
 
 
 

 

LIFE AND WORK OF 
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2017 

 
           March Issue Submission Deadline: 

Monday, February 20, 2017 
 

WELCOME TO EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 
 
Where the church is the body of Christ with each member 
having unique gifts to share and a ministry to offer.  We invite 
you to come and visit, to worship, to join in our fellowship, to 
participate in our many activities, and to enrich your faith.     
For information on any of our church activities, please call  
613-733-0437 or email office@emmanuelunited.ca or go to 
our website at www.emmanuelunited.ca 

No Scents Makes Good Sense  
Emmanuel United Church provides a scent-free 

environment. Please avoid wearing or using scented 
products as some individuals have environmental 

sensitivities. 
Note: The online version of the Packet has the 

personal phone numbers and email addresses of 
Emmanuel members removed.  Contact the 

office for further information.

mailto:office@emmanuelunited.ca
http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/


 
 
 

 

Telephone: 613-733-0437 
Fax: 613-733-0125 

Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca 
 

Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM   
 

  
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
                                       (closed 12:30-1:00pm for lunch) 
                                       Friday 9:00am – 1:00pm    
Christine:  Monday – Wednesday 
Catherine:  Tuesday-Thursday                             

 
Minister 
Rev. Dr. Christine Johnson       minister@emmanuelunited.ca 
Christian Education Minister 
Rev. Catherine Gutjahr                   youth@emmanuelunited.ca 
Office Administrator: 
Pat Harris                    office@emmanuelunited.ca 
Leader of Music Ministry      
Theresa Clarke                                  music@emmanuelunited.ca 
Webmaster: 
Will Selkirk                              webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 
Assistant-Webmaster 
Russ Pastuch           assistant.webmaster@emmanuelunited.ca 
Envelope Secretary: 
Keith Jeacle                  envelope.secretary@emmanuelunited.ca 
Newsletter Editor: 
Bob Armstrong                           newsletter@emmanuelunited.ca 
Volunteer Associate Minister: 
Stewart Hewlett                                    vam@emmanuelunited.ca 
 
 

http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/
mailto:minister@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:youth@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:office@emmanuelunited.ca
mailto:music@emmanuelunited.ca
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mailto:envelope.secretary@emmanuelunited.ca
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AFFIRMING TASK GROUP 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, March 12, 2017 

 
A congregation meeting has been called for Sunday, March 12, 
2017 to vote on a proposal from the Affirming Committee 
requesting that Emmanuel United Church become an 
Affirming Ministry.   
 
The meeting will take place immediately following a shortened 
worship service in the sanctuary. 
 
Here are some Frequently Asked Questions about this 
process.  

Who are we? Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble (AU/SE) is 
a justice-oriented organization of people in The United Church 
of Canada. AU/SE works for the full inclusion of people of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities in The United Church 
of Canada and in society. 

Membership is open to those who support our work, regardless 
of sexual orientation and gender identity. 

AU/SE works in partnership with the United Church of 
Canada, but is an independent, volunteer-led movement.  

What is the Affirming Ministry Program? The Affirming 
Ministries Program is a network of United Church of Canada 
congregations and ministries that declare themselves to be 
fully inclusive of people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. And it asks each Ministry to take action. 

The program encourages all United Church bodies 
(congregations, presbyteries, conferences, educational centres, 
camps, chaplaincies) to study and discern what it means to be 



 
 
 

 

publicly welcoming and inclusive in their context. The 
program provides support for sexual orientation and gender 
identity issues. It also encourages the study of other United 
Church resources that promote the inclusion of other 
marginalized groups. 

The program was launched in 1992. The United Church 
officially endorsed the program in 2000 and encouraged its 
ministries to participate. 

Affirming Ministries are at the heart of the Affirming 
movement. There are almost 200 Affirming Ministries and 
ministries in process across Canada. 

Why join Affirm United? Joining AU/SE gives you an 
opportunity to become part of a network of ministries that are 
engaging in community growth, solidarity, theological 
reflection, resource sharing, and much more. We will help you 
connect across the country and beyond. And your presence as 
an individual or new Affirming Ministry strengthens our 
common work; it’s a witness to the belief in action that God 
loves all, without limit or restriction. 

