
WELCOME TO  
EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 
National Sunday for Truth and Reconciliation 
18th Sunday after Pentecost  
September 27, 2026 
 

The Gathering 
 

Acknowledging the Territory:  
  Seven Grandfather Teachings 
 
Hymn:  You Are Holy MV 45 
 
Lighting of the Christ and Affirming Candles: 
We light this candle as a symbol of the light of Christ here with us today; a 
light which alleviates our fears and which shines in each one of us, no 
matter where we are.  

We light this Affirm candle to acknowledge that the light of the Divine 
shines in every person, each beautiful in their uniqueness. 
 

Responsive Welcome 
Welcome 
Welcome to this sacred place of belonging where we embrace the 
sacredness of life and recognize the dignity of each person, spirit-filled 
with the image of God, the Mystery in whom we live and move and have 
our being. 

Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want to 
follow Christ, have doubts. Welcome to visitors and to new and 
old friends. 

Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, siblings, 
youth, couples and single people. 

Welcome to people of all colours, cultures, abilities, gender 
identities, and sexual orientations, to old and young, to believers 
and questioners – and welcome to questioning believers. 

This day, we are all invited to live into God’s love, peace and justice. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Hymn: River Running in You and Me MV 163 
 
Call to Worship:   
By way of beginning  
We hold two truths together: 

One fixed to a narrative of Creator and Creation.  



The other, bound to a diversity of knowings that express Creator 
in all its forms, bound to the people’s experiences of Creation as a 
divine being. A Mother Earth: a caregiver and doting parent.  

Both these truths teach us that to be blessed is to be loved, and that all of 
Creation is God’s prayer.  

We live in light of divine mystery. A great unknowing.  
We live in light of our connectedness, to each other, to all beings, 
to all things. We are born interdependent.  

It is here that we begin this cycle of life by offering prayers of humility, 
prayers of gratitude, prayers of humility and prayers of remembrance.  

From the fixed point of where we stand, we are centered, and all 
is prayer in every direction around us. 

 
Opening Prayer: 

Great Mystery, Wakan Tanka, creator of all, 
To you we give thanks for this life 
To you we are grateful that we are here learning all things 
In this place, we are blessed. 

 
(Children come forward while the song is played) 

Hymn: Circle Song   
Come and join the circle, come and take my hand.  
Come and join the circle, come and be my friend. 
Gather round and see, what the world can be. 
Come and join the circle, come and share God’s word with me. 
 
Children’s Message: Miya Wears Orange by Wanda Jon-Kehewin 
   Latisha 
 
Hymn:  Lord, Prepare Me to be a Sanctuary MV 18 
 

(Children leave for Sunday school) 
 

We Listen to God’s Word 
 
Scripture: Matthew 21:23-32  
 
Anthem:  Live in Praise of the Lord by Michael Barrett 
 
Meditation:  Authentic Authority Sides with Justice 
 
Quiet Reflection and Prayer 
 
Hymn:  On Eagle’s Wings VU 808 



 
Minute for Mission:  Caring for Caregivers Jill MacLean 
 
Call to Offering: 
 
Prayer of Dedication:  

Great Creator God, we hear your call to go into the vineyard and 
share our gifts: financial or spiritual.  Whether large or small, 
they are your gifts that we give back to you.  Whatever they may 
be, may we offer them humbly, with deep gratitude for all You 
have done for us.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People:  
 
Lord’s Prayer:   Video 
 
The Life and Work of our Community of Faith 
 
Hymn: I Have Called You by Your Name MV 161 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Creator and Sustainer of Life 
Grant us Grace and Mercy for the difficult journey ahead 
We seek to repair our past, going forward on a shared road of blessing and 
goodwill. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 
Grant us Peace and Knowledge to know your ways 
We seek a new path that supports those in need and those who struggle in 
these times. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 
Grant us Purpose and Commitment to make collective choices 
We seek to act for the care of our neighbours, and for the wellbeing of our 
communities. 

Lord Hear Our Prayer 
May we contend with our history in healing ways 
May we seek a new unity and the promise of a new beginning.  

Lord Hear Our Prayer 
 
Blessing: 
 
Amen: Go Now in Peace by Besig and Price 
 All are invited to sing the closing along with our choir. 
Lyrics: 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of every day. 



Go now in faith steadfast, strong and true.   
Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love and show you believe.   
Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 
Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
Postlude: Canadian Floral Emblems  (Selections)
  by Beverly McKiver
  
 

*******************************************************************  
Words and Music reproduced with permission under One License A-610090 

Resources adapted for this service of worship: 

https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/orange-shirt-sunday 
 
—This service was prepared by Rev Tony Snow, a member of the Goodstoney First Nation 
(Stoney Tribe). He serves as the Indigenous Minister for Chinook Winds Region and the 
Toward 2035 Vision Coordinator for Indigenous Ministries and Justice. 
 
© 2026 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. Licensed under Creative 
Commons Attribution Non-commercial Share Alike Licence. To view a copy of this licence, 
visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ca. Any copy must include this notice. 
 
David Gambrill, “Proper 21,” In: Connections: Worship Companion (Year A, Volume 2) 
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2022, p.p. 153-159. 
 
