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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH
Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025

The Gathering

[bookmark: _Hlk204758738][bookmark: _Hlk209531580]Prelude:		

Acknowledging the Territory
We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the Anishinaabe Algonquin people who are the traditional guardians of the land on which we worship this morning - land which remains unceded. We acknowledge the work of past, present and future caretakers of this territory who share the light of their traditional knowledge. We have the desire to work towards reconciliation and acknowledge that we must live with responsibility and respect on this land.

Hymn:	Born in Human Likeness	MV 47

The Life and Work of our Community of Faith:

Lighting of the Affirm Candle:
We light the Affirm candle to proclaim to the members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ communities and their allies that they are truly welcomed and accepted in this place.

Responsive Welcome

Welcome
Welcome to this sacred place of belonging where we embrace the sacredness of life and recognize the dignity of each person, spirit-filled with the image of God, the Mystery in whom we live and move and have our being.
Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want to follow Christ, have doubts. Welcome to visitors and to new and old friends.
Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, siblings, youth, couples and single people.
Welcome to people of all colours, cultures, abilities, gender identities, and sexual orientations, to old and young, to believers and questioners – and welcome to questioning believers.
This day, we are all invited to live into God’s love, peace and justice.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Lighting of the Advent Candles

[bookmark: _Hlk214436247]Reader1: 
In the waiting, life stirs.
In the darkness, a light shines. 
During Advent, we remember that Christ is the light that brings life to the world, the light that reaches into the darkness. 
With each candle we light, we proclaim that the light of Christ is stronger than the shadows, and the life He brings is everlasting. 
(Light the first candle)
Reader2: 
Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace. 
The light grows, and with it comes calm: the stillness of God’s presence, the peace that passes all understanding. 
Christ comes to bring peace where there is conflict, and light where there is fear. 
(Light the second candle) 
God of light, bring your peace to our world. Quiet the storms within us. Teach us how to bring the peace of your light to others. Amen.

Hymn:	Away in a Manger	VU 69

[bookmark: _Hlk195178992]Call to Worship:
We gather near the waters of baptism;
a reminder that we are the beloved of God.
May we be known as a people of mercy and judge all creatures fairly.
May the Earth be re-created by our responsible living and the mountains and hills sing for joy.
May we live as one in the spirit of the Holy One as long as the sun shines during the day and the moon at night.
May we be like refreshing rain on dry soil showering the world with God’s love and filling the whole earth with peace.
Let us worship God.

Opening Prayer:
Enflamed by your reconciling love, we gather, O God, willing to be stilled, yet willing to be moved.  We come, so our lives might continue to be enlarged by you in greater fullness, kindness and joy for the living.  Bless us as we join together in the light of each other, in this hour of worship and always.  Amen. 

	(Children come forward while the song is played)

Hymn: Circle Song  
Come and join the circle, come and take my hand. 
Come and join the circle, come and be my friend.
Gather round and see, what the world can be.
Come and join the circle, come and share God’s word with me.

Children’s Message: 		Val
[bookmark: _Hlk160613170]
Hymn:	Hope is a Star	VU 7
	Verse 2

(Children leave for Sunday school)

We Listen to God’s Word

Scripture:	Matthew 3:1-12	

Anthem:	An Invitation to Advent	by D. Nolan

Meditation:	Preparing for Peace: 
John's Call to Repentance.

Quiet Reflection and Prayer

Hymn:	God Who Spread the Boundless Prairie	MV 53

Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
may your kingdom come, 
may your will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Hymn:	In the Bleak Midwinter	VU 55

Scripture Sentences: Mark 1:3
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’

Invitation:
Come to the table of God.
God is revealed here
In fabric woven and spread,
in wax shaped and lit,
in bread baked and broken,
in grapes grown and pressed,
in cup and plate moulded and passed.

Come to the table of God.
God is revealed here
in eyes filled with peace,
in hands gently open to receive,
in ears tuned to words of welcome,
in mouths filled with these gifts.