What’s the difference between being “Welcoming” and 
“Affirming”? 
Most congregations do their best to be welcoming, but being 
affirming goes deeper and is public, intentional, and explicit, 
in their commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

Think “PIE”: Public, Intentional, and Explicit. 

Public: An Affirming Ministry uses symbols and signs which 
are echoed outside and inside the church building, in worship, 
and in all other facets of church life. The broader community 
should also know what it stands for; a witness to the wider 
community that God’s love extends to everyone equally and 
without reserve. This is still a radical message! 



 
 
 

 

Intentional: An Affirming Ministry is deliberate in their 
process of study, education and dialogue with members of 
their faith community (both during the Affirming process and 
as a piece of their ongoing work), to ensure that the history of 
oppression and discrimination by the Church is both 
understood and acknowledged, and that continued growth, 
education, and celebration are part of its ministry. 

Explicit: Affirming Ministries should explicitly indicate in 
their Mission and Vision statement – and everywhere else! – 
that the LGBTQ+ community is a part of and embraced in all 
facets of church life. And as part of the Affirming process, 
their faith community will explore and explain how to live out 
that commitment. 
 

 

  
 



 
 
 

 

       CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 
 

This year, there is a nursery and class for the youngest children, a 
class for children aged 4 through Grade 3, a class for children in 
Grade 4 through 7, and a class for those in Grade 8 and above. 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth at Emmanuel are an integral part of our faith community. 
There are times to serve, times to learn and times just for fun. You 
can come to one thing or everything. If there is a fee and it is a 
challenge for you, we can help support that opportunity. All are 
welcome! 
 

 
Emmanuel at the Ottawa Mission 
 Volunteering at The Ottawa Mission is 
your chance to make a difference in your 
community. On the third Sunday of each 

month, from September to May, Emmanuel youth will help 
prepare meals at the Mission. Forms are available on the youth 
board. For more information, please see Mary Turnbull or 
Catherine Gutjahr. Youth will be at the Mission on February 
19. 
 

JAM  
JAM is for young people in high school, post-secondary school 
and beyond at Emmanuel. It is an opportunity to explore Christian 



 
 
 

 

contemporary music and secular music with a spiritual or social 
message.  If you are interested in joining JAM this year, please 
talk to Jim Lamb. 

  
Position Description 2017  
Camp Awesome is a United Church run, 
weeklong "Vacation Bible School" style day 
camp offered to Ottawa area children 
between the ages of 4 and 12. These camps 
rotate to various host congregations 

throughout the summer. They are based on a predetermined theme 
and include Bible-based stories, crafts, singing, games and snacks.  
 
Application forms are on the bulletin board outside Catherine’s 
office. 
 
Counsellors: Application deadline Feb. 17, 2017 
1-6 weeks of employment  
Counsellors are responsible for carrying out the main program 
activities of Camp Awesome. This requires small group leadership 
(usually in pairs), large group leadership (taking up front 
responsibilities for things like games and songs), and the ability to 
work in a team. Counsellors need to be responsible and mature, 
able to take direction and relate well to children. An honorarium is 
paid at the rate of $125/wk. (first year counsellors) or $150/wk. 
(returning counsellors).  
 
 

OYP brings together youth from 
across the province to build 
friendships, debate current issues, 
and explore their spirituality. 

  
With legislation focused on youth issues, debate at Ontario 
Youth Parliament is provoking, impassioned and deeply 
supportive. Add spiritual reflection, two wild dances and over 
a hundred awesome youth and you've got a weekend unlike 
anything you've ever experienced. 



 
 
 

 

Run almost entirely by youth with the support of adult 
mentors, OYP has a rich legacy of action, leadership and 
community. Each year the event is organized by a newly-
selected Cabinet that strives to create the best experience 
possible. OYP is continually changing and growing, while 
maintaining ties to hundreds of alumni across Canada. 
OYP is happening February 17-20 at Mark St. United and 
Emmanuel United in Peterborough. 
 