The Lord's prayer spoken in 9 indigenous languages https://youtu.be/s74ZanAteW4 
 
  

https://united-church.ca/worship-special-days/orange-shirt-sunday
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ca
https://youtu.be/s74ZanAteW4


Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care: Rev. Grant Stuckless  
Pastoral Care Provider: Dr. Ron MacDonald  

Music Director: Ann McNamee  
Pianist & Organist: Abigail Sánchez Rojas  

Office Administrator: Emma Dowd  
  Telephone: (613) 733-0437   

Email: office@emmanuelunited.ca  
Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca  

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 4:30 pm Tuesday &Thursday 

Today our Lay Reader is Myrna Lamb. Thank you to our ushers, coffee 
hosts, the tech team, decorators, and all the people that make the life and 
work of the church possible. 

Welcome to Emmanuel! If you are a newcomer or visitor, we invite you 
to sign our Guest Book and join us in a time of fellowship in the CE Hall 
following worship. 

Emma will be working from home on Monday, September 28, and the 
office will be closed on Wednesday, September 30. 

Join Let’s Talk Tuesday’s conversation group on Zoom. Autumn teaches 
us the language of faith: that letting go is part of God’s rhythm, and that 
even in falling leaves, God is preparing something new. Does the autumn 
season—with its beauty, its endings, and its quiet work beneath the 
surface— provide comfort for your own seasons of grief or change? 
This week Pennie Boyer will share with the Thursday Morning 
Discussion Group (Heretics) her experiences with the Freedom Sewing 
Center. The Freedom Sewing Circle teaches underprivileged women in 
Lahore, Pakistan sewing, tailoring, and manufacturing. Pennie has visited 
there in person three times, and along the way has met many new friends.  
Please join us. Contact the church office or any member of Heretics for a 
zoom invitation.  
Please check out the sign-up sheet for Bazaar Deli Workshops in the 
narthex. On Tuesday, participants will make Shepherd’s Pie to be sold at 
the Bazaar. Contact Val Dowd for more information.  
Emmanubells are a mixed-age group of handbell ringers. They rehearse 
weekly at 6 pm on Thursdays and play in church about once each month. 
A basic ability to read music is an asset, but no previous handbell 
experience is necessary as we will teach you. We have space for new 
ringers willing to commit to regular attendance at rehearsals. For more 
information, please contact Ann Frederking ViolaAnnF@gmail.com or 
613-749-5815 
Communion will be offered on Sunday, October 4 with donations 
directed to the Zambian Mission Fund. 

http://www.emmanuelunited.ca/
mailto:ViolaAnnF@gmail.com


The Thanksgiving Pie Market is open online and will run until October 
9.  In person orders can start anytime now.  Once again, this year, Apple, 
Raspberry, Blueberry, Strawberry Rhubarb and Peach pies will be offered 
in two sizes: 9” for $18 and 6” for $8.  The funds raised will contribute to 
our global partners in El Salvador and Zambia.  Go to 
www.euconlinemarket.ca to order pies. 
 
 
 
 
Southeast Ottawa Cluster Working Group (Visioning Team) 
Last spring, the Southeast Ottawa Cluster received a grant to do some 
discerning or visioning work together. The six churches in the cluster - 
Glebe-St. James, Emmanuel, Rideau Park, Riverside, Southminster, and 
Centretown United - are trying to address the challenges identified in 
"Towards 2035", a report about the future of God's call to the United 
Church.  
The six churches have hired a facilitator, Rev. Brian Copeland, to help us 
design a process to engage in this creative thinking. A working group of 
two members from each church will participate in meetings and 
workshops during the fall and winter to help discern our way forward as 
churches living in these changing times. The representatives of each 
congregation will update their congregations on progress. 
Phyllis MacRae and Val Lines will represent Emmanuel in the working 
group. We will also need members from each congregation to take part in 
leadership within the congregation. This will involve initiating discussions 
and activities within Emmanuel to talk about how we want our future to 
unfold. Look forward to more updates as the discussions progress. 

  

http://www.euconlinemarket.ca/


ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK  
Sunday, September 27 
Worship  
Coffee and Conversation 

  
10:00 am   
11:00 am  

  
Sanctuary  
C.E. Hall 

Monday, September 28 
Office Closed 
Pie Making 
Take Time to be Wholey 
Christie Lake Kids 
Christian Meditation  

   
 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
10:30 am – 11:30 am 
4:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

  
Office 

Kitchen 
C.E. Hall 

C.E. Hall/Kitchen 
Zoom  

Tuesday, September 29 
Tai Chi 
Let’s Talk Tuesdays  
EUC Quilting 
Deli Workshop 
Coffee Social 
Christie Lake Kids 

  
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
10:00 am – 11:00 am  
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
12:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
4:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

  
C.E. Hall 

Zoom 
Lounge 
Kitchen 

Three Sisters Café 
C.E. Hall/Kitchen 

Wednesday, September 30 
Office Closed 
Active Artists 

  
9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

11:00 am – 2:00 pm 

  
Office 

Library 
Thursday, October 1 
Heretics 
Tai Chi 
Emmanubells 
Al Anon  
Choir 

  
10:00 am – 11:30 am 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm  
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

  
Zoom 

C.E. Hall 
Room 9/10 

C.E. Hall 
Sanctuary 

Friday, October 2 
Pie Making 
Take Time to be Wholey 

  
9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

 
Kitchen 

C.E. Hall 
Saturday, October 3       
Sunday, October 4 
Worship  
Coffee and Conversation 

  
10:00 am   
11:00 am  

  
Sanctuary  
C.E. Hall 
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