[bookmark: _Hlk215055509]Thanksgiving:
In this crossover moment, the moment of pause, between preparation and celebration, heaven’s membrane begins to tear and eternity silently spills into time,
and we meet you, God.
In this crossover moment, the moment of “Aha!” waters part and the songbird sings and promise is fulfilled and belonging confirmed and the Saviour breaks through and a voice calls from heaven whispering to us, “My children, my loved ones,”
and we hear you, God.
In this crossover moment, the moment of bread and wine between prophecy and promise, heaven slips in and waits for us, over breaking bread and pouring wine we hear, 
“My body, my blood, my love, my covenant.”
We listen to heaven as it steps over from symbol to presence in the breaking and spilling, and rending and flowing, and splashing and pouring all around us in this sharing of promise,
as the whole universe sings:
Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full, are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name.
Hosanna in the highest.
From baptism to Eucharist, from preparation through to journeying, from “Behold!” to “Aha!” our moving through is our Thanksgiving as we cross over into this new moment with you.
On the night Jesus was betrayed, he lifted a loaf of bread and broke it.  Stretching forth his arms and hands, he shared it.
“This bread is food for our journey.”
In the same way, he then took the cup.  Lifting it, he blessed it and said,
“This is the cup of new life.
“Eat and drink of this feast and whenever you do, remember me.”
Send your Holy Spirit upon this table, O God, and upon this feast.  May what we do here deeply reflect your love and remind us of the gift of your life for us.
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, all glory and honour are yours, O God.  You are Most Holy and in all of our crossover moments.  Amen.

Distribution:
It is our tradition at Emmanuel to hold the bread until all have been served so that we may partake together to symbolize community.
It is our tradition to drink the wine as we receive it to symbolize our personal response.
As the bread is passed along your row you are invited to say “food for the journey” to the person next to you.
As the wine is passed you are invited to say “the cup of new life”.
This is an open table – all who wish to partake are welcome.

Prayer after Communion:
For what we have taken in here, O God:
bread and juice, memory of Christ’s work and life,
we give you thanks.
Bless us, now, O God.
As we take in these good things and Christ’s teachings and love,
we, in turn, take Christ, once more, out into the world.
We give you thanks for this feast.  Amen.

Hymn:	On Jordan’s Bank	VU 20

Commissioning:
As long as the sun burns in the sky,
God is the warm love between us.
As long as the tides of the ocean ebb and flow;
God is the constant peace in our lives.
As long as the mountains stand and the plains spread wide,
we will live the love and peace of God in our world.
You are the sprig of hope,
the shoot of promise bursting forth in our day;
go to enliven God’s peace.

Blessing:
Amen:	Great Amen (Mass of Creation)	by Marty Haugen
Postlude:	Away in a Manger	arr. Phillip Keveren


