Best wishes to all youth at OYP this year, especially Premier 
Michael Harris, Leader of the Opposition Emily Sams and Tia 
Hywarren, Communications Minister.  
 

CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 
  

Family Night  
 Saturday February 25, 5-7 pm 
Families and individuals are invited to come for 

dinner, a rollicking game of beetle drive and a short family 
worship. Beetle Drive is an all age game of rolling dice and 
drawing. For more information see Catherine Gutjahr. 
 

Emmanuel United Church Book Club  
The Book Club will meet on Monday, 
February 13 in the Lounge.  We meet for 
refreshments at 7pm followed by a discussion 
of The Illegal by Lawrence Hill.    

 
The Thursday Morning Discussion Group (affectionately 
known as Heretics to honour our lively and open discussions) 
meets 9:30 to 11:00am weekly. This February we will be 
discussing a book by Brian McLaren called the The Great 
Spiritual Migration. We welcome new people. If you have 
questions call Marg Armstrong or just drop by any Thursday.  
 
 



 
 
 

 

Pilgrimage 
We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow travellers on the road, 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load.... 
 
The practice of pilgrimage draws us more deeply into the 
mystery and meaning of our lives, enables participants to see 
the world with new eyes and learn more about each other as 
we travel in community.  Have you considered joining us on 
an Emmanuel Pilgrimage in the coming year?  There will be 
opportunities for local day trips, a Mission Learning trip to 
Cuba in February, and a Habitat for Humanity build in 
Louisiana in March. 
 
Plans are currently being made for a group to travel to New 
Orleans to help build a home in a neighborhood damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina. Tentative Date: April 23rd to May 2nd 
(depending on flights and activities). The actual date for the 
build is Tuesday April 25th – Saturday April 29th. 
 
Depending on the group there could be some additional 
activities before or after the build. These activities might be: 
Visit to the French Quarter, Visit to a Plantation or the Jazz 
Festival. Approximate Cost for the trip $1500 (with the 
possibility for fundraising and grants to reduce the cost). 
Registration forms are available on the bulletin board outside 
Catherine’s office and are to be returned by the end of January. 
For more information, speak to Catherine or Val Lines." 
 
Bridge – meets on Wednesdays from 1:00pm-3:30pm in the 
C.E. Hall. 
 

Emmanuel's Tuesday afternoon Coffee & 
Conversation folks meet at Three Sisters Bakeshop 
(2211 Arch St) from 2:00-3:00. All are welcome to 
join in for camaraderie (... without an agenda!)  



 
 
 

 

Teleos – will meet on February 22 at 7:00pm in Room 24. 
 
Zatoun Olive oil is still available at Emmanuel.  If you wish 
to buy Palestinian Zatoun Cold Pressed Extra Virgin Olive Oil, 
please contact Ross White or watch for it from time to time on 
Sunday mornings in the C.E. Hall. 

 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES & GROUPS 

  
Men’s Club Breakfast – Saturday, February 11 at 8:15am, 
Perkins Restaurant (corner of Coventry and Ogilvy Road). All 
men are welcome. 
 
Monday Night Christian Meditation Group – The meetings 
are Monday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm. For further 
information contact Bill Meek. 
 
Active Artists – Room 9/10, Wednesdays 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. 
Drop-in style. Water colours, acrylics and oils on board. New 
members welcome. BYOL (Bring your own lunch). For more 
information, call the church office at 613-733-0437 or Shirley. 

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 
Emmanuel will be hosting a pancake supper on 
Tuesday, February 28 from 5 to 7:00 pm. 
Tickets will be on sale during Coffee & 

Conversation and from the Church office during the week, and 
at the door.  Join us for homemade pancakes and local fresh 
sausages. Cost is $10 or $5 for children 8 and under. Bring 
yourself, your family and your friends! Proceeds to the CD 
Camp Fund.  

