex.   Janice and Pierre Peron 
pick up and deliver food gifts which will go to the Rideau 
Rockcliffe Emergency Food Program.  
 
Heron Emergency Food Centre Christmas Concert at 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 1758 Alta Vista Drive will be held in 
the afternoon of Sunday December 10.  In the past the Concert 
has been a wonderful afternoon of entertainment, raising $10,000 
for the HEFC.  
 
The September Walkathon for HEFC raised $10,000.  Giant Tiger 
is now sending fresh meat to HEFC the day before best date, 
which is appreciated by clients of HEFC.  Thanks to Nanette 
Whitwam for her continued support and guidance to the HEFC 
and to lots of other EUC members who volunteer and provide 
donations.  

 
Grocery list for emergency food cupboards - most 
appreciated gifts 
peanut butter   canned tomatoes   cereal 
canned fish   spaghetti Sauce & pasta sugar/salt 
canned meat   mac and cheese   rice   
canned fruit   diapers size 5 or 6   granola bars 
pasta    baby food 
school snacks (box drinks, bars, fruit cups, etc) 
personal items – toilette paper, laundry soap, dish soap 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
  

“All Earth is waiting, to see the Promised One …” 
So goes the opening lines of an Advent hymn, #5 in Voices 
United. As we enter this season of anticipation, what is it that you 
are waiting for - hoping for? Are you waiting for what you had 
once, long ago, embraced in your life? Do you await the 
refreshment of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love in your lives and in the 
world?  

… “It cries out for justice, and searches for the truth.” 
During this Advent season when we are preparing for our 
traditional celebrations and festivities, let’s make space in our 
hearts and lives each day to welcome the arrival and presence of 
Emmanuel – God with Us! 
 
Let us come together in worship: 
Nov 29 7:00-7:30pm  pre-Advent Candlelight Service - led  
      by Teleos members 
Dec 3  10:00am   Advent I - HOPE - Communion –  
      Stéphane Vermette 
Dec 6 7:00-7:30pm   Advent Candlelight Service - led by  
      Stéphane Vermette 
Dec 10 10:00am    Advent II - PEACE - Stéphane   
      Vermette 

 2:00pm   Sing Noel 
Dec 13 7:00-7:30pm   Advent Candlelight Service - led by  
      Jeannie Page 
Dec 16 5:00-7:00pm  Messy Church 
Dec 17 10:00am    Advent III - LOVE - JAM   
      Intergenerational Service - Stéphane   

 2:00pm   Journey in the Light for those who  
      find Christmas difficult this year 
Dec 20  7:00-7:30pm  Advent Candlelight Service - led by  
      Robert Sims 



 
 
 
 

 

Dec 24 10:00am   Advent IV - JOY - Stéphane   
      Vermette 

 5:00pm   Christmas Eve Family Service -   
      Catherine Gutjahr 

 7:30pm    Carols & Candlelight Service -   
      Stéphane & Catherine 
Dec 25 10:00am   Christmas Morning in the CE Hall  
      with Communion – Stéphane   
      Vermette 
Dec 31 10:30am    Joint Service at Riverside UC 
Jan 7 10:00am    Epiphany – Catherine Gutjahr 
 
Advent Candle Wreath: During Advent each Sunday, there will 
be designated candle-lighters while we focus on the themes of 
Hope, Peace, Love and Joy. This is a special time during the 
Advent worship services. 
 
Advent Wednesday evening candlelight services: Many look 
forward to these intimate, reflective services (7:00-7:30) as we 
take a pause in the flurry of Christmas preparation to reflect on 
the deeper significance of Advent and Peace on Earth.  
 
Music: Advent is a time of glorious music during Sunday 
worship as well as on Dec 10th at 2:00pm  for the Sing Noel. Join 
us for  offerings from the Senior Choir, JAM, the Emmanubells, 
and guest musicians! 
 
Visuals: Have you noticed how integral visuals are to enhance 
the worship experience? Sometimes having something to focus on 
helps us find that spirit-filled space where one can go a little 
deeper and access the sacred during worship. It might be flowers, 
or candles, or banners. Have you wondered how the quilted 
banners were made, and who created them?  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

The Poinsettia Banners: 
As Advent begins, you will notice two colourful banners that 
welcome you to the Narthex. What is the story behind these 
banners? 
 
In the fall of 2007, a four week quilting course was offered as part 
of TGIT (Thank Goodness It’s Tuesday and I’m at Church). Eight 
to ten participants learned a quilting technique called paper 
piecing. The result of their month long project was the poinsettia 
banners. The women enjoyed the experience so much they 
decided to meet weekly to quilt and chat. Thus began the 
Emmanuel quilting group which meets weekly to this day. 

 
Journey in the Light: For some, Christmas this year might be 
difficult if a significant person is missing and bereavement feels 
raw and pronounced, or if changes in one’s life have made 
Christmas rather difficult. The afternoon worship service on 
December 17th might speak to the need for those looking for a 
compassionate, reflective space. 
 
The Prayer Circle: Prayer can be supportive, especially when 
going through challenging times. Requests can be sent to the 
ministers or to Carol which will be shared with members of the 
Prayer Circle for incorporating in their daily devotional prayers, 
with respect and confidentiality. 
 
Bring a pen or pencil to church and use the bulletin to jot down 
any thoughts, ideas, or inspiration that catches your attention. 
You might notice some things that draw your attention during the 
service which you want to reflect or expand on later! 
 
The Worship Committee appreciates many who participate in 
the various aspects of the worship service through the ministry of 
music, as lay readers, ushers, communion preparers, servers and 
symbolic bread bakers, Minute for Mission readers, children’s 
story tellers, coffee & conversation hosts, hospitality hosts,   



 
 
 
 

 

pulpit supply leaders, and those who enhance the sanctuary with 
hand-quilted banners, flowers, and candles. Worship committee 
members are: Ann Frederking, Christine Hywarren, Hilde 
Reynolds, Irene Bakker, Janet Campbell, Jennifer Mogridge Joan 
Foster-Jones, Nadina Lopez, Nanette Whitwam, Priscilla Neill, 
Shelley Ferrell, Stephanie Warren, Theresa Clarke, Carol Scott, 
and Stéphane Vermette. Collectively, with the whole 
congregation, we are a community of faithful pilgrims! 
 
If you have questions or ideas to share related to worship, 
please contact Rev Stéphane Vermette, Rev Catherine Gutjahr, 
Carol Scott or any Worship Committee coordinators. 
 

Abundant Blessings within this Advent Season. 
“God is with us. We are not alone!” 