********************************************************* 
Words and Music reproduced with permission under One License A-610090
Portions of this service of worship have been adapted from:
Brenda Fawkes, Bethel Lee, Wade Lifton, Donna Scorer, Thom M. Shuman, Donald Schmidt, Nancy Talbot, Susan Burt, In: “Advent 2”, Seasons of the Spirit: Congregational Life, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Kelowna: Wood Lake, 2012-2013, p.p.14, 39-46.
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Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care: Rev. Grant Stuckless
Pastoral Care Provider: Dr. Ron MacDonald
Music Director: Ann McNamee
[bookmark: _Hlk204685672]Pianist & Organist: Abigail Sánchez Rojas
Office Administrator: Emma Dowd
  Telephone: (613) 733-0437 
Email: office@emmanuelunited.ca
Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca
OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY – THURSDAY 9:00 AM-4:30 PM
Our congregation is organized by its members and adherents.  Several committees direct various functions, but our common life is made possible by many more who give of their time and talents.
Our Lay Reader today is Ross White. If you would like to be a lay reader in the future, email Janet Campbell at jicampbell@hotmail.com.
Thank you to the production team, ushers, decorators, and coffee hosts for bringing us today’s worship service and coffee and conversation time.
Thank you to Ashley, Chris, Elliott, and Bentley Roy for lighting the Advent Candles today.
Welcome to Emmanuel!  If you are a newcomer or visitor, we invite you to sign our Guest Book and join us in a time of fellowship in the CE Hall following worship.
The ushers have copies of the Anthem Lyrics for anyone interested.
Christmas Gift Campaign for Children  You are invited to contribute to the MHI campaign to buy Christmas gifts for children in low-income families in eastern Ottawa. Contributions to Emmanuel United Church are being collected for this initiative. Please see Phyllis, Joyce or Colleen at the table at coffee if you would like to contribute.
Join Let’s Talk Tuesdays, on Zoom. This week the discussion will ask how can you show kindness to others today and what small acts of kindness do you appreciate?  Contact the Office for the zoom link. 
This week Phyllis Macrae will lead a discussion about WOKE IDEOLOGY at the Thursday Morning Discussion Group (Heretics). Please contact the church office or Evelyn Perkins (perkeve@hotmail.com) or any member of Heretics for further information and a Zoom invitation.
An Advent Evening Service will be held on Zoom at 7pm on Wednesday, December 10th. 
Donations from Communion on December 7th, are dedicated to OrKidstra. Since 2007, OrKidstra has been creating a musical community for kids who would otherwise not have the opportunity to learn and play music. Lessons are in groups such as Tiddlywinks, Kidsingers, Kidstarters! It gets great reviews from parents and friends for the positive impact on children’s learning and relationships. 
The community is invited to hear them in action at free concerts on Dec. 8,10 or 16 - try to hear them! Check out locations online.
Our support helps enrich kids in our community through music- a reflection of the importance of music to our Emmanuel community. Be a blessing this Advent!
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Black people have played a significant role in the history of The United Church of Canada, but their stories have often gone untold. As we commemorate our 100th Anniversary we invite you to join us in bringing these untold stories to life. “Here from the Beginning” is an exhibition that showcases the contributions and experiences of Black people within the church, amplifying voices that have long been overshadowed by the dominant narrative. 
This exhibit is travelling across the country and will be at Emmanuel United Church, 691 Smyth Rd, Ottawa on Sunday, December 7 from 11:30am to 2:30pm.  Emmanuel invites you to stop by and take in the images and text on about 20 large panels.  Some of the material can also be found in this video https://youtu.be/fo3SyaMAO0g  Contact the office at Emmanuel United at 613-733-0437 if you have any questions about visiting the exhibition.
From Loss to Light Service Sunday, Dec 14th 2PM
In Person and Live Streamed at: emmanuelunited.ca, This service is for anyone who for any reason, is grieving or having trouble finding peace. May it be the solace you are yearning for.  All are welcome!
Join us for lunch Let’s Stay Together on December 14th afterwards you can choose between joining a carol sing, making a Christmas ornament, or decorating a gingerbread house. There is a fee of $14 for those interested in making a gingerbread house, and pre-registration is required. The signup sheet is on the board outside the C.E. Hall.
Prayer Shawls are needed! Wool and patterns are provided. If you are interested in helping out, call Patricia Fairbairn, 613- 736-1709. Shawls are delivered by the Pastoral Care Team.


ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
	Sunday, December 7
Worship 
Coffee and Conversation
Here From the Beginning
JAM
	
10:00 am 
11:00 am 
11:30 am – 2:30 pm
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
	
Sanctuary 
C.E. Hall
Lounge
Room 9/10

	Monday, December 8
Take Time to be Wholey
Kilborn Gardeners Meeting
Christian Meditation
	 
10:30 am – 11:30 am
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Lounge
Zoom

	Tuesday, December 9
Tai Chi
Quilting
Let’s Talk Tuesdays
Lyon St. Band
Coffee Social
Christie Lake Kids
	
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
10:00 am – 11:00 am
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
4:30 pm – 9:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Room 9/10
Zoom
Sanctuary
Three Sisters
C.E. Hall/Kitchen

	Wednesday, December 10
Active Artists
Advent Evening Service
Voices Rock Music
	
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
7:00 pm – 7:30 pm
8:00 pm – 9:30 pm
	
Library
Zoom
Sanctuary

	Thursday, December 11
Tai Chi
Heretics Discussion Group
Emmanubells
Al Anon
Choir
	
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 11:30 am
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Zoom
Sanctuary
C.E. Hall
Sanctuary

	Friday, December 12
Take Time to be Wholey
Rainbow Hub 
	
10:30 am – 11:30 am
5:00 pm – 9:30 pm
	
C.E. Hall
C.E. Hall

	Saturday, December 13
Men’s Club Breakfast
	
8:30 am – 10:30 am
	
Roger’s Italian Bistro
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