 



 
 
 

 

The 2017 World Day of Prayer Service has been prepared by 
the women of the Philippines and will be held at the Church of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 320 Olmstead 
Street in Vanier. The service will begin at 11a.m. on 
Thursday, March 2nd and will be followed by a fellowship 
luncheon for those who attend. For instructions regarding 
driving to the church, please contact Jean Hodgins.  

Quilting – on Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  You 
don’t need to come for the whole time – just drop in as suits 
your schedule.  For further information, contact Joan Foster-  
Jones. 

 
Underground Railroad Banners 
In recent years, a theory has been proposed that traditional 
quilt designs formed a secret code for slaves escaping on the 
Underground Railway and looking for a safe route to freedom.  
The idea has gained popularity in fiction.  However, historians 
have not found any evidence that such a scheme actually 
existed.   
 
Recognizing that this story remains in the realm of fiction, the 
quilting group decided to take up the spirit of the story and 
create a pair of worship banners based on the traditional quilt 
blocks that were said to be part of the code.   These banners 
usually hang during Lent, which normally coincides with 
Black History Month.  However, since Lent doesn’t arrive 
until March this year, it has been decided to hang the banners 
earlier than usual. 
 
Below you will find a description of the blocks that can be 
found in the banners – some of them appear more than once.  
See if you can figure out which one is which. 
 
Jacob’s Ladder - Alternating path of dark and light that can be 
used to show direction. 



 
 
 

 

Monkey Wrench - A heavy metal tool used by the blacksmith.  
This block indicates that it is time to collect the tools needed 
for the journey north.  The blacksmith could “talk” to the 
slaves with the rhythmic hitting of his hammer on the anvil.   
Wagon Wheel - Wagons with hidden compartments were one 
of the primary means of transporting escaping slaves.  This 
block could also be a sign to pack provisions that were 
essential for the journey. 
Carpenter’s Wheel - To the slave, the carpenter was Jesus.  As 
they worked, they sang Swing Low Sweet Chariot – a chariot 
that would “carry them home”.  It was time to plan their 
escape. 
Bear’s Paw - Runaways were directed to follow the trail of a 
bear’s footprints – to water and food.  Most escapes took place 
during the spring when it was easier to follow footprints. 
Basket - As slaves couldn’t stop to purchase provisions on the 
way, they depended on help from safe houses and friends.  
Supplies could be carried in laundry or sewing baskets. 
Crossroads - Once fugitives made it safely through the 
Appalachian Mountains, they were to head towards the 
“crossroads” or city to find protection.  One main crossroad 
was Cleveland. 
Log Cabin - This block may have indicated a specific safe 
house.  A red centre represented a hearth or fire, a yellow 
center indicated a light or beacon. 
Shoo-Fly - This pattern represents a person who was helping 
the slaves escape.  Slaves would hide in churches, caves or 
graveyards waiting for a signal. 
Bow-Tie - This instructed slaves to dress in a more formal 
manner so they wouldn’t stand out amongst the city folk. 
Flying Geese - A compass indicating the direction to travel.  
The best time to travel north to freedom was in the spring – 
when the geese were flying in that direction. 
Birds in the Air - An indication of the direction to travel. 
Drunkard’s Path - Slaves were to move in a staggered fashion 
– their trail would confuse the following slave hunters. 
Sail Boat - A symbol of safe passage to freedom. 



 
 
 

 

North Star - The guiding light leads slaves to Canada and 
freedom. 
 

Lenten Art Retreat 
“Let Your Life Speak” 

 
On Saturday, March 11, you are invited to 
join Christine and Catherine for a Lenten Art 

Retreat here at Emmanuel United.  Using resources from 
Parker Palmer, we’ll be exploring how our life speaks to our 
faith.  He writes, “Before you tell your life what you intend to 
do with it, listen for what it intends to do with you. Before 
you tell your life what truths and values you have decided to 
live up to, let your life tell you what truths you embody, what 
values you represent.”  In Lent, we’re invited to a process of 
deep listening, reflection, and contemplation.  Sometimes it 
means taking the time to question who we are and where we 
are heading.  And this happens throughout one’s life, 
checking for the changes age and wisdom bring to our true 
self.   
 
As we explore some of these ideas, we’ll be using the right 
side of the brain to tap into our creative natures.  It’s not 
necessary to have any art experience.  We’ll be using simple 
collage, paper crafts and art journaling techniques to have fun 
and to allow for an open space in our hearts to ask questions 
and discover meaning. 
 
The cost will be $15 to cover lunch and art supplies.  The day 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and treats and end at 3 
p.m.  We need a minimum of 10 people to participate.  All 
ages welcome. A signup sheet is located outside of 
Catherine’s office.     
   

 
 



 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 
Get in the know with a pro. Join Christian Auger, Chef at Alta 
Vista by Revera as he talks Heart Smart Cooking. 
Wednesday, February 8th 11:00am-1:00pm at the Alta Vista 
Library. Call to reserve your spot to sample and learn (613- 
739-0909) 
 
Self-Care through the Labyrinth – Living in Relationship 
February 15, 2017, 1 to 3:30pm, Christ Church Cathedral, 
414 Sparks St. Enjoy silence, walking meditation, gentle 
sharing, tea and snacks. Call 613-818-1754 to register. 
Suggested donation $20. 
 

COUNCIL 
 
The annual meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 21 at 
7:15pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
Study Sessions and Votes on the United Church of Canada 
Remits 
The United Church is engaged in a process of studying and 
voting on a series of 8 Remits (like a referendum) to make 
changes to the structure and governance of the national church. 
These Remits were approved by the 42nd General Council in 
Newfoundland and Labrador in 2015. All of the Remits must 
be voted on by the Presbyteries and 5 of them must be voted 
on by congregations/pastoral charges. 
 
The voting process is underway and a number of Presbyteries 
and congregations across the country have already voted.  
At the level of the congregations the Remits will be voted on 
by the Council or Official Board. It is essential that all 
congregations hold a vote, as a non-vote will be counted as a 
no-vote in the national tally. Each Remit must have a Yes vote 



 
 
 

 

of over 50% in order to pass. The deadlines for the votes to be 
held and the results submitted to the national church office are 
30 June, 2017 for Remits 1 to 4 and 28 February, 2018 for 
Remit #6. 
 
The Council of the congregation will vote on the following 5 
Remits: 
1. Three Council Model 
2. Elimination of Settlement and Transfer 
3. Office of Vocation 
4. Funding the new model 
6. One Order of Ministry. 
 
There is detailed information and Study Guides on all the 
Remits on the national church website GC42.ca/remits. 
In order for Emmanuel to prepare for the votes, the following 
schedule has been set up: 
 
Saturday February 11, 9:30 am -12:00 pm, study session for 
Remit #1 Three Council Model and Remit # 2 Elimination of 
Transfer and Settlement. 
 
March 21, Council vote on Remits 1 and 2. 
 
Saturday April 1, 9:30 am - 12:00 pm, study session on Remit 
#3 Office of Vocation and Remit #4 Funding the new model. 
 
April 18, Council vote on Remits 3 and 4. 
Fall 2017, there will be a study session on Remit #6, One 
Order of Ministry, followed by a vote at a Council meeting. 
 
All Council members are encouraged to attend the study 
sessions. All members of the congregation are also welcome to 
attend. 
 
If you have any questions about the Remits or the voting 
process, please contact Catherine Gutjahr or Phyllis MacRae. 

http://gc42.ca/remits


 
 
 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 Emmanuel Fundraising Events 2016 
 

Ongoing year round:  
Quilting Commissions: Fund as stipulated by donor (Joan 
Foster-Jones) 
Slides to Digital:  Revitalization (Ron Squires) 
Simplify Your Celebrations: Revitalization (Irene Bakker) 
Fair Trade Sales: (Palestinian products, Bridgehead, Camino) 
CD Mission Trip Fund (CD Committee) 
 
March 31, 
2017 

Shantymen’s Dinner 
(Men’s Club – Graham 
Campbell) 

Revitalization 

May 13, 
2017 

Spring Fashion Show (Pat 
Harris, Karen MacPherson) 

General Fund 

Spring 
2017 

Spring concert (Theresa 
Clarke, Phyllis MacRae) 

TBD 

                
 

Emmanuel Men’s Club 
Shantymen’s Dinner 

March 31, 2017 
 
The Emmanuel Men’s Club is organizing a Shantymen’s 
Dinner on March 31 and you are invited.   
 
These dinners feature hearty fare of homemade beans, ham, 
coleslaw, and dessert.  The Emmanuel men do all the cooking,  
serving, and yes, even the clean up!  
 
In keeping with true Shantymen traditions, the long evenings 
were filled with telling tall tales and making their own music.  
Back by popular demand this year are Shantymen Dan Perkins 
and the Emmanuel River Boys.  



 
 
 

 

We are calling on all Emmanuel men and boys, of all ages, to 
lend a hand.  If you are interested in helping out in one of the 
following areas, please speak to one of these lead Shantymen: 

Beans  David Burness 
Bread   Leon Page 
Serving   David Wray  

  
There are lots of other jobs to go around.  Please speak to the 
undersigned if you would like to get involved. 
Tickets will be available in early March through the office and 
during Coffee and Conversation. 
Plan to join us on March 31for some hearty fare and excellent 
music.  Two sittings will be available.   
 
The proceeds from the evening will be used to reduce the long-
term debt associated with the revitalization of the Christian 
Education Building.  

Graham Campbell  
  

GLOBAL PARTNERS 
 
 

Tentative plans are underway for Camp 
Chipembi 4 August 14th to 26th.  We 
are looking for youth leaders from 
Emmanuel to return to Zambia to work 
with the youth leaders there to host a 
Bible camp for 100 children.  If you are 
interested contact Keith Jeacle. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

HEALTH COMMITTEE 
 
There will be no class Monday February 20 as this is Family 
Day in Ontario and the church is closed. 
 
A Reminder: If the school busses for OTTAWA are not 
running due to bad weather, then the TTtbW exercise class is 
also cancelled.  To find out if the busses are running listen to 
CFRA radio or go to www.ottawaschoolbus.ca , they have all 
the bus schedules and cancellations there. 
 

 
Take Time to be Wholly (TTtbW) has a luncheon every Friday 
after the exercise class (around 11:30 am); it usually consists of 
soup and sandwiches, a dessert of some sort and tea.  The cost 
is $4 for the luncheon.  The Health Committee would like to 
invite any and all seniors to this luncheon on any Friday you are 
free to join us.  It is a social time and now and then, we have a 
presentation on a subject of interest to seniors.  Please consider 
coming out to join us at lunch! 

  
KEEPING IN TOUCH 

 
Newcomer’s Lunch, March 5, 2017 
The Keeping in Touch Committee looks forward to hosting a 
Newcomer's Lunch on Sunday, March 5, following the service. 
This informal gathering provides an opportunity to extend a 
welcome, meet others, join in fellowship and enjoy homemade 
soup and sandwiches. If you are new to Emmanuel in the past 
year, please join us for lunch on that date. Personal invitations 
will be given; for further information contact Peter Rice. 
 
 
Kindness Week, 2017 
February 17-26 is Kindness Week in Ottawa, a time to choose 

http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/


 
 
 

 

to be kind by making a special effort to keep in touch. Call 
someone, share a meal, write a note, volunteer to help, reach 
out to someone in need. 
 
Thank you to the Sunday School Staff 
Many of our new families head downstairs where they are 
warmly welcomed by the Sunday school staff.  The hospitality 
shown on a weekly basis is much appreciated by our 
Committee and makes a big difference to those who are 
looking for a church home. 
 
Keeping in Touch 
The committee appreciates hearing about concerns within the 
Emmanuel community. Please contact any member of the 
committee: Janet Campbell, Lynn Gullins, Wayne Pointen, 
Hilde Reynolds, Peter Rice, Ron Squires, Hazel Watts, Joyce 
White. We are always looking for new members and would 
welcome you to join us.  
  

MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL 
 

 Update from the Joint Search Committee 
The search is underway for two permanent ministers for 
Emmanuel: the Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care (full-
time), and the Minister of Christian Development (3/4 time). 
 
The vacancies are listed on the United Church National 
vacancy list, on the websites of the Montreal-Ottawa 
Conference, Ottawa Presbytery, and Emmanuel, and in the 
December and January issues of the Observer. The application 
period ends February 13, 2017.  
 
The Joint Search Committee is hoping to complete the search 
process and make recommendations to the Emmanuel Council 
and then to the congregation near the end of March 2017 in 
order to enable possible start dates in July 2017. 



 
 
 

 

 
On behalf of the Joint Search Committee, 
Graham Campbell (co-chair), Nyla Garrett, Christine 
Hywarren, Jon Jones, Jim Lamb, Nick Langner, Val Lines (co-
chair), Kat Lorimer, Wendy McCracken and Carol Scott, and 
Beth Sweetnam representing the Ottawa Presbytery. 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 
Hope for Syrian Refugees 

 
Our gifts for Mission & Service support refugees. 
Let us hear a story of hope from a refugee camp in 
Jordan. As a result of the Syrian refugee crisis, 

millions of refugees have fled to neighbouring Jordan and 
Lebanon. In both countries, as well as Syria, ACT Alliance is 
responding to needs like food security, water, sanitation, 
education, and psychosocial issues. Zaatari Refugee Camp in 
northern Jordan is home to 80,000 Syrian refugees. ACT 
Alliance members are using educational programs geared for 
teenagers and young adults to give these refugees hope and 
provide them with the skills they’ll need to rebuild Syria when 
the war is over.  
 
One 23-year-old refugee who has participated in three 
programs— computer skills, life skills, and youth initiatives—
wants to use what he’s learned in the camp to build a new 
Syria without violence or terrorism. Other courses offered 
include non-violent communication and conflict resolution, 
English language skills, and hairdressing. 
 
Some refugees’ lives are completely changed in Zaatari. One 
man, Mohammad Allo, arrived in the camp scared, single, and 
unemployed. Now he works for ACT Alliance member the 
Lutheran World Federation as a psychosocial facilitator, got 
married in the camp, and has a second child on the way. “We 
are not terrorists, as the stereotype goes. We don’t want to be 



 
 
 

 

stereotypes,” he says. We sing thanksgiving for the hope 
carried in the resilient lives of refugees.  
 
Your donations to Mission & Service through Emmanuel’s 
General Fund result in over $54,500 in annual contributions. 
Thank you. 
 

OTTAWA PRESBYTERY 
 

Public Lecture – Young Adult SBNR Spirituality 
("Spiritual But Not Religious") Humanities Theatre (Room 
303 Paterson Hall), Carleton University. Free Admission. 
Carleton University and the College of the Humanities are 
sponsoring a public lecture by Tom Sherwood on the subject 
matter of his book, Listening to The Echo – young adults talk 
about religion, spirituality, God, gods and their world. The 
presentation will be followed by questions, comments, 
discussion and refreshments. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase. 
The College of the Humanities, Carleton University 
Thursday, February 2, 2017 
7:00 pm, 303 Paterson Hall 
All are welcome to attend the lecture and discussion 
session. 
Admission is free and refreshments will be served. 
 
Riverside United invites members of presbytery and/or 
congregations to form a team and come to Trivia Night on 
Friday, February 17th at 7:00 pm at Riverside. 
  
This event is in support of the Haven project of Multi-Faith 
Housing and Ottawa Presbytery’s goal of raising $100,000. 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 
Please keep us informed of any pastoral concerns.  We are 
available to visit if anyone is in hospital, or has had a 
bereavement, or is shut-in, or would like a visit from the 
Minister, or a home communion or for any reason would like 
to talk to someone from the Church.  If you know of someone 
who is in need of a visit/support, or home communion, or if 
you would like a visit, please call the church office (613) 733 
0437. We prefer to hear more than once rather than not at all, 
because if we don’t know we can’t help. 

 
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

 
Farm Boy and Loblaws Gift Cards – will be on sale during 
coffee and conversation on Sunday, February 5. 
 
South East Ottawa Community Health Centre (SEOCHC) is 
looking for the following Volunteers: 
 
1) Income Tax Preparation: looking for volunteers with 
experience in preparing income tax returns, at 1355 Bank St. 
and HCRS site (Hunt Club Riverside Site of SEOCHC).  
Daytime, Wednesday evenings and Saturday availability. 
Police Record Check required. Please, share with family and 
friends. 
 
2) Volunteer Drivers to drive clients back and forth to their 
medical appointments. Must have your own vehicle, mileage is 
reimbursed and flexible schedule. 
 
Multifaith Housing Initiative’s AGM to be held Sunday 
March 26, 2017 at Barrhaven United Church. Time to be 
announced. 
  



 
 
 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
  
Epiphany, leads us towards Lent – the Light that will continue 
to shine in the darkness as we head towards the holy 
contemplative time of Lent. How are you shining your light 
during this wondrous season? 
 
This month is also Black History Month. There has been a 
vital Black presence in Canada since the 1600's when Mathieu 
da Costa was a guide and interpreter for Samuel de Champlain. 
However, it has only been since 1995 that the House of 
Commons officially recognized February as Black History 
Month in Canada, followed in 2008 to recognize the 
contributions of Black Canadians by a motion in the Senate.  
 
When people have traditionally been marginalized, including 
within the church, it is good to stop and ponder our position of 
being a Safe Space for all. That is what the strands of the 
covenanting rainbow indicates.  
 
During worship this month at Emmanuel, we will include 
music, testimony and story-telling emanating from the African 
diaspora to be held up in celebration during February. 
• February 5 - Christine Johnson presiding - lay reader, Saidu 
Koroma - special music by Sia Koroma and Julie Henderson - 
testimony by Aganze Bihamba  
• February 12 - Christine Johnson presiding - Blessing of the 
Cuba Pilgrims 
• February 19 - Carol Scott presiding - Emmanubells - special 
music by Shelley Ferrell & Jean Henderson  
• February 26 - Transfiguration Sunday - Catherine Gutjahr 
presiding – special music by Julie Henderson 
• March 1 - 7:00-7:30 p.m. - Ash Wednesday evening service 
• March 5 - Lent 1 - Christine Johnson presiding - 
Communion by tray - special music by Red Wing Blackbird  
• March 5 - 11:30 a.m. - Newcomers Lunch  



 
 
 

 

Part of creating a worshipful ambiance is in the beautiful 
quilted banners in the Narthex and Sanctuary. The latest one is 
the inspiring Epiphany banner that was made by Joan Foster-
Jones and the Quilters, hanging on the wall above the choir 
entrance. 
 
Flowers also create a focal point during worship. If you have a 
celebration, memorial or "just because" that you would like to 
mark, please sign up on the list on the bulletin board in the 
narthex and this will be noted in the Sunday bulletin. After the 
service, you can either take your flowers/plant with you, or 
offer them to be taken by a committee member to someone 
who is shut-in. 
 
Prayer can be uplifting, especially when going through 
challenging times. The Prayer Box is located on the Prayer 
Table in front of the stained-glass window. Written prayer 
requests can be left any time during the week, and the box is 
checked on Sundays. Requests can also be made by speaking 
with either of the ministers. Members of the Prayer Circle 
include requests during their daily devotions. All requests are 
treated with confidentiality and respect. 

“God is always present. Prayers for healing can lead to 
increased courage, strength, resolution and peace.” 

 – Marjorie Suchocki  
 

The Worship Committee coordinators are delighted that many 
new people offered to participate in various capacities through 
the Time & Talents surveys. We have a great combination of 
old and new people who have signed up to be invited into the 
worship experience! 
If you have any suggestions, questions or creative ideas related 
to worship, please contact Christine Johnson, Catherine 
Gutjahr, Carol Scott or any of the Worship Committee 
coordinators. 

Abundant Blessings on your month of Worshipping. 
"Wherever you are, God is!" 


